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To the READER. 


T would mak: a knowing Chriſtian (iaith Mr Baxter, in 
his Care of Cburch Divifcons, Ditect. 32) weep betwixt 
indignation and compaſſion, to ſee, in theſe times, what cen - 
ſures, and worſe, are uſed on both fides, about the wording 
of our Prayers to Gd. How vile and unſufferable ome ac- { 
count them, that will pray in any words that are not written 
down for them? And how unlawful others account it to pray 
in their impoſed Forms? Some, becauſe they are Forms, 
and ſome, becauſe they are fuch Forms; and (ome, becauſe 
Pa piſts have uſed them; and ſome, becauſe they are impoſed: 

When as God has given them no command, but to pray in 
faith and fervency, according to the ſtate of themſelves and 
ethers. A little after, the ſame Mr Baxter hath theſe fol- 
lowing Words, Of all quarrels about Forms and Words, Ga& | 
bath never made any of their. particular determinations, no- 
more than whether I ſhail preach by the help of Notes, r 
Shop the Words, or ſpeak theie which another ſtudied for 
BEE 3 | | „ 73 
Bat theſe, and ſuch like inſtances from Mr Baxter, are 
of no weight with the Extempciizers, who prefer their own 
' Fyments to hie, though they have not the hundred. part of 
kis ſenſe ; and no wonder they dd, for they treat the wiſdom 
amd: pre Qic: of all Proteftant Churches in the world at the 
ſime rate. They change their Worſhip like Almanacks, not 
every ycat, but every Sunday: Not ore Congregation knows 
bow the other worſhips God; Five hundred Preſbyterian 
Teachers make, at leaſt, two thouſand Prayers every Lord's 
Day; let theſe Prayers be written with a ſhort hand, it wilt. 
ne ſcund, that there will be fo many incoberencies and im- 
pertinencies in them, that they will deny that ever ſuch cx - 
pie ſſions were uttered by them, though nothing more certain 
ad more eafily proven Hence I infer, that it is @ fad mat- 
ber to have a worſhip to God, in words that they would not 
»v:ih printed, and with faces which they would not wiſh painted. 
e 1 EE 7 They 
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Big; but they are sd deere me mſewer: For ſame yeard 
ngo, I. wondered why: the Kick concetned iglglt with. the U- 
mrerßties, and orgered an uniſprmitꝝx of, regChiog, courſes of 
* Philoſophy in all Colleges, and yet bring in no Uniformity 
io the National Kirk, except a negative Uniformity, to di- 


in. 


"Sh aol Powe and yet will nat baptise, i 


_- wiinefles 
2 Preaching- day ? I wonder alſo,” w 
Prayer in Krks and knee! in private; h 
uncover their heads at a private Lerlure in an houſe, and are 
covered at Sermans in the Kirk? Why they 


— fox the worthy George C 
: fon of this. 


in Ve 
the: days of the week and months: by Heatheni@ names; and 


And decent Ceremonies, ſack. as, Kneeling, 
uncoveri 


according to. Scripture, ſhew me Scripture for not laying the 
Lord's Pr 
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Hing, cheating and 


and hav they teach {he Life and: Death of the Holy Ji5us- 


They not only differ from all the Churches in the nels. 


fincuiſh themſelves from all Proteftant Churches in the 
world, by layihg aſide alt Forms of ſound words. I wonder- 
ed a'jo, why they have a Directory, and yet not follow Di- 
rections thereof, rame/y, The Reading of the Seriptores in 
Kaiks, and ſaying the Lords Prayer: Why thiny * Dis 
roſtary for their Teachers, apd not far their people? Why 
t gy alla their peaple not, to aad-Praper Books, but as . 
n . Freachings a they will? Why: they allow, a wan te pr prop 
n or. fable, and not in à Kirk, which is Y 
in cafe ot 
tent number of 
only, and upon | 
boy fit. ia time of 
1 And wby they 


ceikty; in a houſe {though there be a cam 
preſent): but will have it in:a. 
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Auni v Feſtivals of the Church, and 


n en . | 


What reaſon. can they. give for | | Davids 
Pſalms, and not ſay Chriſt's Prayer? Or, * o they quam. 
ral the Sweet 1 . who profeſs and: declare it unlawful | 
ta divide. the Scriptace into Chapters, os mare 
them. 20.008 — and NT os or ta _ — Pſajmg 
becauſs they are the inventions of men, and to calb 


yet, they. who cry out againſt theſe, differ ſrom us in prudent: 
Standing. ad 
the Head, which are . but Scrip- 
let them who d to 20 nothing but what is 


tural: An 


axer, or nat reading Scriptures publicly. 
IL with. from my heart, that they taug hy the people to hats; 
malice; as 3 they hate & Li — 
and Curate; and ta be as zealous for the Apott 
n they are for the -Solema League and Covenant; 
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ia the New Teſtament, as much as they LeQture.vpon the 


lives of ill Kings in the Old: And I wiſh, thet they did not 
teach tbeir followers, who cannot repeat the Belief, io bite 
Armigians, and to rabble them, when occafian offgra, to cry 
dut againſt the Cay, Bar do not underitand ; Their great 
k of Common Prayer * and 
men. 1. De 
t een Mary were Prote- 
Rants, wha, worchipped with the Book of Comman Prayer? 
Ann is a Proteſtant? 2. Da they think that. 
the firſt Reformers in Scotland, wore Pretaſlants, who ulfd. 
ae as F make out in the laſt Chapter of this 


gut- cr againft the 
idolatry; and bere | ſhall reaſon calmly with 
they thigk that King Villiam and 


9? that 


the Engli 

Wk 3. Io they think, that their Brethren in Epg/ans, 
the cecalonal Commupicanty, are Proteſlants? 4. Do thay 
think, that all Reformed Cnurches abroad, that. uſe 
Forms age Prateſtants? 5. Why do they cry out 
gainlt the Pspiſts for denying the Cup to the . 
za the Lord's and yet they themſelwes for 
the public. uſe -o | 
have not the Papiſts beiter reaſon for themfeiver 


they ? For they tei, That they follow the Cborch, which, 


is their Guide, and walk conform to their rule, and ohe! 


their Ralers, for the council of Conſtance ordained that ! 5 
Cup ſhould not be given: But the Preſbyterian General Aſs | 
ſembly ordained in their Directory, That the Lord's Prayer 


ſhould be faid, and Seriptures read, yet neither is praftiſed ; 
io that they neither walk conform to Scriptures, nor to the. 


Author of the Book, called, Chriſt upon his Throne. page 


23. that affirms, That the pureſt Religion is, chat ahich hae 
leaſt conformity with the Church of None, that is, ſaith Da" 
Aloulin for to do well, we muſt do quite contrary to what 
the Church of Rome doth, and thereby they make all that re- 
mains of the inſtitution of the Apoſile: to become Antichrife 


tian, becauſe the Papiſts have them; Maxims, which arg 
only proper for poor ſeditious Spirits, whoſe nature i: like 
the Crab-fiſhes, who know not how to go but backward; 


Religion conſiſts not in Negation; the ſaving truths are Af- 


fu matives, and it would be a dangerous ru'e to believe alto- 
gether quite contrary to that which the Devil believes; which 
would - oblige as i deny the Divinity? Sze his Chap» xvi. 
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the Lord's Prayer in Worſhip ? 70. 
pu thi 


ſtatutes of their Aſſembly. Beſides, Papiſts tell them, that 
wine cannot be had in every place, but the Lord's Prayer 
may be ſaid in any part of the world. 6. I aſk them what 
they think of Mouaſieur D' Moulin his Judgement upon the 
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„ 47 Hiftury of rhe Engliſh aa Scottiſh Preſbyterians, traꝛſ- 

| | lated out of the French. Lafily What will our adverſaries ſay, 

a my were Papiſts that firft cried dawn the Book of Com- 

| | Won Prayer, and introduced their way of Extemporary Pray- 
| ere, calllag them Heart-prayers, in oppoſition to Book - Pray. 
r; and yet we find, that one Faith Cymmin a Monk, and 
FP Heath a Jeſuit, in the days of Queen *Elizaberb, 
| were the firſt beginners of Extemporary Prayers, on purpoſe 

| to make a Schiſm in the Church of Exg/and? For this, ſee 
alfon's Fixes and Fire- Brand's, Stilling-fleet's Preface to bis 
Farca/dnableneſt of Separation. 55 
As lor thoſe that cry out, Idolatry, I ſhall only anſwer them 
in the Words of Mr Baxter: Cure of Church Diviſions, 
Direct. 33. It is an odious found to hear an ignorant, raſh, 
felf-concrited Perſon, eſpecially a Preacher, to cry ont, /do- 
Hatry, Ius latry, againſt his Brethren's Prayers to God, becauſe 
they have ſomething in them to be amended, while perhaps 
Alg own Prayers, have ſo much falſe DoArine in them, or 
falſe fire of Carnal Paſſions, and Uncharitableneſs, as mak- 
en it a pct harder Queſtion, whether it be lawful to join 

__ with (ach ad he is, while he abhoreth ſo mu-h to join wick 
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HT. Rev. Dr. Abetnethy 
Edinburgh 3 
The Rev. Mr John Alexander 

] near Aloa 
\\tr Jarre: Arderſon Edin. 
AM: james Anchiſon there 
NI A. Aitken there 
M: Geo. Anderſon merchant 
7 hen - 
Miis Angiles there 
Thomas Arbuthnct p 
nee ©: 
M David All ardice wereb. 
Brecdin 1 
&*'r John Aarken Blairemo 1 
| Bes ;ge Aber: ethy in Inches 


oft-ma- | 


Mr Will. Bruce merch. there 
r And. Baird merch. Ca- 
ene 
John Breack merch. Leith 
John Zlairſtarch- maker there 
Robert Burley in Pidtiche 
Robert Brand in Blaite top 
WI Brand mer. * uchenbley 
Dan Baiclay in Kenmonth 
Day. Bettie in Migd yns 
ar, Bette manufacturer in 
Cs Inſhb: 1 
James Beuie flax - dreſſet in 
Drumiethie 
John Brown kecl-maſter | in 
_ Newcaſtle 


—— A. 


Jemes Blair flax-drefler in | 
Stonehaven 


Mrs Boyd * 


Rab, grand ſhoe-maker there ; 


SUBSCRIBERS NAME s. 


Mr Alex. Baird Edinburgh 'I 


| Me. A. Caſhnie —— Ae 
Mr. G-orge Currie Por:ſoy 


annexed eſtates offica 
Edinburgh | 
The Rev. Mr Geo. Chein 22 
Torbreſe 
The Rev. Mr. 
___ "ming Turref 
Mr J. Cockburn Edinburg 
Ballie Thomas Clark | 


cooper Leith 5. 
George Croal Clerk there | 

Mrs Cowan there 5 
Mrs Colvan chere 


Rob. Cheſſor ſtay- moket there 


Mrs Carwichel Bonretoun 

Mr Cumming ſchoal-maſter 
in New Cale — 

Lieut. 


there 


1 James Campbel in Broom 


tank 
| Miſs Chiens in Forres 
Mr, Peter Cuſhuie me reht. 
 Stoneh: ven 


Mr. George Cramie mercht, 


Fraferfburgh 5 
D 
| Mr. John Dick Edibargh 


Mr. Alex. Dundaſs there 


Mr William Den. merch. 

; Leith © 

Mr Geo. Donald gardener 
there | 

Klex. Davidſon merch. there 


Nr Alex. ca. at the 


* 


——— ̃ ̃ —Uêͤ ———TU ²˙éùQ .. on 


{ Sit Will. Duubar of Durn 


—_— ——2 


Will. Cum- . 


. Evipdurgh'. 8 8 
Mr. James Cheap wine- 


And. Cook Brechen 
| Mr Joha Cree ſurgeon there 
| Mr James Carnegie ſurzeon - 
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The Rev. Mr Fa/cower L on- | John Greig in 
The Rev.-Mr, Forbes Muſt. | Will. Gilmour ſhoe-make: 


M. James Forbes Edin. 
Mr Ge 
Me William Fraſer there 


Mr Peter Fargubarſon there 1 . -"- 


Noob. Ferrier farmer Brichen 


he Rev. Mr And. [INE 


Will. Fraſer in Bieckmoorhill | 
2 Finnie maſon Stoneha- | 


The Rev. Mr Alex. Greig in 
The Rev. Simon Gray 1 


22 


Mr. Jas. Deans Oldmeldrum ' 

Mr. Frances Dunbar in Go- | 
vens q 

Mrs Dunedn in Stoust aven 

Mr. John Dick ſon there 

Mr. Alex Duncan mercht. 
there 


Avetbrothock | 
ä —_— 


4 The Rove My Robert Forbes 


gat Leith | Will. Gray in Blairergo 
® The Rev. Mr Wiltiam F al- Robert Gleig in Druwleithic 
.coner Edinburgh Wiltiam Greig in Pittifeally 


don 


bargh 


| David Fife ciob-maker ha | 


Leith 


James Farqubarſen merch. 

„ 

Mr Fraſer cler at che fugar- 
douſe there 


erge Fife there 


Mr Gedrge 2! Clien there 
John 


ö 


— 


wright Arbutbnoe 


kn Falconer in Burn- head 


ven 


G 
Aberdeen | 


Stonehaveen. 


Me Will Gove Edivburgh 
E - 


'' 5 The Rev. Mfr. Harie Edgar Mr John Gordon mer. Leith, 
_ lex. Godfmian merch. then 


| Mr. lobe 


Poryabarts wheel> | 


WH «ny Ne ame. 


Mr John G aeve anne end | 
Mr Will. Ordham wine coop 
er there 


Mr john Grabam wine-coop» . 
er Lein 7 


Jon Gilmor tleck to Ms 
Bell there 


William Gregg th Bruck aw 
James Greg in Haobſae 


Buckieſmill 


in Drumlethie 


James Greig in 


Stonehaven 
Mr Will Gibbons mer. ther? 


\ John Gairden in Kirktous 
Margaret Fife there 45 


Fettrelo *, 
John „ Cullex 
Hallaburton ir 

Dunk irc 
Alex. Hay ſavith Leith 
Met William Howie Ediur 


| William Heriot book-ſclier 


Mr Hanewickel deckle- ma- 
ker Leith 0 

Mrs Hili there | 

Adolphus Happel at the fs 

gear houſe there 


John Hutchilon in o 
bank wu 


| ames Hog in Cott-Baok: - 


. obert Heras Arduthie 
1 
| The Rev. Mr. George 
Dundee 
| Mr. Donald Irvine Edin. 


lone: 


Keams . — _ 


Pry 


— rr. 


4 — n. mercht. Jouſhs- 


3.33 


2. 


A. Jö ie merch. Stonehaven | 


Wi! K-ck mer. Thurſo. 


Gideon Kemblo mercaant | * 
Stonehaven Eos © 
David MC! a3 an Ediiburzh 
Mr D:y. Murray Radler there 
Mr john M*Donaid there 

Mr Ales. Murdoch there 

, Ir james M*Donzld there 


- The ev mr Lindſay Creill 
Tue Rev. Mr john Leith 


The Rev. Mr David Lyon 


Mrs Logie at mill of Stone 
Alr David Longlands ſclater 


Will, Lamb in Blairerno 


Rob, Lyall in Jacks- bank 
Tho. Leys ia Drumlethe 


teaburg h 


NRicha-d Pane Want e- iron 
(mich Leith 


K 
The Rev. Mr Kilgower at 
Peterhead | | 
Miſs Betty Keith Edinburgh 


Robert Kennedy wish: Lou- | 
don | 


Alex. Knight Fochavers | 
Alex. Keith at Montroſe | 


L 


The Rev. Mr David Lin - 


| 
ſay ia St Audrews | 


near Huntley | 
at D-iedizs | 
Glafzow ß, | 
Mr A. Lai: 8 there | 


Dr joan Lawion ia Stoneha- 
Ven 


haven | | 

Aberdeen 
Dev. Lyall in Ballfigh 
M | 


"te Rev. Mr M*Konochie 
at London 


| The Rev. Mr Geo 
zun Kennedy clerk 2t Leih 


Subſcribers f Name. 
Thomas Irvin Eſq; in toe The Rez. Mr Mitchel * at 


Batb 


The Rev. Mr Mancheld at 
Mr Will. Johnton Baia. F 


Newraltle upon Tyne 


The Rev. Mr Mitchel in ä | 
85 iaburgg 
The! Rev. NI. Michel | in the 


ingie 


Ta: Rau. Mr Wil. M' Ken- 


Zie at Drumlethie 
Müne at 


Taz Rer. Mr. Morice a 
Blairdaff 


Tre Rev Mr Morgan Banff 5 
The Rev. Mr Rob. Maimeſs 


at Stonehaven 


| The Rev. Mr Muche! in 


Elgin 


5 Dr Pinlay Minnes there . 
The Bev. Mr. Alex. Lounan | 


vic Thoinas Murray there 


Mr David M Donald there 
Mr. Donald (I*Ray there 


Dr Tno. M Donald Leith 
Mr Wilt. Lellie a Edinburgb | 


Dr John M Dona'd there 


Nr J. MClagan clerk to 


mr Bel! there 


Mr Monteo ery mer. there 
ald mer. there 


Mr ja. M D 
Capt. Donald M Kiver there 


| Rob. Mitchel barber there 
| Duncan M*Laren gairdener 


Bonnyton 


Mr Will. M*C!laſhan there 
John MLaren at Newhaven 

Geo. Murray in Mondineſs 4 
Charles Manſey in Drum- 


lethie 
| Mr 


Woodhead Feiterletter 


m 1 5 * 2 


Mr Alex. Maſcn merch. in 
Old-Meldrum 
Mr MClagan clerk in Dun- 
uirkie 
Peter Mitchel merch. Kirra- 
"oor. ; 
John Morgan taylor Stone- 
Haven 


Will. Middleton baker there 


John Morgan there 


George Murdoch ſervant to 


lord Gairdenſtone 


Mr jJobn Menzies meren. 
Aberdeen 


William Morgan merch. at 


"TA | 
N 


Mir Ja. Nivie mer. Aberdeen 
Mr Natbanicl Nivie at Man- 


che ter 
Mrs Nivie in Stonebaven 


Mils bell Nairn and Bell“ 


Drummond Leith 


SirWili.Og lvieofBarras bart | 
Mr Will. O, rock Edinburgh 
Mr Jame O. r merch. Leith 


1 mes Oællon there 

ED Ja. O:ckerten a: Prum- 
vocher 

. p 

The Rer. Mr Paul at Lei.h 


Jeremiah Pew farmen there 


Nis Pi 31 thg lhngs there 

Carta n gh rb „ 

TLonas Paterſon rope - ma- 
ker ker: 

Allr Wilham itte Edi inburgh 
NIr WI J. Park at's ONeraven 
Andie Fire Farber there 

gaohn Wat on failor tbere 


R 


The R.v. ear Alex. Robent- 


en Edinburgh 


8 
— 


1 3 bers Names. 


8 
—ů— • 
„ 


f 


— — 


— 


„ th... = 


The Rev. Mr Geo. Roben 
ſon at Stratey 
Mr Alex. Robertſon at the 8 
Andrews arms Londoa 
Mr J:imes Robertſon Edin. 
Mr Thozas Ree there? 
Mrs Ruflet upholſterer ther- 
Mr Dancan Robertion cleik 
old ropperee Leith _ 
Mr J. Robertſon mer. ther- 
Mr "Kew: Robertion book 
binder there 
Mrs Ritchie there 
Miſs Robertſons Barclay-ha 
Mr Geo. Robertſon Notting 
l 
Mr Alex. Robertſon ſchool- 
maſter at Tumell 


Alex. Robertſon atar Blair 


Athole 
Will. Robertſon wright in 
Storehaven 

John Rhynd ſailor there. 

ahn Reid merch. Portſoy 

Will. & Alex. Robertton ma- 
nafadturers Banff 

Ws 


The Rev. Mr Smith at A- 


berdeen 5 
The Rev. Mir Smith at Edin. 
The Rev. mr Stewart at In- 

verreſfss - 

Rev. Norman Sive- 
Kiigbt at Brichen 
The Rey 11 St ewart — 
| O ch. 18 ET A! * © 
The Rev. Nathogiel Spe ce 
dat litenneem 


The 


The Fev. mr Skinner 21 
Long ſide 

Tie Rev. mr Skinner rear 
Fan | 

mr II. Skinner at Burdeaus 
Frauee 


- 


g 9 


Ar Sinclair of Roſland | 

Don. Sutherland clerk Leith 

Lady Sintin ther 

Lady Stewart there 

mr John Stephenſon Edin. 

James Simpſon gardener to 
Lord Arbuthnot 

mr John Spence commiſſary 
of Erichen 

me John Spence town 

„ 

ar John Shepherd manu— 
fad urer there 

Geo. Sime flax 

David Sime weaver there 

f Ja. Sutter in Glenferquher 

In. Sutter ja Mols head La- 
gavin 

Will. Smith in Gowers 

me Robert Strackan Ole- 

meld um . 
3. Stewart Whin-Caft'e 


clerk 


mr John Stewart mer, Pun- 


 quirxie 
Dr J. Stewart of Inch break 
* Scot ſailor Stonet aven 
„ Scot there 
D. Scot ſtationer at Monit 
David Smith merch. Port 
T* 


The Rev. mr Jo. Troup at 


Mucpals 


Alex Traup in Gattenburz 
Seo. Trail NewsYok I 
merica 

Das. Ta, lor Miedicvurgt 
Ivar: Lenant Were 

nr WA. Taylor liter Fen, 
1.1 in Fayler merch. Leith 

5. Shoes heck!e maker 
to the truftces there 
Taylor quate Wr 'ght 

ria. 

. Thom maſon Stonebaven 


[ ? 
| 
. a” 


dreſſet there 


Ven Ib, 1 Nine. 


| 


ö 
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Will. | 
James Weber manufacturef, 


„ 


Pam 
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BK SMITH 
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MINISTERS 5 F. LD ERS 
of the KIRK of SCOTLAND D: 


In which the Manner of PUBLIC Wor- 
SHIP in that Kirk is conſidered ; 
its inconveniencies and defect 

pointed out ; and methods for re- 

[| moving them humbly propoſed. 


{Price SIX-PENCE, ] : 
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A Vindication of SEr Pbams ; in 6. 


neral, and of the ENGLISH Ser- 


VICE in ä 


WW) SH ALL endeavour. to 
juſtify the preſent 


2 
4 9 
— 8 — 4 land, becauſe this way 


f wa. to our great loſs, has been 


ore, that they may be enabled to 
vince gain-ſayers, and, if it be poſlible, 


10 are enraged. againſt all Forms, 
and againſt this in particular. I ſhall 


ulty, to elear their underſtandings, 
nd to remove their doubts, that when 


So 


practice of uſing the 
_ Engliſh Service in ſe» | + 

veral places of Srot- 
2 unuſual in our nation: And there- 


ge. reaſon for chemſelves, and to con- 


eo put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, 
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o my beſt to inform their judgments, 
o recommend it to their rational fa- 
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Tze Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs 
they. are converted, they may. ſtrengthen their 
brethren. And, for this purpoſe, I ſhal 
purſue this Method. 18 


If}, I ſhall prove the larfulneſi and 
neceſſity of Set Forms, from the Old 
Teſtament. 

2dly, Tſhall vindicate the ſame from 
the New Teſtament. | 
z3dly, From the practice of the uni 

. verſal Church. 

4), From the advantages of thi 
way of Worſhip. | 

5 thly, From the diſadvantages of the 
contrary Way. 

„ Grbly, From the ſentiments of the 

8 more learned Preſbyterian Reformers. 

Laſtly, From the weakneſs of the 

Adverſaries Objections againſt! it. 


PAIR KKK 0 et- 


CHAP: I. oy” 
J ET FoRusS proved Lavfil 1 in | the Oid 


Teſtament. 


| | H E R E. is ; nothing” more en 
* A in the Old Teſtament, than 2 
= | — warrant 
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Nuntb. vi. 23, 24, where we ſee God's 

command to Moſes, Speak unto Aa- 
ron, and unto his fons, ſaying, On 
„this wiſe ſhall you bleſs the children 


Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee, &«c.” 
cad 26, 27 Verſes. 


{ mutt here obſerve two things in 


Form preſcribed ro Aaron, who was an 


ot ſuch a gift of utterance as Aaron. 
See Exod. iv. 10, 14. and the Set F orm 
preſcribed by God himſelf. 

24/y, I obſerve, That this Form of 
Penediction was not given as a pattern, 
or a directory, or left to the diſcretion 


-et the words, On this wiſe, may ſignify, 


id 


"© enjoined ; and fo a good argument 


word, as it is enjoined in the ſermon 
the Mount; as well as when it is en- 


warrant for Set Forms. 1 begin with 


of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, The 


he way, Firſt, That there was a Set 
loquent man, and had an extempora- 


ry gift, of expreſſing himſelf; and this 
Wo cn by his brother Moſes, who had 


o the prieſt to alter the words; and 


After this manner ; and, After this manner 
nay ſignify, to ſay the very words that 


or laying the Lord's s Prayer word by 


DA-2——— Jeined 


r * 2 8 : 52 4 14 * 


3 r 


md r — 


Deut. xxi. 7, 8. in the expiation of un- 


ful, O Lord, to thy peaple Ifrael, 


not innocent blood unto thy n 
of Mraelis charge.” 


The confeſfon of him that preſented} 
the baſket of firſt fruits, when the prieſt 


of that fame Chapter, the prayer 


things out of my houſe; x.“ 
we to the. prophets, and we Wiſer 2 
clear warrant for Set Forms. See Joel 
i. 17. Let the priefts, the nriniſters 
4 of the Lord ak between the porch 


"MH 
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joined by St Lale, Chap. xi. 7 er. 2. 
VWhen ye pray, ſay, Our F ather, Oc.“ 
but af this more hereafter. 

See in the next place for Set Fo orms, 


certain murder: And they ſhall an- 
«« fwer and fay, Our hands have not 
+ ſhed this blood, neither have our 
© cyes ſeen itz” Per. 8. Be merci- 


«« whom thou haſt redeemed, and lay 


In the next place, ſee Dent. xvi. 5. 


took it out of his hands, A Syria 
* ready to periſh was my father, G. 
Read alſo from Verſe 12, to:Verſe 16, 


of him that. gave the third year's:tithe, 
Thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy 
God, I brought away the e 


* . 


and 


Fo hs 
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„thy people, O Lord, Ge.“ 


See: H/. xiv. 2. Take with you 


words, turn to the Lord, and ſay 


BM © unto him, Take away all * - 
and receive us gracioufly.” 


But what need we take ſhreds, frag- 
ments, and particular paſſages out of 
the Old Teſtament ? Are not all David's 


Pſalms Set Forms of prayers and praiſes; 


compoſed for the public ſervice of the 
temple? And Hezekiah the king com- 


manded the. Levitet to ling praiſe unto 


the Lord, with the words of David, and 
of Aſaph the ſeer, 2 Chron. xxix. 30. 
And this ſervice was renewed by Ezra, 


Chap. 3. Ver. 10, 11. when he laid the 
, foundation of the ſecond temple. 


CHAP. 1. 


rege Lau! from. i 


Ne ew Teſtament, 
Think it will not be debated, but 


and the altar, and let them fay, Spare 
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_ enjoins that ſame prayer, with very 
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their temple. ſervice. And (as Mr 
Baxter ſays, in his Cure of Church Divif.- 
en, Direction 32. Page 176.) "Dis like, 
the Phariſees' long Liturgy was in ma- 
y things worſe than ours, though the 
Pfalms were a great part of it: and yet 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles oft joined with] 
them, and never condemned them. 
Nay, as far as I can find (faith the 
fame Mr Baxter) the Phariſees and o- 
ther Jews, were not in this ſo blind and 
quarrelſome as we, nor ever preſumed 


to condemn Liturgies or prayers by 
habit. 


Our bleſſed Lord 3 his Bitte 

ples, at their own deſire, to pray, ag 
John taught his Diſeiples. See Luke xi. 
1, 2. And in his moſt excellent ſer- 
mon on the Mount, Matth. vi. 9. he 


Virtle variation of words; fo that it is not 
u rule for prayer, but itſelf a moſt com- 
prehenſive prayer, to fpeak the words 
of the Preſbyterian Directory for Wor 
ſhip, and Larger Catechiſm, 
I know, that they who prefer a fac- 
tion to the 2 and unity of "the 


of SET Forws of Prayer. 7 
and therefore, they tell us; that Matth. 


vi. 9. After this manner, makes it to be 
a Dirediony and not a Prayer. To which 


Tanſwer, 1/t, That it hath not the ſtile 


of a Directory, but it is delivered as a 
Prayer. 2aly, I told in the firſt Chap- 
ter, that the words, After this manaer, 
and on this wife, mav iignify to ſay the 
lame very words. 3dly, It the Diſciples 


took it as a Directory only, as St Mat- 


_ thew words it, then it may be preſum- 


ed, that our Saviour corrected their 


miſtake, by the words of St Luke, and 
commanded them to pray the very 


words. And it is a neceſſary rule for 


interpretation, + Thar when one ex- 


«« prefhon is doubtful, and another 
plain, that the plain expreſſion ſhould | 


determine the debate, and take away 
ie the ambiguity that lies in the doubt- 


ful word.” Thus then the debate be- N 
ing upon the words, After «this manner, 
and the oontroverſy being, Whether it be j 
4 rulsſor a prayer, what can decide the 


debate better than a plain command, 
When je pray, ſay, Our Father, which is 


as plain as the pretept, Love ane another. 


th, We have for this the practice of all 


5 
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the ancient church, the modern, eaſtern 
and weſtern churches, and all other 
proteſtant churches in the world. And, 
Laſtiy, we have the Preſbyterian Direc- 
tory, and the Larger Catechiſin, fo that 
there 1s no doubt of the e eee of 
ſaying the Lords Pr ayer but he 1 an 
ſtion is, If it be e to mit it?? 
But ſome will {ay, ict 118 ule of it 
Was but temporary, for we never read, 
that the apoitles uſed it after the cen- 
lion. To which we anlwer, that there 
is a perpetual uſe for it, and therefore 
It ought ſtill to be faid: there is not 
: one petition in it, that is temporary. | 
j »- And it is not like that preoept, which 
Chriſt gave at a certain time to the Apo- 
ſttles, Go preach, ſaying, the kinguons of beu- 
' Den is at hand; for that ſignified no 
more, than to proclaim, that the Meſſias 
was come, and, that his reformation 
of the Jewiſh and Heathen world was 
begun; but beſides, if they will urge, 
that we are obliged to lay it, as well as 
the Lord's prayer; we tell them, that 
by uling the Book of Common Prayer, 
we do lay it in * 8 ſem- 


ls. * — 5. = + . - - . 
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kingdom of heaven is at hand. 5 
24%, To ſay, that che injunction * 


faying the Lord's Prayer, was but for 


2 time, carries no more weight or rea- 
ſon with it, than what the Quakers ſay 
of baptiſm, that the uſe of it was not 
to be perpetual ; for, ſay they, we ne- 
yer read that the Apoſtles baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt ; and the aſſertion of the one; 
Is as good as the others; for we anſwer 
both Preſbyterians and Quakers, that 


they were commanded, and therefore 


| they were uſed; and there is as good 


reaſon for continuing them to the 


world's end, as was at their firſt: inſti · 
uti. : 


tences of Scripture, Repent ye, for ihe 


But, fay they; every prayer all | 
to be made in the name of Chriſt ; bum 


* „ * - 1 # " * 5 0 
3 r „ ' N 


„ 


this prayer is not put up in his name, 
therefore it ought not to be faid. To 
which we anſwer, 1ſt, That by this ar- 


 Zument, they may forbear ſinging ma- 
ny prayers in the Pſalms of David, ſneh 
as, Lord, hear me, when I call on thee, be- f 
cauſe they arc not offercd in Chriſt's 3 


name. 


2 ly 
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2dly, Praying in the name of Chriſt, 

| ſignifies, Praying by his authority and 
* command ; and this is one ſenſe that the 
Larger Catechiſm gives of it, in anſwer 
to that queſtion, V. hat is it to pra in 
tbe name of Chriſt? 
Za, Prayers may be: offered in his 
name and mediation, though they do 
not name him; for there are prayers 
the diſciples uſed, in which Chriſt is 
Not expreſt, but yet implyed and un- 
derſtood, as that of the Ads iv. 24. 

and the prayer of St Stephen, Ads vii. 
3 Beſides the Lord's prayer, may be of- 
fered to God in Chriſt's name implici- 
; thy, ; in theſe words, Our Father, mean- 
ing not only Father by creation; but 
alſo in the ſtile of the New Covenant, 

Our Father in Feſus Chriſt, the Mediator 
' , and Redeemer of mankind. 

It is a piece of unaccountable ſauci- 
neſs and preſumption, to think, that our 
on words, thall find more acceptance 
} with God, than the words of our infa 
nable Teacher, or that our extemporary 
ſupplications ſhall have more weight 
with God, than the petition that our 
Advocate has drawn tor us; or that we, 


La * 
* 
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with whom the Father may be ill pleaſ- 
ed, ſhall pleaſe. him better with our 


. own words, than in the words of his 
beloved Sou in whom he was, and is well 


pleaſed. They cry out againſt Papiſts, 2 
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tor depriving the people of the cup in 


the Sacrament ; and I think, truly Pa- 


piſts have ſtronger defences for them- | 


ſelves, than they who, in the conſtant 


WW orſhip ot God ,deprive the people ofthe - 
tundamental Liturgy of the Chriſtian 


world, which qualities and ſupplies the 


the imperfections and impes' tinences 


of their own prayers. 


5 Some tell us, they ſay the Lord's | 
a when they lay their own. But 


erein they take their own way and 


not Chriſt's ; and I alk them, Whether 
or not, they have put it in a better dreſs 
Bay ever our Saviour did! J aſk them 


gain, Whether or not, do they think 


Heir Reformation from Popery, from 
their Proteſtaut predeceſſors, and from 
- all Proteſtant churches in the world, 
the more pure and cleanly, that they 


have laid aſide the Form of found words, _ 
viz. the Lord's Pray er, Creed, Doxo- 
logy and Decalogue in their public 

| "Were 
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4 it; by which their meaning is, that 
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y 12 The'Neceſity and Uſefulneſt 
1 — it was with the firſtReform- 
ers, and continues yet in all Proteſtant 


. dently ignorant, as to tell us, That it 
is better to lay the Lord's Prayer aſide, 
4 than to make an idol of it, as they word | 


they ſhould correct the error of the 
people, who think, that no public 
prayer can be accepted of God, with- 
out it be tempered with the Lord's 
Prayer And truly I think, the peo- 
ple's error in this, if it be an error, 
more pardonable, than the cure that 
» their teachers have provided againſt } it, 
And yet I know ſome pariſhes in the 
nation, where the people threatned to 
leave their teacher, if he made no pu- 
blic uſe of the Lord's Prayer, and ſo 
Z Vas forced to condeſcend to the people 
in their idolatry, as they phraſe it, Is 
this the ſpirituality and high attaln- 
ment that giſted brethren have ar- 
* rived at, to lay aſide the words of him, 
who was the Wiſdom of the Father, and 
Had the Spirit without meaſure? May 
not they make uſe of his words, as well 
as he made ute of the words of David, 
8 when 
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hen he faid, My God, My God, &c? 

Our Saviour promiſed to his diſciples 
to ſend the Holy Ghoſt, and that he 
would bring to their remembrance all 
om, he ſpoke to them; would then 
is Holy Spirit of God, to whoſe ope- 
ration the gifted brethren pretend, for- 
get to bring Chriſt's Prayer to their re- 
membrance? Surely all the Chriftian 
world muſt be in a miſtake (not the 
compilers of the Preſbyterian Directory 


bn the right; Chriſt precribed 4 Form, 
{hich neither himſelf, nor any having 
authority from him, ever diſcharged; 
therefore it is law ful, expedient and ne- 
cell lary, to fay 1 it in unity with thechurch, 
becauſe it is commanded, and never 
1 FRE aled by its Author. 

A fecond Argument for Set Forms 
[> that Chriſt himſelf uſed the words of 
D:vid in his laſt agony ; and according 
% learned interpreters, he repeated the 
whole 22d Pſalm, Matth. xxv1. 39. it is 
id, that he ſaid the ſome words thrice. 

3ah, We find the prodigal in, Lake, 

x, repreſented as deliberating and 
7 emeditating on che addreſs he ſhould 

5 


excepted) if theſe gifted brethren be 
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make to his offended and injured fa 
ther; I will Fob and go to my Father, 
and will ſay, &e. In all reaſon the gift. 
ed brethren ſtudy: their addrefles to 
kings, princes and magiſtrates, and put 
their words in their advacate's mouths, 
when they have ſought before che coum 
cil, and expect no immediate aſſiſtance 
at ſuch a time, notwithſtanding that 
Chriſt deſired his difciples not 0 thin 
What 10 ſay at ſach occaſions, becauſe j 
would be given to them in that very moment, 
what to tea. Yet they that cry out «| 
gainſt Set Forms, ſtudy what to ſaybe fort 
court and council, and not what they 
ſhall fiy in the preſence of God, albeii 
Solomon adviſes the quite contrary:} 
Eccleſ. v. 2. Be not raſh with thy 
mouth, and let not thy heart be haily| 
Id to utter any thing before God. But 
theſe Extemporizers are ſo fond of the- 
gitt, that they will not ſpeak. to Ga 
in his Son's language. „„ 25 M 
A third warrant for Set Forms. in 
by New Teſtament, is the Apoſtles 
making uſe of a Set Form of Benedic- 
tion, with very little alteration of words, 
al-ooft in every Epiltle; ; W hich: the enc-] 
mic; 
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mics to Set Forms do uſe, although 
hey uſe not the Lord's Prayer, and yet 
they uſe another Set Form that Chriſt 


y 11 in the name of the Father, &c. 
Amara; may be taken out 


Mr avs, © That they might with one 
I mind, and one mouth, glorify God, 


and, that not only with one mind, but 


bouth. I think, we can hardly make 
V2 00d ſenſe of theſe words, by ſaying, 


by the mind and tongue of the mifn- 
ter, who is the mouth G the congre- 


1ples, nor his prayers, more than we 
tor it is neceſſary, that the congrega- 


tion be of one accord, in doctrine and 
LO and that they be as well ac- 


une ,, nere —_— — — 22 * — ——Dœ—ꝓôñ — —— — — 


enjoined in Baptiſm, to wit, I baptizc 
A fourthArgument tor Set Forms our. 
Rom. xv. 5. 6. There the Apoſtle 


even the Father of our Lord jeſus 

Chriſt. et That ſaith Pool in his Anno- 
ations on the place, they might be 
manimou "2 his worthip and ſervice, 


one mouth, or as if they had but one 
hat a multitude ſhould worſhip God 
gation, when we do not know his prin- 


k119W a worſhip! in an unknown tongue; 


aint with the prayers, as with the 
* praiſes 


16 e Neeeſ ty and Uſefulneſs 
praiſes of the church. See that famous 
place, Ads x. 23. 24. where the mul. 
titude were unanimous, praying the 
|| fame thing. 

A al R for Set Forms inf 
| the New Teſtament, may be drawn} 


ys, ops fp — boy D 


| from St Paul's exhorting the Corinth * 
' &@ns, 1 Epheſ. i. 10. to be of the ſame © 
| mind and judgment. How can this} 
be, unleſs it be in a Form of ſound! | 
| words ia doctrine and worſhip, which 2 


the whole body of believers ſhould be 5 


| acquainted with? Now, what better 
| Form of ſound words cart. ere be for . 


Prayer chan our Saviour's? Or Confel. 
Lion of Faith, than the Apoſtles? Or 


| rule of Duty than the Decalogue, oY, 
Tien Commandments, which are every f 3 
| Holy day repeated in the worſhip tha. 

we plead for? A. 


. A fixth Argument may be 7 > 1 
From 1 Tim. xi. 1. where the ApoltlM. 
| exhorts, that prayers be made for al. 
men. Now according to very learned. 
critics, there is a difference betwixM.. 
| | Praying and the making of Prayers. 
2 there is betwixt Singing and making . 
1 — is compoſing for the. 
f bene 
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benefit of the people, which may be 
faid and prayed, when it is made by 
the people ; which can never be done 
by an extemporary or conceived prayer. 
for it is gone as ſoon as it is ſaid; but 


gain, as long as there is uſe for it. 


Laſtly, Go we to the Book of the 


heaven in prayers and praiſes ſet down 


and by a multitude. See Rev. iv. 8. 9g. 


chey reſt not day and night, ſaying, 
Holy, holy, haly, Lord God Almighty, 


And when thoſe beaſts give glary 


fat. an the. throne, who liveth for ever. 


* worthy, © Lord, to, receive glory, 
and hendur, and power:; for thou 
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when it is made, it can be ſaid over a- 


Revelation, we will find the worſhip of 


to our hands, in unity and uniformity, 


10. 11. And the faur beaſts had each 
* of them ſix wings about him, and _ 
they were full of eyes within, and 


** which was, and is, and is to come. | 
and honour, and thanks, to him that 


che four and twenty elders fell down 
e before him that ſat on the throne, 
and yorſhip him that liveth for ever 
and evyer, and caſt their crowus be- 
fore the throne, faying, Thau art 


— 
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Ln 


þ + - 
* 1 - - : 7 = N 7 
7 1 4 ' 


* art worthy to take the book, anc to 


and tongue, and people, and nation 


Ro « Bleffivg, honour, glo 
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'< haſt created all things, and for thy 
N pleaſure they are and were created. » 
Chap. v. from ver. 9. to the end, ** And 
they ſung a new Song, ſaying, Thou 


open the ſeals thereof: for thou waſt 
* flain, and haſt redeemed us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kindr:6f 


And haſt made us unto our God 
+« kings and prieſts, and we ſhall reign 
on the earth. And 1 beheld, ane 
heard the voice of many angel 
* round about the throne, and ti 
- «« beaſt, and the elders, and the nun 
ber of them was ten thoufand tin al 

ten thouſand, and thouſands if 
thoufands, ſaying, with a loud voice 
60 Worthy 1 is the Lamb that was flain 
* to receive power, and riches, and 
„ wiſdom and ſtrength, and honou! 
and glory, and blefling. And even 
<< creature which is in heaven, and ol 
* the earth, and under the Gar 
aud ſuch as are in the ſea; and : 
- << that ave in them, heard 1, Lain 


ry and pow: 
= * that ktrech pon l 


— 
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" throne; and nnto the Lamb for ever 
„and ever. And the four beaſts faid, 
„Amen.“ Chap. vii. from ver. 9. to 
cr. 13. After this, I beheld, and lo, 
%a great multitnde, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and 
„ kindreds, and people, and tongues,- 
*© ſtood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands: And 
« cried with a loud voice, ſaying, Sal- 
vation to our God, which fitteth oy 
on the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
And all the angels ſtoed round abou | 
the throne, and about the elders, and 
the four beaſts, and fell before che 
throne on their faces, and worſhip- | 
«« ped God, ſay ing, Amen: Bleſſing, 
< and glory, and wiſdom, and thank(- 
giving. and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and 
=_ © ever. Amen. Rev. xix. from VET. 11 
8. And after theſe things, I heard al 
great voice of much people in het-! 
ven, Gying, Halelujah, ſalvation, 
and glory, and honour, and power, 
unto the Lordour God : for true a 
as © xighteous are ——— for he 
9 * 
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ſmall and great. 
were the voice af a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
ſaying, Halelujah : for the Lord God | 
£ Omnipotent reigneth. f 
* glad and rejeice, and give honour 

to him; for the marriage of the | 
|, Lamb is ceme, and his wife hath 
, made herfelf ready.“ Now if the 
þrorttip of heaven be unanimous, fo 
that with one voice, one note, they 


N 
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L _*« hath judged the great whore, which 


1 „ 


did corrupt the earth with her for- 


nication, and hathaven ged the blood 
of his ſervants at her hand. And 


again they ſaid, Halelujah: and her 


ſmoke roſe up for ever and ever. 
And the four and twenty elders, and 


the four beaſts, fell down, and wor- 


* ſhipped God that ſat on the throne, | 


ſaying, Amen. Hallelujah. And a 


voice came out of the throne, fay- 
ing, Praiſe our God, all ye his ſer- 


vants, and ye that fear him, both 
And I heard as it 


Let us be 


14 peak the ſame thing, [think we. ought : 


{xo do- the will of God on earth, as it. is 
| fox ein heaven, Which. 3s met to 


td 


wg, 


do, ſo long as one congregation knows 
not how the other worſhips God: But 


by a public Liturgy, a whole — * 
is like one congregation, and one con- 


gregation like one family, and one fa- | 


mily like one man. 


I conclude from our warrant * Set 
Forms from the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, that we have authority from the 


word of God, to worſhip him by Set 


Forms : But here a defiance given to all 
the Preſbyterians in the world to pro- 
duce their warrant to pray off hand to 
2 congregation, by teachers not imme- 


diately inſpired, and this they muſt prove 
before we believe them; and the beſt 
evidence they can give of their being [ 
acted immediately by the Spirit, is for 
ſome of them to go to the. Highland 
countries, and preach and pray to the | 


people there in the Iriſh language, as 


_ readily as they can doin their mother 
tongue; but this, I think, none of them 
will attempt, and yet I ſhall prove | 
hereafter, that praying by the Spirit, 
ſignifies praying in a language, which | 
men never learned by art, nor practice: 

*. ſo far are theſe Eaem per 
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from venturing to pray in Iriſh, that, 
in an univerſity, they will not venture 
to pray off hand in Latin, though they 
have learned that language by the help 
of grammar. I do not deny, but men 
may pray ex tempore, but this comes by 
habit, ſtudy and induſtry; and they 
| | that pretend immediate aſſiſtance by 
| | the Spirit, can produce no Sa ipture 
| | warrafit, but what will do as great ſer- 
vice to the Quakers, and other Enthu- 
| fhaſts, whom Preſbyterians- condemn 
+ for Hereticks, as well as foritheir, ex- 
temporary worſhip, in oppoſitiag to 
| + Set Forme, as I ſhall plainly make ont, 
ir when I anſwer their — e 
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living. commentary that we can have 
for clearing doubtful paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, we would be at a very great loſs 
to find out Infant Baptiſm, and the 
change of the ſeventh day into the firſt 
day of the week, if the practice of the 
church did not clear us in the contro: 
'erſy. St Paul makes an argument 
from this topic in the cafe of uncaver ing 
the head in public aſſemblies, 1 Cor. xi: 
16. But if any man feem to be con- 
S © tentious, we have no fach cuſtom, | 
neither the churches of God :“ As if 
he had faid, If any man ſeem nice and 
captious upon this point of. wicovering - 
e bead, I appeal to the practice of the 
Church. God appointed paſtors and 
teachers in his Church to. the end of 
the world, whole office it is to judge 
and conſider, what is beſt for the edi- 
fication. of the pęople: and the prieſt'r 
_ {'ps are to preſerve knowledge, in the New 
Jeſtament, as well as in che Old; all | 
chat have ears are commanded to hear 
whar the Spirit faith unto the Churches, | 
and not to every new-fangled preteng 
der, that. affects ſingularity, and to. be i 
out of the ordinary road, and flight | 
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things that are common, tho” never fo 
ſafe; and idolizes his own invention, 
tho* never ſo dangerous, to pleaſe the 


itching ears of thoſe that heap up teac 


ers ts themſelves, and are carried about 


with every wind of vain doctrine, that 
have a liquoriſh curioſity, and are 
glutted with wholeſome truths. 


It is hard to prove, that there were 


not Set Forms of prayer in the Apo- 
{tle's days, for the public edification 
of the aſſemblies ; for Timothy, 2 Epiſt. 
Chap. 1. Ver. 13. is commanded to Hold 
faſt by a form of found words : and where- | 
in could the Form of ſound words be, bu: 
in faith and in worſhip ? But tho? there 
had not been a Form for public wor- 
ſhip, they had immediate inſpiration, | 
and infallible conduct, which was not 


to continue to the end of the world, 


and which the Extemporizers cannot þ 
pretend to; but yet it is certain, ar 
lcaſt, highly probable, that there were 
Set Forms in the Apoſtolical times, be- 
cauſe Timothy (as I told in the preceed- 


ing Chapter) was deſired o make prayer:, 


which ſignifies fo compoſe them: And 


Beza's Commentary upon theſe words 


ot 
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of St Paal, 1 Cor. xi: 34. leren 
„I will ſet in order when I come,” 
that is, Formsof Prayers, and other things 
relating to diſcipline ; fo that in Beza's 


Apoſtle's days. Several learned Di- 


uninſpired men could not make off- 


uſed among the Jews, and compoſed 


Book, o7th Epiſtle to Trajan, where 


n. gives an account of the Chriſtians, 


Hum to their Chriſt, as unto God. And 
it is reaſonable to conclude, that the 


leg day's, becauſe i it Was commanded, 


5ytour collected out of the Jewiſh Li- 


tlrgy, if we believe the learned Grego- 
*, and other divines. But that it was 


40 <tually ulcd, 1 ſhall prove from an 
E Heathen, 


— —m— — — .— KK — 


opinion, Forms of Prayer were in the 


nes, particularly, Mr Dodwe!l, in his 
inn Book, De jure Laicorum Sacerdo- 

i, affirm, That the Chriſtian worſhip 
conſiſted moſt part of Hymns, which 


h:nd, and that theſe were Chriſtian 
Hymns, (as the Pſalms of David were 


des among the Heathens,) may ap- 
pear from Plinius Secundus, his rioth 
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that they met daily together, aud ſung @ 


Lord's Prayer was uſed in the Apo- 


there is a perpetual uſe for i . and our 
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Heathen, and ſome ancient Chriiliar;s, 


Father; which all conclude to be tlie 


Poſtolical age, diſcourſing of the Lord”: 
Prayer in his Apologet. tells us, Tha! 
Chriſt inſtituted a new Form of Pray- 


reckons our Saviour 8 preſcribing it as 
one of the Divine Precepts impoſed 


« an Advocate with the Father, when 


alk it in the words of our Advocate.” 
Again .St Jerom, adverſ. Pel. Lib. 3. 


-Apoftles, that every day they laut 


59. ad Paul. nat the Lord's Prayer 
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And firſt from Lucian in his PVilep; 
who tells us, that the Chriſtians uſed 3 
conſtant Prayer that began with Th: 


Lord's Prayer. Tertullian, who lived 
about an hundred years after the 4- 


er for his new Diſciples. And St (;- 
prian, who lived in the 250 Year of 
God, writing upon the Lord's s Prayer, 


upon his people. We have,” faith he, 


« we aſk pardon for our ſins, let us 


Cap. 8. tells us, That Chriſt taught hö 


| lay, Our Father 1 Hich art 1/1 h e 71. And 


St Augnſtine tells us, Hom. 42, 50. Epi. 


« was every day ſaid at the altar, and 
« that almoſt every church conclud: 0 


With | it, 
Again 


ſt 


in the Primitive Church, we find Or:i- 
%, who lived in the year 230, in 


— 


in our prayers, Give, Almighty God, 
give us a part with the Prophets.“ | 
We find three antient Liturgies ; one 


thoricy'; and Cyril Archbiſhop of Alex- 


dia writes a Comment upon It : this 
"A Jerom tells, de Scr pt. in Cyr. and 
there is that Form in it, with little va- 
riation, which is in the Engliſh Litur- 
gv : Lift up your hearts ; we lift them up 
% the Lord; it is meet, and right, and 
bounden duty to praiſe thee. There- 
For e with Angels and Archangels, &c. All 
EOS is in St CyriPs Comment. Cyril, 
(.itech. Myſtag. 5. And the ſame alſo 
in thoſe antient Liturgies of Rome 


RL... 
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Again to prove that Set Forms were 


7 *. 11. citing a piece of Liturgy in 
is days, in theſe words, We often ſay 


compoled by St Peter for Rome, 2 a ſe- 
ond by St James for Jeruſalem, . a 
third by St Mark for Alexandria; which, 
tough they have been corrupted in 
[ter ages, and undergone ſome alte- 
rations ; yet, as to the purer part, they 
reliſh of a Primitive and Goſpel Stile; 
and that of St James was of great au- 
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and Alexandria; and St Cyprian menti- 
ons it, as a Form received! in the Church. 


The Prieſt, ſaith he, in the Preface be- 
fore the Prayers, prepares the minds 


of the brethren, by ſaying, ** Lift up 


* your hearts,” that ſo while the pco- 
ple anſwer, * We lift them vp untg 
the Lord,“ they may be admonith- 


ed, That they ought to think on no- 


ing but the Lord. | * pr. de Ora, 


| Ds, ; 


It doth afo appear from the Anti 


ents, That there was a certain Form 
of Baptiſm, which limited Prieſts from 
extemporary ways; as may be ſeen by 
the anſwers made to the Prieſts, oy 
merions baptized, which, by learned 
Divines, is thought to be the anſwer 
of a good conſcience,“ ſpoken ot Þ 
by St Peter, 1 Epiſt. Chap. iii. Ver. 21. 

That 1 is of a well informed underſtand- 


ing in the Chriſtian Principles. Sce 


for this, Doctor Falkner, his Lib. Ecc. 
Alaithew Holes Letters, and Doctor Sa 
in his Uſe of Forms of Prayer. 


I find the learned Dr . 
Haxe 3th of his Preface to his penn: 


ions on the Plalms, cite out of Biblio- 
Te 
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ne Patrum, the ſaying of. Hippolitus 
jiſhop of Porta, and martyr in the year 
220, for the Chriſtian Religion, viz. 
« That when the Antichriſt ſhould. 
triumph; then the reading of Scrip- 
i tures, and Set Forms of Prayer 
fhould be turnedoutof the Church.“ 
And Comber, in his Preface of his Con- 
*c.io to the Altar, cites Ferom's Com- 
mentary on Daniel, aſſerting the very 
ume thing of Hippolitus, to wit,“ That 
the ceſſation of Liturgies was a prin- 
cipal ſign of the coming of Antichriſt. 
Again, to prove that there were Li- 
turgies in the earlieſt Ages ofthe Church, 
ire St Chryſoſtom, Patriarch of Conſtauti- 
ple, ogg lived in the Year * God 
$80. n , „ Hom. - 18. ** For 
5 cheſs » faith he, that are polleſſed 


with devils, and are under penance, 
Common Prayers are made both by 


People and Prieſt; and we all ſay 
** one and the ſame Prayer.” And 
then he goes on, and tells us, That 
when the Prieſt prays for the People, 
in theſe words, The Lord be with 
you; “ they prayed for him in theſe 
vords, © And with thy ſpirit. ? 


— 
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It is the opinion of ſeveral learned 
; perſons, particularly Dr Scot, that at 
' firſt they were not ſo ſtrictly limited to 
dne Form of Liturgy, but that, upon 
_ occaſſion, they might intermingle other 
1 orms. either of their own, or oth- 

| men's compoſure ; but this liberty be 
came prejudicial to religion; for by 
this, many ill compoſed prayers, and 
the prayers of Hereticks were inter- 
mingled in the Public Offices. And 
- Auguſt. de Bapt. cont. Don. Lib. b. 
| complains, „ That many take up pr ay 
mers, hand over head, which were 
11 | BY compoſed, nor only by nnſkil! al 
|| © perſons, but alſo by Hereticks, and not 
5 | being able to diſcern what they are, 


* 


| © through their ſimplicity and igno- 
| | « rance, do ule them, thinking the + 
dare very good.” And ee ee 
tze Church took care to obviate the“ 
| | inconveniences; and ordained, that no 
[+ - Prayers ſhould be uſed in pablic, but 
what were approven by the Church; 
and the reaſon is given in the twelfth 
Canon of the Milevitan Council; lea't, 
through ignorance or indeliberation 
ſomething be ſaid that 3 is unfound, and 
_ againil 
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1-ainfſt the faith. But if we proceed 
2 the fourth, aud following Centuries, 
we ſhall ſee a cloud of witneſſes for 
ot Forms of Prayer, ſuch as Saints 
( ryſoftom, Baſil, Auubroſe and Auſtiu. 

Come we 2 815 eformed Churches, 
we fhall find no Proteſtant Church in 


the world want its Set Forms of Pray- 
er, and of adminiſtring Sacraments. 
cept the Diflenters in Emglend, and 


Preſbyterians in Scozland ; and, in this 


Point, they ſtand by themicives, in 
E oppoſition to all the Antient and Mo- 
a vn Churches. 


Before 1 cloſe this Chapter, I hall 
newer the Extemporizers principal 


1 arguments from Scripture and Antiqui- 
iy. There are two Scriptures addu- 
cod ordinarily in defence of conceived 
=y ayer, which truly will ſerve the Qua- 


i's purpoſe as W ell as theirs, The 
8 is in Zech. xii. 10. And I will 


0 pour upon the ES of David, 
and the inhabitants of Jeriſa- 2 
88 8 the ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- | 


cation.” The ſecond is, Rom. viii. 


. Likewiſe the Spirit helpeth our 


** 1nfirmities: For we know not what 
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« we ſhould pray for, as we ouglu; Mc: 
but the Spirit itſelf maketh inter- 
ceſſion for us, with ; gs which 
cannot be uttered. 


For Anſwer, + :r/t, [ hope, they will 
diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſpirit or life »t 
Prayer, and the words ot Prayer; the | 
ſpiric of Prayer conſiſts in faith, fer- 
vency and zeal, in the love of God, 
and of his laws, all which conſiſt in | 
the temper of the heart, of w hich no. 
man is judge: for no man hath a win 
; dow in his heart, at which his neig}:- 
bour may look in, to dilcern the ſin- 
Cerity, or the plague thereof: It is true, 
| there was a gift of diſcerning Spirits, 
but this was given by the infallibl- 
| conduct of the Holy Ghoſt: and as 
| yet, it may be an caſy thing to know | 
an evil heart, from a lewd "and looſe 

way of living; but it is very hard to 

know an upright heart, becauſe an 
hypocrite may have an outward ap- 
pearance, and never be diſcovered, 
till the maſk of diſſimulation fall off. 

Now this ſpirit of prayer may be in 

good men, though they do not utter 


aheir und to God 1 W words but be- 
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cauſe from the Old and New Teſta- 


ments, we are obliged to worſhip God 


in holy convocations, and religious 
aiſemblies, to pay our homage to God, 
11d to be edified ourſelves, this muſt 
be done by a vocal, and not a mental 
{cryice in prayers and praiſes to God; 

and it is dure, that all in public meet- 
ings, do not pray with the Spirit, nor 
ting with grace in their hearts; but 
becauſe we can take no immediate in- 
pection into the hearts of one another, 
ive mult let this alone to their proper 
Judge, and every one is to look to his 


en heart, as he ſhall be anſwerable, 


bec cn the Spirit in man, knows what is 
man. But there! is a ſpecial obligation 


1 upon all men to meet together to wor- 


mip God publicly; for this ſee Lev. 
iii. 3, 7, 21, 24; 27, 36. and John 
*. 19. Ads ii. Chap. i. 40. ill. i. XX. 7. 

Heb. X. 2 Ss 
But, 2. This di ſtinction of the Spi- 
of prayer, and the words of a pray- 
er, may appear from that paſſage, Rom. 
viii. 26. Making interce Jon for us with 
- oanings thut cannot be uttered, This im- 
vlics only, that there may be prayer 
without. 


1 


8 


. 
. 


grace in our hearts, and yet we may 
do it with the Lozdor and Elgin tune“ 
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without words: 
zeal, earneſtneſs and affection, that can- 


not be uttered, doth not imply the in- 
ſpiration of words. 
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with the Spirit, and do ſomething for f 
ourſelves: The Spirit did immediately 
help the firſt miniſters of the goſpel, 
and continues ſtill to help us by e 
Word and Sacraments; fo that our ra- 
tional faculties are aſſiſted and impro- 
ven by ſtudy and induſtry, and we are 
not to be like pipes, trumpets, or hol 

low veſſals, that can breathe nothing 
but what is breathed into them. 


ſay, that the Spirit inſpires them in the | 
vocal part of worſhip, becauſe by his 


invention. 
Spirit that words their prayers to them, 
then it is a ſinful omiſſion of them, ne: 


for to inſpire us with 


3, The Spirit is ſaid to aſſiſt or 
help our infirmities, which ſuppolic:, 
that we ſhould concur and go along 


But 47þly, If they ſhall inſiſt, and 


help, we cry, Aba, Father. I anſwer, 
That the Spirit aſſiſts us to ſing with 


which are of human compotition an! 
2dly, It they lay, It is the 


to 
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utter thele words in all their pray- 


e's, Abba, Father. But 34ly, the word 
%%, doth not imply vocal expreſſion; 
for Lam. ii. 18. Ic is faid, Their heart 
ef uato the Lord. So Gen. iv' 10. AbePs 
1.9.1 is faid to cry, and Jam. v. 4. The 
ers hire ts faid to cry againſt oppreſ- 


come in the next place, to anſwer 
„hat I find them cite from the Anti- 
ents in vindication of their excempo- 
-1ry prayers. And, 

ft, They cite a paſſage out of Ter- 
an's Apolog. Sine Monitore quia de pec- 
bore, without one 10 prompt, or ſtir them up 
pray, becauſe it came from the heart. 
Wi, ich paſſage is ſomewhat dark, as 
the learned Father is in many places of 
nis writings, becauſe he affected to i- 
1n:{t2te the Greek Phraſeology in his ſtyle. 
Br cannot fee how this pallage can 
ke for extemporary Prayer: Iſt, be- 
cue the Father mould contra diet him- 
l in other places, where he is for 
8e Forms. 2dy, Without a Monitor, 
ii he means the public worſhip, it 
. ! Ae the meeting to want a 
to be mouth the of the congre- 
gatlion, 


— — — | r 
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gation, in an extemporary Prayer, 
which, as I ſhall prove, is a Set Form 


to the people. I find learned men 


have various gueſſes upon the words, 
ſome athrming, that they had a Glen 
worſhip, every one upon their knees, 
having their own ſecret cjaculations 
in the meetings, as ſome deyout Hex 


thens of old, and Chriſtians in ths 
Church of Bohemia ſometimes uſed: 
but omitting the different conjectures, 


I tatisfy myſelf with that INgenious 


one, that Dr got gives upon the point: 


This expreſſi ion, as he obſerves, alludes 


to nenn cuſtoms in worſhip 


which began with an invocation of 
their greater deities by name, re-cited 


by the Prieſt out of their retuals, aud 
repeated by the people after him; but 
prieſt and people had over them bud 
a Monitor Cujtos, and overſeer, whole 
office was ro correct prieſt and peop'c, 


when the one dictated, and the otber 


repeated fallly. And for this he cite: 
Pliny, lib. Xxxviii. 2. and Livy, lib. iv. 


who tells, That prayer was made by 


the people, two men going befor: 
them, or diclatin g to them. 
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So that Tertullian's meanin g is, That 

in the Chriſtian Aﬀemblies, they need- 

ed not aMinitor or Overſeer, - ſuch as 

the Heathens had, 4 had 
ail their prayers by heart. 

Another paſſage I find cited out of 


$-crates Scholaſticus, lib. 5. Chap. 21. 
Every where and in every worſhip 


of prayer, there are not two to be 
found that ſpeak the fame words; 


and therefore, ſay they, Their Prayers 


were conceived, and not received Forms. 


anſwer, it will be found by what goes 


betore, that he ſpeaks not of the words 
of prayer, but of the different ceremo- 
mies of- worſhip | in different Churches; 


or he tells, thac in Helass For wfalem 


and Theſfalia, Prayers were made whilſt 


candles were lighting, according to 


oe: manner of „ py ng at Conſtanti> 


nige, and that in Cæſarea, in Cappadocia, 
and Cyprus, the Preſby ters and Biſhops, 
always interpreted Scriptures on Sa- 


turday, and the Lord's Day in the even- 


ing, the candles being lighted: ſo that 


he means of ceremonies and rites, 
and not of Forms of Prayers. So much 


then for the practice of the Univerſal 


D —Church. 


* L 
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L church. I go on next to the fourth 


oint I Propoſed | in the method. 


% 


— S ee 


1 N 
Containing the Advantages of 8zr F ORA 


in General, and for the * Service 


in Particular. 


I men were heartily reſolved againſt | 


pride, and to overcome the pre- 
judice of an unhappy education, they 


might quickly perceive many advanta- 


Th | ges, by the Book of Common Prayer, 
|, as ſeverals, even of late, in this nati- 
on, have found to their comfort and 

experience; aud wonder how they 
for ſo long time have been bemiſted 
and bewildered, through their igno- 
rance and their want of practice: [ 


— iD I 
— ů 


mh . of worſhip. 


1ſt, We have che advantage of autho- 


1 rity, we are ſure that that which is 
cdompoſed deliberate of by the wiſdom 


ſhall mention ſome advantages that can 
never be had in an extemporary way 


and 


4 
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and prudence of Church Repreſenta- 
tives, Guides and Governors, 1s, at 
leaſt, is preſumed to be, more perfect 
chan that which is ſuddenly expreſſed 
by ſingle perſons, who know not what 
they are tofay before hand, nor remem- 

ber what they have ſaid, after their 

pravers are done; and far leſs can the 

hearers mind what is ſaid, when they 

hase no time to think upon every ex- 
preſſion, that is put up in their names. 
So then, the Prayers that are made by 
our Church Governors (whoſe office it 
to rule and ſeed the flock) have, or 
in = region ought to have greater autho- 
rit y; and har Prayers are compdofed 
by them. We may reaſonably call them 

our Prayers, as we call the Law of 
the 1 our Law; becauſe of the 
COMMON intereft we have in it, tho' 

wowere not at the making of the Acts 
of Parliament. The Prayers of the 
-hurch are our own Prayers, becauſe 
they are compoſed for the benefit and 
:rereſt of our ſouls: our part is to 
dic to the Chriſtian Aſſembly, with 
uble, lowly, penitent and obedient 
ee e with freſh and fervent af- 
D 2 fections, 


1 
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fections, to join with the Paſtor in che 
good Words that the Church has Pi- 
pared to our hands. Now, is it not 
wore reaſonable, that the united will 
dom of our Church Rulers, ſhould im- 
| poſe their own premeditate, and well 
digeſted Forms upon their children, 
than that every whining bungler and 
| novice, ſhould impoſe his rude, rh, 
f and inconſiderate expreſſions, Which! 
neither ſpeaker nor hearer can knoy 
before hand, and evaniſh in the air af 
ker they are done? The Extemporizc:: 
will not ſay, that their Prayers arc i. 
fallible ; and yet they ſay, that the in- 
fallible Spirit indites them; this is nt 
very reconcilable with ſenſe nor re 
ſon. Now, compare their Extempor 
Fw Prayers, with a well compoſed Pran 
er, it will be found, that the compolc\| 
Prayer hath the advantage for ſen{ 
| and connexion, which could not be, f 
the Spirit of God had been the Aut 207 
| of thele conceived Prayers : nor is !! 
like, that the Spirit of God ſhould Ut⸗ 
ter itſelf in Prayers, with curſes, im; re. 
cations, paſſions, nice abſtruſe notic 5 


and ſpeculative opinions, nor in coarle, 
homely, 
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peelhons, which is but too well known 


not one knows in any congregation, 


knows, "bits brother of the next congre- 
gation is guilty of all the Lndecencies 
mat are alledged againſt them, and 10 
can plead for none but himſelf. But 
the Latin and Greek Church, and all 
P.:cſtant Churches abroad, may, and 
do approve of the Engliſh Service, it 


Languages. So much then for the firſt 
vantage, 70 7v1it, that of Authority. 


ormity in the order of time, place 


lage, that the whole body of a Na- 
ad Church, is like one Parith, that, 
us It were, with one mouth, one heart, 

ne language, at one time, like one 


"ecalions, and neceſſities of mankind? 
aud that they: agree with all Chriſtians 
31] te ww orld, in the fundamentals and 


it mely, nonſenſic, blaſphemous ex- 
trough the three kingdoms. And 


hen the other worſhips God; ſo that 
br ought one Preſbyterian Teacher 


being tr antlated iuto all the European 


\ ſecond Advantage is, of Unity and 


26 1 is Is it not a ſingular ad- 


man, ofier upthe lame united Prayers 
+1d Praiſes for the ſame unchangeable 


Z a UL ſterie: 5 
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Q[ myſteries of our holy Religion, What 
This is a very great happineſs ; for uni. 
love and affection to one another : chi; 


Unity of the Spirit in the bond off 
Peace. As for order of time, the Uni. 
verſal Church hath agreed upon the 
Lord's Day, fo alſo upon other ſpecial 


the ſpecial hiſtories and myſteries of 
the Goſpel ; and, as the ſun in the fi: 
mament, by its yearly courſe in its d- 
clination and elevation, ſo are the lighu 
and beams of the Sun of righteouſneß 
i pread yearly through the Church: for 
on the Faſt Days, the doctrine of r-- 


riour, and the perſecution and mar 
tyrdom of the Saints, are hiſtoricalh 
narrated, to the knowing, and to rhe 


impreſſio on upon them all the year 0 
ver: . « As every thing,” 510 


ever other differences be amongſt us 
ty in faith and worthip, unite men in 


is to be one new man, and to keep the 


Anniverſary Solemnities, as in the An- 
nual Faſts and Feſtivals of the Church iſ 
by which poor people are inſtructed inf 


pentance, humiliation, mortification, 
the paſſion and crucifixion of our S5. 
ignorant, that theſe things may oy 


— 
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Solomon, is beautiful in its ſeaſon,” fo 
to elevate and chear up our drooping 


ſpirits, which have been exerciſed with 
the terrors of the Law in the ſeaſons of 
Faſting, the wiſdom of the Church, aſ- 
{ſiſted by the Spirit of God, hath ap- 
pointed the Solemnitics of Feſtivals, to 
commemorate the fignal mercies of 
God, who concerned himſelf fo much 
in the ſalv ation of mankind, . 


Thus we have the hiſtorics of the 


birth, reſurrection and aſcenſion of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and the deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt, ſolemnized by Goſ- 


pels, Epiſtles, Sermons and Devotions, 


{uitable to all theſe occaſions. As al- 


ſo, the days of the holy Apoſtles, the 


happy Inftruments of the Reformation 
of the World from Judaiim and Paga- 


S 


„ 


niſm: and the commemoration of 


_ theſe days, give us an account of their 
lite and death, that we may bleſs God 

for their labours, and that he may give 
us grace to follow their good example. | 

add to this, what is related to us by | 


good Authors concerning the Greek 


Church, that it is the folemn obſerva- | 
tion dof the Anaiverlary Faſts and Fe- 


- | ſtivals, 
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ſtivals, keeps up any memory of the TE 
{tian Religion among them; and, 
my ceriain knowledge, in ver C 
places of the Highlands of Scotland:, i 
is by fome Hymns in the Iriſh "Ws 
guage, of Chriſt's birth, death and re- 
ſurrection, that they know any thing 
of the hiſtory of our Saviour. 

Is not this then a ſpecial advantags. 
that all the Chriſtian world, like one 
family, is taught the ſme leſſon at t':c 
ſame time, in re nations, that dif- 
fer in habit, manners, diet and lan— 
guage? yet all agreeing in the ſame 
fundamental a and articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, even like a proteſ— 
ſor of any ſcience, who teaches one 
and the ſame leſſon, to an hundred 
diſciples at the ſame time? And ſurelx 
that which comes in with a parade and 
ſolemnity, is more taking, than that 
which is common and ordinary. Ano- 
ther Uniformity, in decency and or- 
der, we expreſs by this way of wor- 
ſhip, is in the ordering of our outward 
man, into a reverend, regular and ſui- 
table poſture of Prayers and Praiſes 
1 and at ſome occaſions in publie wor- 


ſhip, 
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ſkip, we find no poſture of Scripture, | 
but kneeling, bowing, ſtanding and 


uncovering the head: as for ſitting, 


we find it no ways commanded nor 


practiſed. It is very reaſonable, that 
we ſhould give outward expreſſions of 
| inward joy or ſorrow; and thus we 
kneel in the time of Praying, and 
fi ind in the time of Praiſes. The bo- 
dy 1s God's creature, as well as the 
ul, and we expect a reſurrection to 


i:, and homage is required of it, 1 Cor. 


vi. 20. It muſt then be ſacrilege to 


J.fraud our Superior and Benetac- 
tor of the vaſſallage that is due to him 


trom our bodies ; we are forbidden to 
tall down or kneel to any idol, becauſe 


that humble poſlure is due only to 


God, and we are commanded r fall 


down, and worſhip, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker, Pſal. xcv. 


1 cannot waly ſce, but they that Gt "7 


in the time of Prayers and Pr aiſes, are 
33 guilty of irreverence and indecency, 


3 the Quakers that diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves from all Chriſtians, by their co- 
vered heads : and truly, as others come 


2car the Quakers in their pretended 
inſpiration, of 
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inſpiration, by their Extemporary 
Prayers, ſo do they, in the geſture of W pr 
their body, many parts in the nation in. 
+ fitting at Prayers, leaning on their el. 
bows, with their heads half and alto- 
gether covered. Surely ſuch a beha- 
viour, is no evidence of inward devo- 
tion: for, if the inward man govern 
the outward, it will diſcover itſelf in 
external ſigns of inward joy or humi- 
liation, as light is diſcovered through 
a lantern: public worſhip muſt ha: 5 By 
public figns of honour : a viſible wer- 
hip muſt be expreſt 1 in viſible actions 
| and geſture {hoviu 116 Hiort be ſcrupled 
at, than a tuneable voice, and we have 
no expreſs command to praiſe God 
with ſuch and ſuch a tune: theſe and 
ſeveral other circumſtances, are left to 
the wiſdom of thoſe that have the rut 
oder us, whom we are to obey in the Lord. 
A third Advantage is, That of our 
een and certainty of the pure 
preaching of the Word of God, and we 
have the Goſpel, uncorrupted | with 
the notions, fancies, inventions and 
| ' glofle; of men; for if. in Seripture 
Stile. the rea: dizg of the Script ures be the 
voice 
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voice of God, and if it be the pure 
preaching of the word, and, if diſcourſ- 
ins or interpreting a text, be not pro- 
n-rly Goſpel, nor preaching the Goſ- 
pct, then we are ſure we have the word 
of God preached to us, and the party 
that oppole us, want this advantage; 
but nothing, in propriety of ſpeech, 
can be called the Word of God, but 
intpired expreſſions or CanonicalScrip- 
ture, which is not read in Preſbyterian 
Aſſemblies ; and, what is done among 
them by diſcourſes or lectures, is nei- 
ther done in order, nor in unity, eve- 
ry one chuſing a text or piece of a 
Chapter, at his own diſcretion, and 
Sow never meddling with the ſpe- 
ialities of the Goſpel: for fo have I 
3 even in our Epifcopal times, a 
very learned and * man, cdlicourſe 
won theſe 8 2 NI 118 i. 13. 
And Hazael ſaid, What is thy ſer- 
vant, a dog, that he ſhould do this 
great thing?” And he continued 
1-ce quarters of a year upon that text, 
don ſuch Sundays when the Chri- 
H world was commemorating the 
reckion of Chriſt, and the deſcent 
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of the Holy Ghoſt. Which ſubjeas 


are never touched nor handled, in al! 


the diſcourſes that are made by the 
gifted Brethren ; yea, to my own ex- 


perience, I have diſcourſed with ſeve- 
rals, that could read, and had their 
_ Bibles upon their tables every day, and | 
profeſtingenuouſly to myſelf, that they 
never minded they had read that hiilo- 


ry of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, til 
they heard my ſelf preach a ſermon upon 


Whitſunday, Now, if this Nation 5 
Church were determined to a Liturg 


the very ſhepherds could not be! ino 


rant of theſe material points of fa! he 
which maſters of families, that ca 


read and write, do not know: and no 
wonder, for they- hear more reading 
of Scriptures, and. difconrſes from 


their teachers, upon the lives of il 


kings, than ever they heard of the {ie 
and death of the holy Jetus, or of : Y 
of his Apoſtles, 


But to proceed in the Proof of this 


That the re ading of the Scriptures i: 


called Preaching, we find theſe words 
in Aci, xv. 21. For Moſes, in old 


time, hath f in every city, them that 


err ach 


F ot Anand _—_ PO | A — — 


preach him, being read in the ſy na- 


lee this ſolidly and judiciouſly handled 

bo the learned and worthy Dr William 

King, now Archbiſhop of Dublin, in his 

T:-entions of Men in the Worſbip of God. 

s Ccrtainly the explaining a ſhort text, 
or half a Chapter fora Lecture, cannot 


ching can be ſo called, but reading the 


to lay the Goſpel ef Jeſus Chriſt, ac- 


Dyer Or can they call Pool's Annota- 


hut the Bible is. ſo, and by this worſhip, 


Meeting-houſe, where the Engliſh 
vice is performed, than in ten Preſb 


E 


of SET Pox us of Prayer. 49 


gogues every Sabbath-day.” But 


properly be called the word of God, no- 


inſpired. Writings: I J appeal to them- 
ſelves, if they think it proper Language, 


cording to Mr Gray, Mr Durham, Mr 


tions on the Bible, the word of God ? And 
as little reaſon there is, to call our 


own diſcourſes the word of God ; nothing 


the Old Teſtament is read once a 

year, the New Teſtament thrice, and 
the Pſalms every month, where daily 
Prayers are performed; ſo that we have 
more of the word of God, in one s 


terian , hy. e where hy 7 1 = 
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Books, tho' they be not Canonical Scrip- 


them, and the ſeveral Hiſtorical Paſſa- 
ges of God's Providence: and it is con- 
feſt, that they are the very next wri- 
tings to the Holy Scriptures, and I think 


men's Sermons and Diſcourſes. But 1 


Paul ential —— effectual Abſolu- 
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Scriptures muſt be a great advantage 


to poor people; for ſome cannot re: ad, 
and therefore it is needful they heat 
them read, ſome are not at leaſure to 
read, but they cannot but hear them 
read, when they come to the public 


Beſides the reading of the Bible, we 
have the Apocrypha read once a ycir, 
but not upon the Sundays ; and theſe 


ture, are very uſeful and profitable for 
the Moral Inſtructions contained in 


they are more Canonical than many 


proceed to ſhew you, 
A fourth Advantage, and FUN of 2 
dification ; for, beſides that, we have the 
true preaching of the word of God, 
* dich is but reading of the Scriptures, | 
Have the comprehenſive and admi- 
A le compoſition of the Service, m 


i ich we have, preparatory Sentences, 


| tions, 
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tions, charitable Interceſſions for all 
Meu, Invocations for Mercies, and de- 
precations of Judgments, Public Pro- 
feion of our Faith, Scripture Canticles 
and Hymns, Forms of found Words, 
the indebatable points of the Chriſtian 
Religion, unmixed with the contravert- 
ed ene and fancies of men, Hymns 
In Prayers of the Antient Fathers and 
Martyrs, and that in a plain, humble, 
and unaffected Stile, free of knackineſs, 
rudeneſs or flatneſs, and free of bom- 
bait and canting phraſes, with which 
fantaſtic heads are delighted, which ſa- 
vours of ſpiritual pride in the ſpeaker, 
curioſity fancy and fickleneſs in the hear» 
ers, who affect to be ont of the plain 
and common road of Worijhip. 
All Chriſtians can, with great eaſe 
and plainneſs, fee and know their dif- 
ent duties: Parents may know in 
what faith to baptize their children: 
Children, when they come to years, 
may learn how they have been bap- 
tied by their Sponſors and. Sureties, 
and what obligations lie upon them 
elves, as they come to years of diſcre» 
jon, and to be confirmed by: the — 
E 2 0 
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to thank God ſolemnly after child. 
bearing: Married Perſons may ſee 
their mutual duties; and all that are 


bapt 


_xrament of the Lord's Supper, which 
is the principle mean of Religion, and 


viſit the ſick, and bury the dead; for 


to all the living. 


- bararien to the orfles, and fi erther iu. 


any, aud receine ns graciouſly : Net: het 
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of their Biſhop : Women can know how 


ized and confirmed, may fee low 
to dilpoſe themſelves for the bleſt $a- 


the moſt leading principle in Chriſtis- 
nity, and by which we fet all our 
graces on work; and good men may 
have it as frequently as they pleaſe: 
We know, how as Chriſtians, we ſhould 


hen this ſervice is uſed, men do not bi- 
ry their dead with the burial of an aſß 
which, according to learned Divines, ſis: 
niſies, to want religious offices at their fu 
nerals. In a word, it is advantageous t0 
the young and old, the ignorant and the 
learned, the healthful and the fick, and 


A fifth Advantage is, That of Pre 


 provements by it We can bring word 
with us, and ſay, Lord, take away ou # 


— nor — are at a loſs by in 
5 venting 
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voting new words; for a true peni- 
tent can, before he come to the public 
Aflembly, think upon the general con- 


to have done, and we have done the 


pew words with him, but an humble, 


lowly, penitent and . obedient heart, 
freſh and earneſt affections, to Join 


on from God, pronounced by a com- 


were an ill man; even as an Herald's 


demnity, to returning Rebels, is valid, 

and may be relied upon, though the 

Herald be a traitor in his heart, ſo the 
—8— 3 
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feſſion, has public and private offence3, 
his amiſſions and commiſſions; and, in 
the mean time, he may think on the 9 
particular fin of his nature, office or 
employment, whether ſecret or open ; 
aud the duty he has omitted to God, 
to man, or to himſelf, when he utters 
theſe words inthe Confeſſion, * Wehave 
left undone the things that we ought 


0 things that we ought not to have 


« done:” So that he needs brings no 


with the good words that the Church 
hath prepared tohis hand, and then he 
is ſure of the comfort of the Abſoluti- 


wmillionated Perſon, tho* the miniſter 


reading a King's Proclamation of In- 


PNenitens 
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en The election of grace, and their nan; 
written in the baok of life ; but this has 


_ In reaſon, and is a mere deluſion; tor 


Part of the  worfhip: we may be alto ; 
further improven, becauſe che igno- 
rant may learn, and the learned may 


ons f the Ci 
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penitent may aſſure himfelf, that hi; 
In is pardoned, upon his reſolution of 
immediate forſaking the ſin which he 
has cenfeſt, in the very inſtant that the 
Abſolation is pronounced. There is a 


Kind-of chimerical and imaginary Ati 


rancr, chat men talk of, 0 wit, The 
hour and date of their Converſion, and 
the revelation they had of their being 


mo ſold 'foundation in Scripture, nor 


there can be no farther aſſurance than 


this. That God will reward erer one With 
_ eternal life, who, by his help, perfor ms 
Air Part of the Ne Comenant. of Grace ; 
which he will do to every true pen 


vert, that Tonfefles and forſakes his 
tins; anch, as we have the advantage 


on, being obliged wocally to bear 1 


learn /betcer; for, by the daily :devot:- 


of preparation, ſo we have of attent- 


wurch, the memaries ef 
Hearars, from their infancy, are ſtored 


RY 


of SET Fox its of Proper? 


Wilt Scripture Hiſtories, Forms of found 
Words, Creeds and Hymns; and they 


1y{teries of Divinity, have a fair bocca- 


ta 5 delight ro help others by his know- 
lect 8 ze. : 


they be learned, they cannet teach 
better things, than are contained in 


the worſhip of God : And for miniſters 


JI 


who are advancing more deeply in the 


ſton every day, to be reſolved in a diffi- 
culty, in any Chapter or Pſalm that is 
read, and to conlult the Learned for a 
relolution, which will be a great ſatit- 
faction to the mind of ſuch a diligent 
en aquirers and the complacency he cakes 
| his improvements, will make him : 


A tixth Advantage? is, - That the Book 

of Common Prayer, is.an excellent help, 
ant hedge, curb and reſtraint, to m 
niſters and people: Firit, for miniſters, 
be they learned or ignorant: though 


the Book of Common Prayer, and fo 
there is a remedy provided againſt the 
pride of their pretended gifts, and a 
bar pat upon their fetching in opini- 
ons, controverſies and new notions in 


chat. art notlearned, their performances 
& che Deyations and offices, art as 
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valid as the learndeſt Doctor of Disi- 
nity in Euroße the people are well 
provided for, and are at no loſs by a 
miniſter's ignorance, error, ill princ:. 
ple, or private opinions; for theſe, 
more than his immoralities or viccs, 
cannot corrupt the worſhip ef God; 
and, as they are under the er eee 

of the laws of the land, {though ev 
one underſtand not the law alike) 0 
are they under the ſecurity of a religi— 
ous and rational Worſhip, in which, : as 
the Prophet I/aiab ſays, Iſa. xxxv. 8. 
The wa „Haring men, though fools, 
cannot err; and that by the pru— 
as of their lawful paſtors, WhO 
watch for their ſouls. 
Lafily, We have this advantage, 
That we have the beſt mediums and 
helps for our rational facukies, we 
have greater freedom of reaſoning, for 
we need not go to quirks, quibbles, pi- | 
tiful, puning triffles, and tergiverſati- 
ons, ke a criminal or malefactor, that | 
3s forced to fall upon a thouſand ſhifts, 
and knacks of law, becauſe the plain 
letter of the law cannot ſerve him, he 
— ſuch an W caule 3 in hand: it 
Secs, 
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deed, the reaſon of an Angel cannot 
beat a man from his error, ſo long as 
Prejudice, Pride, Paſſion, Humour and 
intcreſt are his motives: we have this 


reaſon, “ That the Worſhip of God 


{ould be unchangeable, like its Object, 


who is without any variableneſs or ſha- 
dow of turning; God's works are all 


in a Set Form.” We need not a new 
Sun in the Firmament every day, but 
mat which gave light to the world 


trom the beginning; no more need we 
another Bible; fo neither need we 


change intelligible and plain words, 
that ſerve to expreſs the conſtant and 


per petual neceſſities of mankind ; for, 
is not Lord have mercy upon us, as plain, 


aud as good an expreflion this day, as 
ir was the day before? And to may be 
laid of all other ſentences in Prayer, 
the ſpirituality whereof, conſiſts not in 


aiering the phraſes, finding out new 


ords, or changing the ſentences, but 
in the lincerity "of the heart, which is 1 
own only to God. It is the nature 


truth, to be conſtant, and of error, 


be fickle and changeadle : weak, 
ughe and ſickly perſons love changes, 


like 
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38 The Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs 
like the faſhions of clothes: The F;+ 
cure is a ſlave to his taſte, and loves va- 
rieties, and the full ſoul loathes the i. 

ney- comb, as the Iſraelites loathed Ma:ing 
the food of Heaven ; fo do itching ears and 
curious fancies, take a ſurfeit of the 

Form of found Words ; but, the perton 
that contents himſelf with plain and 
common food, hath the advantage of 
the gormandizing glutton, that ſecks 
to pleaſe himſelf with chan ges of dain- 
ties. 

3 Worſhip ought not to be like co- 

meſdies, where we expect a new Play 

at every appearance upon the Stage J 

and yet we have delightful varieties in 
the worſhip; for we have daily new 
Leſſons out of the Old and New Je- 
ſtaments, and Pſalms for every day. 
We are ſure, that we worſhip God 
in Spirit and in Truth, if the Scrip- 
| ' tures be dictated by the Spirit, and if N 
the Word of God be Truth. 
1 This is our advantage, that we have 
the conſent of all regnlay Churches a- 
gainſt Sectarians, Union againſt Schiſm, W! 
Antiquity againſt Novelty, Certainty 
againſt Doubtings, Solidity gainſt Le- 
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rity and Univerſality againſt Singula- 
re. A worthip conſiſting of well di 
cited Scriptures, in oppoſition to the 


conccited men: A worſhip that all the 
world may know, hear and fee, in their 
proper and national languages, in op- 


again. So'that ours is like a fixed ſtar, 
15 ! rheirs is like a blazing comet. 
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; the 6 of Conceived or 
£xtcmporary ways of Worſhip. 
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the danger, inconveniencies, and 


G11. \dvantages, that congreg ations are 


„ dy Extemporary Prays rs. = 
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of SET FoRuS of Prayer. 59 
ally conceptions zud ramblings of 


potition to a worthip that none in the _ 
world can ever fee, nor ever will hear 


And ſtill let us eimer that there 
is nothing can help a man to pray 
more ſolidly. and better by an habit, 
chan the uſe of Set Forms. 


> 
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N the next place, I ſhall repreſent 
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bo The Neceſſity and U [efulnefi 

And, It, They loſe all the advanta- 
ges which are mentioned, and can he 
had by Set Forms: For not one con- 
gregation knows how the other wor- 


ſhips God; ſo that our Kirk is like 2 


houſe full of ſingers and minftrels, e- 


very one playing 2 cdlifferent cune. 
24dly, It is very dangerous to venture 
ſuch a ſacred thing, as the public wor- 


ſhip of God on the private ſpirit of an; 
mortal; For beſides that, a teacher may 


be ignorant, he may be ill principled; 
and if he preach an erroneous opinion, 
he takes his prayer after ſermon, from 
the doctrine he taught, and if the fer. 


mon be unſound, the prayer will be 6 


too: For example, I ſuppoſe on Eaſter- 
day, when all Chriſtian churches are 


preaching the reſurrection of Chrit,} 


with us, one congregation preaches up 
the breach of the Solemn League and 
Covenant ; another preaches on the 
Sins of Kings Families; another preaches 
againſt Biſhops and Curates Another 


on the Eternal Decrees of Reprobation, 
and accordingly frames his laſt pray 


— from theſe diſcourſts: Is it then ſafe 


for men to be hearers or memb re 0 


. 3 fluch 


— — 8 


of SET FORMS of Prayer. 61 
ſuch a Kirk, where their pretended gifts 
do not ſecure them from nonſenſe and 
blaſphemy? But beſides, be his prayers 
ſtudied or not, they are Set Forms ta 
the people, for the people are tied up 


own thoughts, and their attention can- 


hearer is pleaſed or difpleaſed with one, 


CCS. 


e ſpiritual pride in the ſpeaker, and 


- giddineſy in. the hearer.” It is the 
foundation of all Schiſm, and the mean 


, which Popiſh Miſſionaries took to fow 
p divifion in the Church of England, as I 
C0 bave ſhown in the Preface: and one 


Schiſm begets another, under the pre- 


er to the Spirit ſtart up, and come in 


n unge ſhould be reformed and 
= amcnded 


to the ſpeaker's words, and not to their 


not keep pace with every expreſſion 
that the ſpeaker utters, for whilſt the 


expreſſion, which he would commit ta 
his memory, he loſes ten other ſenten- 


2 third Inconveniency i in conceived 
Prayers, is, That it is apt to beget 


tence of a further ſtep of Reformation, 
and no Preſbyterian-holder- forth is ſure 
of his own Pariſh, if a greater pretend- | 


eompetition for gifts, and pretend that 
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mender in the Preſbyterian way: WIl 
that man want followers? No furch, 
he will be applauded by the people, 
were he never ſo ignorant: And ſo men 
may wander from place to place, on 
pretence of being more ediſied, and 
get better foul-refrething cordials; Fox 

ftilla reforming party pretends to great 
er purity, than the party which they 
Have left, and this is che effect of Sehiſin 
which is the poiſbn of charity; And 2 
Juſt judgement of God it is, upon itch- 


. Doctrine, hunting after Novelties that 
hold not faſt the Form of ſound Words 
to punifh them with gickdineſs who de 
ſpiſe the wiſdom and prudence of their 
Governors; and fpeak evil of Dignities 
ſuch men take the work of the lips and 
the lungs, the agitation of the anima 
ſp irits, and the reaMiichh of expreſſion, 
ler Revelations and Incomes of the Ho- 
iy Ghoſt, and then none more ready t0 
„ cry out a againſttheir Superiors in Church 
| and State, than thoſe who extol cor 
C.̃tived Prayers, and eontemnSet Forms 
ſo have I ſeen common ſerving maid 


| igriorant” ef the plain. articles of the 
C2 __ Chriſtin 
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of- Ser Forms of Prayers 6 
Curiſtian Religion, yet thought they 
could debate with any Biſhop in Europe, 
and though they were given to {hnder- 
ing, cheating and. lying, they had a 
wonderful eſteem of themſelvesfor their 
Ex. porary; Gift of Praying, which. 
by an Apiſh. Imagination, they learned 
from their Schiſmatical Guides, who, 
though very ignorant, look on them- 
ſelv es as, profound Oracles, if the igno 
rant Multitude be their trumpets. 
Hoy. often,” ſaith Mr. Baxter in his 


Cure of Church. Dipiſion, Direct. 41. Page 
215. ©: have Ikaoyn the ablęſt Preach- 23 
er undervalued, and anignorantman 
« by crow ds applauded, when I, who | 
© avebegn acquaintedwith the reach- 
« er ah: Incunalulis,. haye at, 5d _ 
„ be unable well to anſyer moſt Que- | 
+ {tiong in che Common Catechiſm 7 
N reported ok the Donatilts hy on = 1 
14727, pag. 78. That uſually they preach= * 
ed on $qriptuxes hard to be underſtood, 
tuch as: Cantiales, Daniel, and Revelation, 
aud by their Diſcourſes on hard Texts, 

they trengthened their party. and 4 * 
= their deſigns ; and When they 
ade a Sehiſm from the Catholics, tho“ 
F 2 N mey 
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| they never oppoſed Apoſtolical Succeſ 
| 
| 
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lion by Biſhops, they rejected the An. 
cient Liturgy which Optatus and Ter. 
Jian before him, called the Legiti ank 
Praycrs, as the double Salutation, and the 
Pax Fobiſcum, with which they begun 
and ended their prayers: the Prayer 
for the Catholic Church, which 28 i 
| _ 'was framedby the Apoſtle's injunRtio 
| . x Tim. 11. 1. ſo it had been continued 
always from his days in the Church, 
and was called by Opat. pag. 64. Sacrif 
cium pro Eccleſia - they omitted Prayer 
for the Emperor, which Catholicks made 
for their perſecutors : Yea, they left of 
the uſe of the Lord's Prayer, for which 
'St Avg. ſaid of them, Fratres noſtri dic 
non poſſunt, cum deſierint dicere Pater Noſier 
oe can never call them our Brethren, © 
6 they will not ſay, Our Father. See Long 
Hiſtory of the  Donatiſts, Pag. 55. E 
N 
A fourth Inconventency, is,Thatthe 
are forced to coin new Maxims, which 
are as debatable as the concluſion 
they draw from them; yet make tht 
people ſwallow them like the Proverb 


* Solomon: Such as | theſe, a "T0 2 
: Ts 
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6 Lick ; is the beſt Reformed Church 


« in the World, Extemporary Prayers 


; 


« are preferable to Set Forms: Set 
Forms are unlawful, . The ſpirituality 


« of Prayer conſiſts in finding out new -; | 


„Words, and varying Phraſes,” and 
without any foundation in reaſon or 


iibic truth in their Directory, « "That 
the Spirit of Prayer is given to all 


the children of God, in ſome mea- 


« ſare, for enabling their hearts to 


*« conceive, and their tongues to ex, 


« preſs convenient deſires to God,” 
And here they make the people digeſt 
theſe things like firſt principles; but 1 


challenge all the uninſpired teachers 


on earth, to let me ſee one Scripture a- 
gainſt Set Forms, and one warrant for 
them to pray off hand, - 
A fifth Inconveniency, is, In the Ex- 
temporary Way of Worſhip, that the 
practiſers of it are forced to be very 
diſingenious, for the beſt of them have 
det Forms, yet to put a trick upon the 
People, they alter and tranſpoſe their 
ſentences by putting the word Almigh- 
Ty this day, 3 in . of dhe word Omni - 
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of them, have books. in their ſtudies ta 
| help them in their devotions, : as. well 
as In their ſermons, but they will not 


will they recomend books oF-devotion 


t them, r65-aſliſttheir weakneſs i in thei 
BE And cfoſets.: and it is certain, 


f books.. 
. 0 


2% is, That! in debating. with us. againd 
Set Forms, they have tlie Quakers ar 


| Quakers, they take our arguments * 


* N 
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5⁰ otent the day before. And tlie bef 


have the people know ſv. much, nor 


ey who pray beſt among them 


T% 7 by ſtudy, induſtry, and. the help 


Another idftance of their fingemi 


Syments,, and in debating againſt the 


"_ themſelves... 
_* frxth- Difad vantage I in the Kiten 
erizers way of Worſhip, is, That they 
arr themſelves to the dint. of reaſon 
ing, which the wit of man cannot an 
wer, withou quibbling and. Sing 
Tor, Tn 
41 Tf. & foreigner Moufd atk any 
them, What is 'the Prodejterian Wo! 
for would they tell what T Is: mort 
hana :Qnaker, That pretends | T*. av 0, 
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For, beſides other thi 


of Ser Pokus of Prayer. 
e ition to Set Forms, as well as Pref- 
by terians 2 


za. I atk them, Why have they the 


Confeſſion of Faith as a Standard of 
their Doctrine? and the Acts of their 
General Aſſembly, as a Standard of | 
their Diſcipline, and have no Standard 


at all for their Worthip? 
3aly, I they ſay, That the Directory 


for Prayer is their Standard for Wor- 


flip: then I argue thus with chem, 
Either this is a Directory for the Spi- 


rit, or for themſelves? To lay, for the 
Spirit, then it will follow, chat they 
direct the Spirit, which 1s. blaſphemy 
and nonſenſe : If they ſay, that it is a 
Directory for themſelves; then I aſk 


them, Why let they not the Spirit take 


his own method, as his own. aus 1 | 
which Extemporizers pretend, axe dic- | 
tated to them by the Spirit? Why my 
_ they not ſet down words of Prayer, as: 


well as a method of Prayer? Beſides, 


what perſon among a hundred of them. | 


obſerves the method of the Directory? a 


ngs, do they not 
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omit the reading Ef the Scriptnres, | 
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5 and the Lord's Prager, which are en 
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as well as they have in my ordinary 


7 68 Thc ic Nc ty ae 170% hen 
joined in the Directory, and are eſſen- 
tial 8 of Worſhip ? 
; athly, 1 aſk them, May not the Spi- 
rit of God be preſent in a Set Form, 
and abſent in an Extemporary Pray: 
er? If they ſay, That the Spirit cannot 
be preſent in a Set Form; will it nat 
follow, that Calvin and Knox, had not 
the Spirit when they ufed a Liturgy ? 
Yea, will it not follow, that no Natio- 
nal Church in the world has the Spirit 
but themſelves? And will it not follow, 
that ev ery Meeting or Congregation 
is without the Spirit, except the mouth 
of the Con gregation, whote Extempo- 
rary Prayer is a Form to the people? 
If they lay, That the Spirit of God can- 
not be abſent in Ex temporary Prayer; 
then, will it not follow, that covetous 
cheats, hypocrites, looſe and lewd li- 
vers, have the Spirit, if they have a 
nimble fancy, and a natural volubility 
of expreſſing themſelves in a Prayer, 


diſcourſe? #2 
Again, If they tell us, That Knox 
| - uſed a Liturgy, or Book of Common 

* Prayer, w the | ney of the Refor- 
| f — — 5 mation, 


4 woes Hos * was 
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mation, out of condeſcenſion to the 
ig norance of that Age; but now they 
' {ce better things. Then I aſk them, 


Why did Fohn Knox uſe well knit maſ- 


culine, and well digeſted expreſſions, 
in that ignorant Age, and now a-days 


{ſome uſe coarſe, homely and ridicu- 


lous Expreſſions in this learned and 
polite Age ; Andin every Age, will 


there not be twenty ignorants for 
one knowing perſon in a Congrega- 


tion; and is there not as good reaſon 
and neceſſity for a Book of Common 


Prayer now, as was in any Age. be- ” 


fore us? 


Jthh, argue E with them, Either 
their Extemporary Prayers are the 
_ dictates of the Spirit of God, or not; ; 


if they be, then their words may be 


regiſtrate for Canonical Scripture: ; if 
a man have a memory to retain their 


Prayers, or can write them with a 


ſhort hand: for theſe that ſay their 
words are immediately inſpired, let 
them prove it by preaching to a ſtrange 
country in their own Language : And 
will not the Spirit of God give thefe 


| iſoldersforth ſo much time as to dic- 
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& and write: their Sermons, læſt they 
ſpeak nonſenſe to che people, and! not 
Audy their Prayers, leſt they peak 
| nonſenſe to God? And why: max not 
| the Spirit teach them an unſtudied 


7 The, Neceſſity and: et 
tate a Prayer of his aun immediate 


compoſure; as. Jerentiah; Chaps xxxVY. 


verſes;1, 10. did indite his Prophecy t 


Baruch his Amanuenſis? If they ſay, That 
their Prayers are not immediately int 
ſpired, then what difference is betwixt 


them and a Set Form, but the; one is 
haftily conceived, and: the other delir 


beratelz compaled? 
 6rÞly, I aſk them, What reaſon have 
they for ſinging to; God by a; Begk, 
and not. praying to Gab by: a, Book! 
Cannot the Spirit dictatæ Matre as well 


AS: Broſe, and Prayers 28 wel, as 


Fraiſcs? 


Laſth. Taſk them, Why do thay: ſtu- 


Sermon, as well as an unſtudied Pray- 
er? For ſome of them pray before Sce- 


mon, that what is to be delivered, 
| may be done in the Evidenee and De- 

monſtration of the Spirit, which truly 
is not diſcreetly petitioned; for the 
Demonſtration of the Spirit, ſignifics 
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working of Miracles: Now by ſuch a 
petition, either they pray, That they 
may deliver what they have ſtudied, 

or what they have not ſtudied ? If they 
pray, that the Sermon they have ſtu- 
died, may be delivered in the Evidence 
of the Spirit, then [ enquire of them, 
Why may not a ſtudied Prayer, as 
wellas a ſtudied Sermon, be delivered 
in the Spirit? If they pray, that they 
may deliver a Sermon that they have 
not ſtudied, then do not they pray, 
that they may preach off-hand, which 
few knowing or diſcreet. men wil ven- 
ture to do? 

Lafily, There are very many difad- 
rantages in the Preſbyterian Worſhip; _ * 
for they are defective in not Reading 
the Seriptures, and in omitting a Form 
of ſound Words; they baptize children 
in a Confeſſion of Faith, which poor 
Parents cannot read nor underſtand, 
nor never heard read to them; and 
very many baptize with the Solemn 
League and Covenant, which proved 
fatal to Church and State: o that they 


8 4 baptize 1 in Hebrew, as well as in 


. — and Covenant, which 
- people 
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of Chriſt's, and an injunction in their 
all Chriſtian Churches in the world. 
leaving out fome material part in 
Prayers, which are eee dee in 
our Saviour's, as that of Forgiving Eu- 
mies, whom they are too ready to curſe, 


COntrary to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. | 


Reformation purer, or the freer of Po- 


on Prayers, as ſome pretend? or 
Union in the National Church? or of 


I Churches! ? 


9 ſing a new Song to the Ford, and yet 


people never heard, nor can under- 
ſtand. 

And by omitting the Lord's s Pray 
er, they directly croſs a plain Precept 


& As If ðͤ , np 


own Directory, and ſo ſeparate from 


And hereby they are in hazard is 


ann. and. 2 — god 


ai rn dh — 6 — 


J wonder truly, if they think the 


pery, that the public uſe of the Lord's 

Prayer 1s laid aſide ? or have they 
brought i in a better dreſs than our . 
viour did, by paraphraſing! it in their 


think they, that this is the way 0 
Communion with other Proteſtant 


Again, I think ſtrange, 1 in Da- 
via's Pſabns, they will ſing theſe words. 


wall - not ling one New TLeſtament 
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Hymn, and have laid aſide the Uſe of 
the Doxology, and fo do not diſtin- 
guiſh themfelves from the Jews, who 


will ling or uſe the Plalms of David 
as well as they.? | 


] conclude then, that it is not ſafe 
to be in communion with thoſe that 
have no communion with any Na- 
tional Church in the world, and bap- 
tize children in abſtruſe and debatable 
omg Have we reaſon to hear thaſe 

pray againſt Epiſcopacy? and 
5 e laid aſide the Form of ſound 
VMords, in Prayers, Praiſes and Sacra- 
ments? 2 

Vea, have we not as > wood reaſon to 
lay with St Auguſtin, againſt Schiſmari- 
cal Donatiſts, we cannot call them Our 

-cthren, becauſe they, in unity with 
the Church, will not ſay, Our Father. 
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| Proteſtants of Foreign Churches appro- 
bations of Set Forms, and ſtated Litur 
_ gies, and to make up a large volume 


my hand, in a book printed this ſame 


plead ſtrongly for the neceſlity 01 
- Liturgy: and none has done it to 4 


CHAP. VI. 


Containing Arguments for SE T Fo R > $, 
from the Sentiments of thc Learned Fo 
reign Scottiſh and Engliſh Predbyter; 


ans. P 


rr were an eaſier matter to bring a 
Cloud of Witneſſes of the learned 


of their ſentiments, but this] is done to 


Year 1706, entitled, The French Church; 
Apology for the Church of E. ngland, ! 
J oſeph Binghame. 


I find Mareſius in his Diſquiſ it. > a | 


by, my — — Y fwd — $ 93 — 2 — 


ter purpoſe than Ludovic Capellus i 


the Saumer Theſes. Diſpatario 37. 4 
Liturg. Part. 3. Where, with a great 


deal of reaſon and zeal, he lights hex 
vily pon thoſe that cry out againſt det 
F orm 


Sd — —— 40.7 — — pow © Pr 


* 


ef Sur Fokus. f prayer. 
Forms, and have laid aſide the uſe of 
- Lords Prayer: Who can, faith he, 
abe patience to hear, and not rather to ab- 


ſtronger proof for the foreign Presby- 


their own practice? For no. Proteſtant 


and the Prayers, and Forms of Admini- 
ſtration olSacraments, which were above 
an hundred years ago in Calvin's Days, 


3 barter hos 


„That his Liturgy is defective, as want- 
e Ming a Form of Abfolution, I would,“ 
1 Rich he, have introduced this cu- 
; ttom from the beginning, but ſome 


fearing that the Novelty of it would 


2 give offenec, I was over- eaſy in yield- 


n rote to, to accuſtom their people to 
„„in Abſolution, as well as a Confeſſion, 
at Nwhilſt it was in their power: But what 
I ſtronger reaſons can there be for Set 
1 chan what Calvin gives in his 


Epiſtle 


— * f 
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1 their madneſs? But can there be any 
tcrians approbation of Set Forms, than 


Church in the world wants a Liturgy ; 


are to this day at Geneva, It 1s true, 


„Z be ingeniouſly confeſſes in one of his 
t Epiſtles, De quibuſdam Eccl. Ririb,pag. 206. 


Ing to them, fo the the thing was 0. 
„nitted:“ therefore he adviles thoſe he | 


f 
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Epiſtle to the Protector in England, in 
King Edward's days. 


cc 


6 (. 


£5 


4 


0s 


« 


2dly, 


0. As for Forms of Prayer, and 9-1 
ther. Church Ceremonies, from which 


Miniſters 1 in their office ſhould not 
have liberty to vary or ſtep, I bigh- 


ly approve. The reaſons follow. 


1, „To make proviſion for the 


weakneſs and j Ignorance of ſome. 
„That the tonſent of all 
Churches among themſelves may 
plainly appear. 
34ly, That order may be taken to 


prevent the lightneſs and giddineſs 
of fome rambling . 2 affect 
| Noyeltics. 


Thus there ought to be an eſta- 


«4 bliſhed Form of Catechiſm, an eſta 

« bliſhedAdminiſtrationofSacraments, 
as alſo a public Form of Prayer. 

See MelJauchion Tom. 4. Fol. 216. 
We muſt make this Decleration, 
That we do not aboliſh the 
| Liturgy, but do religiouſly retain 
and defend it, for the public ſervice 
« of the Church 
* mongſt us upon all Lord's days, and 
other —— in which the Lord's 


public 


is celebrated «x 


66 — 


* 
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* 


« will receive it, and they are tried 
« and abſolved before: and the uſual 
public Ceremonies, the order of the 
« Leſſons, Prayers, Garments, and 


Supper is adminiſtred, to them that 


« {ich like, are till retained and ob- | 


« {cerved by us.“ 


And fo peremptory are the rules of 


the F rench Diſcipline, that they will u- 


pon no account alter their Forms of | 


Adminiſtration of Sacraments : For 
when a doubt was ſtarted in the Synod 


of Vitre 1583. Whether, the uſual 
Form of Baptiſm of Infants, born out 
of Matrimony, in Adultery or Inceſt, 


fſhould be recited: o Becauſe theſe 
words are in that Prayer; Begotten 
« of Father and Mother, whom thou 


* haſt called into thy Church.” And 


the Synod judged, that there needed 


be no diſpute about it. 


And ſo the Synod of St Maixant- or- 
dered a general Uniformity in the 


Church, in the Adminiſtration of the 


Lord's Supper. That all ſcruples in 


„weak, but honeſt hearts, uncapable 
of diſtinguiſhing betwixt the ſub- 
ſtance and circumſtance of tho ſacred 
FE on, = 5 «Action. 


FDD * 
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B Action, might be taken away : And : 

| „ therefore all paſtors are enjoined to 

s abſtain from new and private me- 
thods of their ] n. 4 

Iffhall here inſert the words of afffl 

hatard and Eminent Divine of the Re- 

formed Church, tranſlated. from che 

French into Engliſh, and printed. in Vi, 

ks Franca A. D. 1660+ The Title of che 

B ook is, The Hiſtory of the Engliſh and 

Scottiſh Preibyterian- :: % Tt was,“ ſaith 

* a point of prudence inthe Cove- 

. Pansen to lay aſide the Liturgy, 

1 becauſe · it oroſſod their politic inten- 
„tions, being to build themſelves a: 
Empire in the confuſionthey made. 

His Animadverſions follow. 

1. In the: Liturgy, the King is called 
Our moſt:gracious Sovereign; and thi: 
would give tht miniſter: the lie, who, PI 

. to call him à cruel tyrant, 

2. By the Liturgies, ſubje&s were tauzhi 

i pray, God ſtrengthen. the King, that 
ue. might overcome his enemies, vi 
were to pray. to God:for the ruin of the. hb 

. by; Covenant. 

23: Io the Liturgy, God is- called, 
* ah. Ruler K Priverts, which» is. con- 


— 
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trary to their doqrine, That Kings 
are accountable to their ſubjects. 


4. By it we pray, Thar the King's ſub- 
jets may duely conſider whoſe authority he 


harh, (namely, God's) which croſſes the 
doctrine- ef TO” 2 authority 


from men. 
5. There it is praxed, That the fab- 


jects of the King may faithfully ſerve, : 


honour and humbly. obey him. This would ut- 


terly ſpoil the affairs of the Covenant- 


ers, if the Lord ſhould. hearthis Prayer. 
6. There it is prayed, That the 


Lord would fo bleſs the King, that under 


him wwe may. be-godly and quietly governed; 

_ which would-ſpoil their intentions of 
governing us without him. 

. 2 It prays: for all in author ty under 


but they muſt pray for all! in au- 
_ ity. above him.” 


8. There it is prayed; That God nals | 
$5ve peace in our days; ; but this was un-- 
9 faadble to the intention of the Cove- 
nanters, who ſpeak no other thing in 


ſubſtance, than that ill applied text, 


Curſed is he that with-holds his 


And 


word from ſhedding blood.“ 


A. little after, the: — Author res us. 


* 
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That the profane contempt, wherewith 


they uſed this holy Liturgy, ought 


not to be imputed to the lene: To 
of ſoldiers, but to the inſtructions which 


were given them, from a Book, called, 


The Parliament's Soldier's Catechiſm, pub- 


. Iiſhed and recommended by ſpecial 


Authority, which taught them to tear 


it in pieces where-ever they found it, 
calling it a moſt abominable Idol. 


He obſerves alſo, that the Authors of 
the Directory, laboured to turn the 


eyes of ignorant people towards the 

: Charches beyond ſeas, hoping, that 
looking ſo far off, they could not know 
what they did; and therefore, in the 


Pretace to the Directgry, they made 


people believe, „“ That, by a long cx- 


„ perience, they found, that the Eng- 


0 


* 5 


© Reformed Churches, and that it was 


to anſwer the expectation of theſe 


A 


| % 


arc 


liſh Liturgy was offenſive to Foreign 


Churches, that they rejected the or- 
% dinary Liturgy.” Upon which, our 
Author falls upon this pathetic excla- 
mation: Oh, our good God! Theſe 
perſons, do they meddle to preach the 
ruth ? ? Becauſe that 2 Tan and Ei 
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are ſeparated by ſea and language, do 


they think, that their people ſhall ne- 
ver be informed of the truth of the o- 


pinion of their neighbours, touching 


the Engliſh Liturgy? I hope they will 


leave to others the practice of this Ma- 
xim, “ Lie boldly; altho' you be re- 
« futed after, there will remain ſome 


« impreſſion upon the ſpirit of the 
© hearers.” Where is their honeſty ? 


Where is their ſincerity ? Do they hope, 
by theſe wicked ways, to draw down 


the bleſſing of God upon their Cauſe 2 
Ihe truth which they pretend to ad- 
vance, muſt it be ſet up by lying? 


Again, (faith che fame Author) The 


4 


INF ; 
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Covenanters endeavoured to alienate ' 


Foreign Churches from the Church of Eng- 
land, upon the outward of Religion. 
His Majeſty remembers them, how, at 
the Synod of Dort, both the Diſcipline 
and Liturgy of the Church of England, | 


were appr oved by word and writing, 
by eminent Divines of Germany, France, 
De :mark, Sweden and Switzerland, as ap- 


pcars in the Act of that Synod Vet, 


n. 'twithſtanding, the Covenanters at 


chis , are 10 impudentiy bold, as 
= — 


; 
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to publiſh, „That by long and ſad 
e experience, they found the Engliſh | 
* Liturgy offenſive to the Foreign | 
© Reformed Churches.” 

Among the reſt of the Foreign Re- 
formers, this Author cites Martin Bucer, 
his Scripta Anglicana, page. 455. ſpeak- 

ing thus of the Engliſh Service, I 

give thanks to God, who hath given 
* you grace to reform theſe Ceremo- 

„ nies in ſuch a purity; for I find no- 
« thing in it, which is not taken our 

of the Word of God, or at leaſt not 

contrary to — being rightly inter- 

% preted.“ 

I have told in the begining, heme it 

Was Beza's opinion, that Set Forms of 

* Þ Prayer were appointed in the Apoſtle' $ 
time. See his Notes on 1 Cor. xi. 34. 

it were an eaſie matter to fill up ſeve- 

ral ſheets out of Mr. Baxter's writings 

in defence of Set Forms: for in his 

_ diſputation TRE. Liturgies, Propoſe. 10. 

3 - hedeclares, 4 T hatthe diſuſe of Forms 
is apt to 1 eed a giddineſs in religi- 

1 on, and io make men hypocrites, 

2  *- hat they delude themſelves with 

1 conceits, that chey delight i in Goc. 


0 


= 


oo. 
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AY 


« while as it is but in the novelties 
« and varieties of expreſſions, they are 
« delighted.” And it is his opinion, 


that Forms make Chriſtians ſolid, fixed 1 


and found. 


SEE. Direction; 56th, of his Cure of Church 


Diviſions, page 265, where he propoſes 


this queſtion to the Engliſh Separatiſts. 


Dare you ſay before God, let me 


(6 


have no part in any of the Prayers 
of- all theſe Churches on earth, who 


* 
10 


L 


* 


© by your part in their Prayers?“ 


Sce many paſſages in his Apolog. cit 


ed by Doctor Saywwell, in his Evangelical 
and Catholick Unity, page 148, where he 


12 „That the old non-conforming 
* Miniſters, as far as he could learn, 
« judged the ordinary Liturg gy for pu- 
 blic Worſhip, was ſuch as a good 
Chriſtian may lawtully } join in. And, 
page 8. If Itravelled into Maſſa, A.- 


Churches, I durſt not deny to hold 
Communion with them: When 1 
20 to God in Pray er, I dare not go 
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uſe a Liturgy as culpable as ours, 
becauſe yau will have no communi- 
on with then? Do you ſet ſo light 


© menia, Ruſſia, or among the Greek 


Fi in | 


ny , 
Tre Roe W 2 
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« in a ſeparate capacity, but as a mem- 
© ber of the Univerſal Church, nor 
would I part with my ſhare in the 
«© Common Prayers of all theChurches, 
4% for all the world, but join with them 
« in Spirit, while I am corporally ab- 
« ſent, owning all their holy Prayers, 
we though none of their faults or fail-/ 
 « ings in them (having many in all 
« my own Prayers to God, which [ 
muſt be further from juitifying than 
other mens) and having peruſed all 
e ene Foreign and Ancient Liturgics 
extant in Bibliotheca Patrum, I doubt 
not but our own is incomparabhy 
*« better than any that is there.” I f all 
challenge nothing in the preſent Preſ- p 
byterians, but what Mr. Robert Bailli: N c 
Proieſſor of Divinity at Glaſgow, debat- 
-d againit the Independents in 1645, 
in a Book, called, A Diſſuaſive from thr 
errors of ihe times, read page 20, 21, 29, 
*0, 31. and” you ſhall find, that the In- y 
„ dependent” s-efrors, are the errors of Ir. 
| our times. For, ſaith Mr Baillie, They 
held, That all Churches in the world, 
but their own, are polluted, and that 


they mn. to e for the Chur * 2 
| 0 
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the Sentiments and Sermons of the 
preſent Preſbyteri ians againſt it, and 
on ſhall diſcover a vu! * diffe- 


of Fagland; ſay they, ought not to be 


called a Church, or at beſt, it is but a 


falic and Antichriſtian Church, out of 
which every one, though not perſe- 
cuted, muſt fly, as they would avoid 


damnation. - Again, the ſaid Mr Bail- 
lie adds, That the Non-conformilſts did 
plead againit the corruptions of that 


Church, but never againſt the truth 
of her being, nor the comfort of her 


did never ſeparate, but were moſt glad 


to nartake of her Wor {hiv aad 1 


ceived to be corruptions. 


Compare therefore Mr Baillie's Sen- 
timents of the Church of England, with 


rence, 


of SET Fokus of Prayer, 8; 


Communion : of their own accord they 
to live and die in her Boſom, willing 
ments, whenever they were permitted 


to diſſent in doctrine, and abſtain in 
practice from theſe things they con- 
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5 Obe. 1. 1 


the world prays by the Spirit that uf 


5 none in all the Congregation prays by 
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OH Ap. vn. 4 
Shruing the Weakneſs of our Adver fariW* 
Olje ions againſt. ET FORMS. re 

— _> 


"HEY tell us, That dafl 
Forms limit and reſtra to 


the Spirit of God. To which I Ap. 


ſwer, Firſt, That this is the Quakers 
Argument as well as theirs. 2G!y, I 


follows, That no Proteſtant Church ig 


et Forms. gdly, It follows, That 


the Spirit, but the Speaker; for theyMan 
meet together to pray in his words W 


and not in their own. 4thly, TheyWhi: 
betray ! ignorance, that make this Ob: 
je ction, for, praying by the Spirit, inlſth 


Scripture, has one ſenſe that they willbe 
not pretend to, which is, Praying it In 
an uiknown tongue, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. WG 
« will pray with the Spirit, and wil 
«© the underſtanding alſo;“ which ſig ve 
nifies, t to pray in an unknown and Wipe 
knowl 


2 a YL * a 5 


4 
— 


known tongue. 245), Praying by the 
Spirit, lignifies, not to change our 
words and phraſes, or to have a ready 
gift of utteranee, this gift wicked men 
may have, and good men may want, 
and be their gift of expreſſion never ſo 
ready, yet, compoſed and deliberate 
Prayers ar better: It is no great com- 
mendiation of a diſcourſe or a poem, 
to lay it was made in haſte. 3dh, 
Praying by the Spirit, ſignifies, Pray- 
ing by the Word-of God, or the in- 
ſpired Writings ; and here there is more 
of praying by the Spirit, chan in five 
hundred Extemporary Prayers. Athliy, 
raving by tlie Spirit, is, ug by: 
the graces of the Spirit, Faith, Hope 
and Charity. Firſt, Believing God 
will give what we alk, Deus to 
his Word and Will! 24h, In Hope, 
lat is, a comfortable A pectation of 
the promiſes, making us patient to 
bear with: denials and. delays. 3aly,. 
In Charity, when we mrey” in love to 
God and man. 
B-jides, when in che firſt - age, men 
were inſpired. to pray, as well as to 
peak, in an unknown tongue; there 
1 were 


ej 
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that it, Offices in the Church, whether 
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were limits and boundaries ſet to them, 
it behoved them to be done to the e- 


auication of the hearers, Orderly, and 


in Decency. Therefore diſtinguiſh be- 
tixt what the Spirit has ceaſed to do, 


and continues to do. The Spirit has 
ce aſed to inſpire us immediately, but 


continues to do it in the Word and 


dacr: 2ments. 


A ſecond Objection is, That Set 
Forms take away occaſions from Mi- 
niſters, to. exerciſe their Gifts. To 


which I Anſwer, That this has been 


the pretence of the wildeſt and giddi- 


. eſt Enthuſiaſts that ever breathed, and 


hath opened a door for Mechanics, 


and Women to turn Preachers. 24, 


It takes away rather occaſion of Spiri- 


tual Pride, Popularity, Schiſm, and 


contempt of their Brethren, and it re- 


ſtrains them from venting new noti- 


ons and impertinencies in the worſhip 


of God. 3dly, This Objection proceeds 


trom ignorance of the true Scripture— 
ſenſe of gifts. For the word Gift ſig⸗ 
| nifies an Office ; for this, ſee Pool's Ar 


not. Rom. Xii. 6. Having then Gifts, &c. 


if 


of SET Forms of Prayer. 
it be the Office of Propheſying or 
Preaching, let us do it according to 
the proportion*of Faith, that is, accor- 
ding to the Standard and Rule of 
Faith and Manners. And the afore- 
meationed Annotations deny not, but 
the proportion of Faith, may ſignify 
the Apoſtle's Creed: 
then we truly preach according to it, 
by the yearly Feſtivals and Faſts of 


the Church, whether you ſhall take 


preaching, to ſignify the reading of the 
Word, or diſcourſing upon a Text 


DP tothe day: now, compare Rom. 


. 6, 7, ver. with 1 St Pet. iv. 10, 11, 


we « Mall find both the Apoſtles ſpeak- 
but 
that e every one ſliould manage his dif- 
ferent Office, Function, Station, or Ca- 
parity, and exerciſe the Acts proper to 


ing of Gifts, mean nothing elſe, 


their Callings, whetlier it be the Office 
of Ruling and Governing, of Teach- 


ing and Interpr eting, or performing the 
| Office of a Deacon in diſtributing to the 
Poor. So, 1 Tim. iv. 14. Neglect not che 
gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying = 


on of the hands of the Preſbytery,” 
hgnifies no more than to exerciſe his 
H 3 t 
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and if it be ſo, 


| 
* 
! 
| 
: 


Epiſcopal Dignity, which was given | : 
by Prophely, that is, by, the gift that I 
| St Paul had. to diſcern Spirits, and of t 
\ knowing what perſons of the freh Con- 
* verts to Chriſtianity were fit to govern, 10 
who to teach, and who to diſtribute: r 
and by the ſame Spirit of Diſcerning, I. 
he did foreſee that. Timothy was qu: alk 
fied. to be Biſhop of Epheſics, and there- 
fore ordained him. by laying on bis 0:11, 
{I mean-StPauPs handi) to that very end, 
that Timothy. might exerciſe the Acts of 
Juriſdiction, and Ordination, ſuitable. 
to his. Epiſcopal Order. Sec 2. Tim. 1. 6. 
30 that by Gift, is not meaned an A 
pility to officiate, but an Office con- 
ferred'on; perſons capable to: exercile: 
it, otherwiſe-this would draw. the point 
too far, and maintain, that: every one 
that. is capable of an office ſhould; ex- 
erciſe it, without: Authority or Commiſ- 
ſion; andiſo, he that is capable to be 
2 Judge, or an Officer of State, or a. 
Captain in an army, ſhould immedlate- 
ly thruſt himſelf. into. that Office, and 
he that is:qualifiedita. be. a: Preacher, 
mould invade the. Miniſtry, becaule. 
he hath Abilities for it: and though a. 
Judge. or. a Captain come regularly to. 
K _the® 
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their Offices, yet they muſt exerciſe 
their Gifts according ro the rules of 
their S. :pęriors: And, muſt Miniſters be 
el rdgular than any other different 
Ottice or Employment? Ought they not 
to exercle their Office in Unity, Order, 
and by the {ertled Rules ofthe Church ? 

it is true. there is a thing we call 


the gift of Fortune, which is beſtowed 


on rich men, and this confers the Of- 
flee upon them. of being God's Stew- 


ards; becauſe it. is in their power, and 


che v are, Ip/o fudto. chargei to be Mh in 
950. TA ks, an tv. give with cheerfulneſs, A5 Þ 


ally as if they had 2 {olemn. Ordina- 


ion to it: but. he that can pray ex 
*:pore,.1s not bound. to do it, if Au- 


thority command him to pray in- a way 


that tends moſtihj to edification, and 
that. this can be better. done by et 


korme, is- already proven: 


Zdly, It is. Objected, That Worſhip- 
ping God: by Set Forms, and particu- 


larly by the Engliſh Liturgy, is perfect 


popery, Will-worſhip and Superſtition: 
words that people are taught to hate, 
as they do the words Biſhop; . Curate 
d Catholic; but never to underſtand: 


. 
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and this Objection of Popery, is made 


by ſuch as confeſs that King William 


was, and Queen Am is, a Proteſtant, 
To which it is anſwered, Firſt, That the 


Papiſts are not wrong in every thing 
that they profeſs, nor are many that go 
under the name of Proteſtants right in 


every thing they do- 240%, It men 


cait away every thing that the Papilts. 


uled, then many Laicks.in the Kingdom 
will be obliged to caft away the Kirk- 


lands and the Tithes, .which were then 


appropr iated to. better uſes. than they 
are now, and.it was againſt the inclina- 
tion and principles of John Knox, that 
they ſhould be either milapplied: or im- 
propriate... 


Again, if we phe off every thing 


| that Papiſts make uſe of, we ſhall caſt 
away our. very Bibles, Cr eed,. Deca- 


logue, Lord's Prayer and Doxology: 


and indeed ſome of thoſe are: diſuſed 
To under pretence, chat! IT 1s Popiſh ro uſe 


them; and undoubtedly, good Works 


will go with, becauſe they are Popiſh; 


and at this rate, we ſhould reject that 


fundamentalRuyle of Mercy and Juſtice; 
Do unto ark, as thou wouldſt be. done 19 


of SET Fokus of Prayer. 
thyſelf, becauſe Mahomet made this the 
eight Command in his Alcoran. 

But, Thirdly, It favours. not of a Chri- 
ſtiun ſpirit, to widen our differences, 
or to differ where no difference ſhould 
be ; they agree with a party of the Pa- 
pilts, in worſe things than Set Forms, 
and the aniverſary F aſts and Feſtivals 
of the Church are. 

Fourthly, What though much of the 
Book of Common Prayer be in the Maſs 


Book? Are the Epiſtles, Goſpels, and {| 


Creeds, the worſe of that? Shall we de- 


ny that Chriſt is the Son of God, be- 


cauſe the Devil, who ws a liar from the 
beginning, ſaid it? 


£ifthly, If we muſt not uſe Set Forms, | | 
becauſe the Papiſts ufed them, we muſt |} 


reject Extemporary Prayers too; For 1 
have ſhewed in the Preface, that they 
were never heard of, until a Monk and 
a Jeſuit introduced them firſt in Exg- 
laud, purpoſely to divide. them that u- 
d Set F orms of Prayer in a knowh 
tongue. 3 ME 

Sixthly, 1 argue thas with ahem: Ei- 
ther the. Book of Common Prayer+is 
Popery, becauſe it is a Form, or be- 


canfe 3 
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cauſe the matter of it is Popiſh : If be- 
cauſe a Form, then the Lord's Prayer, 
the words of Inſtitution. in the Sacra- 
ments, the Pſalms of David, the Benec- 
diction of the People, are Poniſh, be- 
cauſe they are Set Forms : Then, as to 
the matter, Have we Prayers to Saints? * 4 
or for ſouls departed? or praying in an 

unknown tongue? But reaſon is loſt 
with thoſe that are over-ruled with 
pride, paſſion, malice andi ignorancc. 
} - Laſily, For ſaying, that this is Will- | 


worthip and Superſtition, as they un- 
deerſtand theſe words, is a malicious 


| ſlander. For, Firſt, If by Wilt-wor- 
| ſhip, they mean, that which is not 
commanded” by God, but owes its be- 
ing to the inventions of men; this 1s. 
abfolutely denied ; for the moſt part of 
t the Liturgy. is expreſs Scripture, and 
the reſt pious anddevout Prayers, made 
according to the Word and Will of 
_ } God. Here it is neceſſary to under- 
” ſtand the diſtinction betwixt the Sub- 
| ſtance of the Worſkip, and the Circun- | 
| ſtances, or the Ceremonial Part. . The 
| Subſtance ſhould be according to the 
| Word of God, as he commands to Wor- 
| 


ns 
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ip, himſelf in the name of Chriſt; 
the circumſtances are left to the pru- 
dence and wiſdom of Church Gover- 


nors : and Dr Owen, a great man a- 


mong the Independents, tells us, in 
his Enquiry into the Original of Evangelical 
Churches, page 14. That it is merely 
from a ſpirit of contention, that ſome 
call on us and others, to produce ex- 


pre els teſtimony (be means of Scripture) 1 


or inſtitution, for every circumitance 
in the practice of religious duties.“ 
But to return to the word W ill- 


wor ſhip ; ; for ought our Adverſaries 
know, It is a 8004. thing. and, in the 
opinion of wiſe and learned men, it is 


ſo, for it is found but once in Scrip- 


ture, Col. ii. 23. and whoever is at 


pains te read the text, will find it is 
joined with two things, to wit, Humi- 


ity, . and bearing down the Body, by 


ſuppreſſing its inclination to ſenſual 


forbidden pleaſures; for, from the 18h 
verſe to the 23d, the Apoſtle ſhews 
ſome things chat had a ſhew of Wiſ- 


dom, that is, a falſe appearance of Re- 
ligion, ſuch were, the Worſhipping of | 
Angels, che Q. dination and Rudiments 


4 
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of the World; which were the Doctrine 


: have no other at hand; 
- mean time, they know not what che 
word means; for, according to learned 

Critics, the Original of the Word im- 
ports, A Worſhip of Dæmons, Ange!5, 


and Commandments of Men, and 
theſe ſome took for Humility, Corpo- 
ral Corrections and Will-worſliip, 
which things are good in themſelves : 
Now, Will-worſhip ſignifies, Voluntary 


Worſhip, which anſwers to the Free- 
 will-offeriags under the Law, ws 
though not commanded. by God, 


were acceptable when performed, a 10 


directions were given in caſe of {ich 
offerings, Lev. xxll. 17. For, . when 
men do ſome things that are not com- 
manded, and reſtrain themſelves in 


the liberties and pleaſures which they 


may lau fully enjoy, in order to per- 
- feciton, no doubt it will be accepted 


ot God, as He that marrieth doch 
90 wall, but he chat marrieth not, doth 


7 W crher Charge againſt the Litur- 


gy, is Superſtition, which ſerves inſtcad 


oi athouſand Arguments, to thoſe who 
and, in the 


or 


_ of SteT Forms of Prayer. 9g7 
or Dead Men: Thus St Paul challenges 
the Athenians, Acts xvii. 22. that they 
worſhipped more Gods and Dzmons 
chan other Heathen nations. Or, 2dly, 
|. imports a Timerouſneſs of the Diety, 
thr ough wrong ideas and imagi- 
nations that ſome have of him, as a f- 
vere Juſticiary, and an arbitrary T y- 


rant, and ſo to worſhip him more for 


his ill than his good, or thinking 
to mitigate him by flattering compli- 
nents, invent ways to pacify him ; ; and 
bo Superſtition is an error in Judg- 
ment, which true Religion corrects and 
rectifies: For ſo the Heathens thought 
do appeaſe their Gods with bloody fa- 
I criftices of men and children, and en- 
deavoured ro make friends and inter- 
ceſſors of inferior Dieties to plead for 
them with the angry and terrible Su- 
preme : Superſtition then is ſeatec in 
tne mind, and it is an unreaſonable 
tear and flattery of God : But this can- 
not be ſaid of the Liturgy, that is Scrip- 
tural, as to the ſubſtance of the Wor- 
hip, Prudent, Decent, Orderly, Uni- 
torm, yea, and Scriptural too, in moſt 
, | © its circumſtances. 


"E 0 ED EEE : In 


22 


1 ä . 
: Ie" L . TT — — —— —— 
; 8 —ͤͤ—UV;UK＋w— —— — — ꝶ6ꝙ6:B; ——— a 


— = % 


98 The Neceſſity aud Uſcfulneſs 


In ſhort then, if Set Forms be po- 
pery, it will follow, that all Proteſtunt 


Churches in the world are Popiſh, ex. 
cept Scotland; and that their ene 

theOccaſionalCommunicants in En 
are Popiſh for Place and bent t. 


4 


Fourthly, It is objected, that a Shep- 


herd may read a Book of Common 


Prayer, and that men cannot be hri— 


ous by it: that it indulges men in l. 
zineſs, and chough at the beginning, it 


was at crutches to help the lame, and 
ſcaffolds to erect a building, yet now 
when men can go by themielves, c:ut- 


ches arc rather impediments than he) 3s, 
and when a buildinggis finiſhed, there 
is no more uſe for fe 


olds. To wh! ich, 


1 anſwer, Firſt, That though a fniep- 


berg can read 2 Book of fCommon Pray- 


, yet it is not his office, nor is he 


9 to be the mouth ol. the Peg „e: 


for ſo a ſhepberd can pr ay, ex tenf ort 


but it is not roough to author" 120 him 


to the Mi: aittry tia wite can {prinxio a 
child, and ee the wor ds of ini 
tution in Baptiſm; pet it not 68 
calling ſo to do; a 1 al ſubject to the 
King can read bis proclamation ar the 
Cr 615 
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Croſs; yet it ſignifies nothing, if it be 
not done by an Herald, who, per- 
haps, wy be a traitor in is heart, but | 
the reading of it is valid, becauſe it is 
his othce. 

S-condly, To fay that men cannot be 
ſerious, is a groſs miſtake, and a re- 
proach upon the wiſdom and ſincerity | 
of all Proteſtant Churches, and they |} 
ho have experience of it, feel and de- 


3 
lars the contrary, and that they are ö 
i W more edified in one years time, than | 
uc have been in twenty years before. 
" Wlircrce is a tory of a nameleſs perlon, 
» Win che Lite of Hoctor Hammond, writ= | 
6 


ten by Doctor 4 „ who became a pro- - 
» M{lvte in thoſe Mvs to the now Ex- 

temporary way, and diſparaging Set 
Forms, as cold and heartleſs, he won- 
an how ſuch a man as Doctor Ham- 

, fo eminently learned and pious, | 

7 1 weep at the Confeſſion in the 

| 


een of the Liturgy: and the re- 
lection chat Doctor Fell makes upon 
th's, is,“ So much doth paſſion and 
nilguidded zeal tranſport even ſen- 

41 ble men, that this man, otherwiſe 
gacious, never conſidered what an | 

| 
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ill inſtance he made, which ſhe ed 


«« 1t was the coldneſs of the Votiry, 


and not of the Prayer, that was in 
„the fault, when ever fervor was de- 
„ ficient in the public office of che 
„ hurch. 

Thirdly, To ſay that this induiges 
men in lazineſs and floth, is fo far fr cm 
truth, that there is no better way to 


pray habitually, than by the help of 
Forms; and, it is evident, that where 
ever morning and evening Prayers are, 
performed, the Curates are at fix time: 
more pains, than all the Diſſenters in 
England, or Preſbyterians in Scorland,and 
to the greater edification of the people. 


But, Fourthly, As to the compar Hon 
of crutches and ſcaffolds, 1 it is granted, 


that Set Forms help the weak to pray 
| habitually, 24%, There is a conſtant 
neceſſity of Set F orms on that very rea- 
Ion; for ſtill there are twenty ignorants 
an every congregation, for one know- 
3dly, It men ſhall ar 


Ae can travel well, yet can travel much 
he tet 


gue from ſimilies, let me tell them © 
gain, That a Liturgy is ſuch an l:elp, 
AS a Chariot or an horſe to a man, tho 


„f SET FoRMs of Prayer. lor 
berter, and diſpatch his buſineſs by a 
chariot or horle, than by his own legs: 
And, as it is a more compendious way 
to go over a Firth by boat or ſhip, 
thin to $0 about by land, ſo doth a 
mm arrive ſooner to ſound and ſolid 


: OT. in an orderly method, than 
iin 1 looſe, rambling and wandering 
; way of teaching. ho 
); 


Again, Tadd, as td the ſimily, taken 
from er utches, the reply that Dr Tho- 
FRA) E award, in his Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, 


WW :.:- 365, printed 1755. No body 
all ache but hatli one ſound leg, 
ome ule of both; therefore it is 
. . to go with crutches, (tho? our 


ublic Form be but as a lingle hand- 
d, So than to lie as dead in a litter, 
to be carried wholly by other folk; 

and ſuch a litter, Extempor: ary Prayer 
is for certain; and ſo it is with the 
Ditlenters, and wich all our people 
tat were brought up in troublefome 


they underſtand nothing aright of the 
duty of Prayer, they cannot move or 


litter of an Extemporizer.“ 


I ih, 


times, or by eden parents ſince; 


ſtir a ſtep, unleſs they be carried in the 


je" 


3 
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| 'Fifthly, It is Objected, That the LI 
_Turgy has many vain Repetitions. T9 
which is Anſwered, That they ought 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt Repetitions and 
Vain Repetitions, as they de betwixt 
Philoſophy and vain Philoſophy, word; 


dad idle words; when Se/omon repeats 
| theſe words often, Vanity of V anitir,, 
|; 


* — - — * 


J hope they will not call them Vain 
| Repetitions. When David, in Pliin 
| -OXXXV1, repeats theſe words, For hi, 
mercy endurethyfor ever, twenty-ſix times, 

they will not ſay theſe are vain Repe- 

- titions: When our Saviour repeated 
the ſame words thrice, as ve read, 8 
Matth. xx. 44. compared with 1% 
XIV. 39. they will not call theſe ain 
Repetitions ; they may be called ze 
Jousand affectionate Repetitions, which 
we do for ourſelves to further our de- 
wvotion, and not to inform God, which 
was the fault of the Heathens, who i- 
anagined that God did not hear them, 
ar underſtand them at the firſt, except 
they had reiterated their fupplications: 
And this, according to learned Critics, 
3s the true notion of vain Repetnions 


of 


— — — „ — — 


"DU —̃—̃ ———— p — —— : — 


Str Forms of Prayer. 103 


of men, that ought to le heard for Heir 
wich ſpeaking. 


A ſixth Objection, They tell us, It 


1; very diſorderly and uns emly, that 
the people ſhould bear a part in the 


vocal Service. To which I Anſwer, 


Es By way of Queſtion, Why do 


they permit thor Teachers to pray all 


for them, and not their Precentors to 
ling all for them? Can they not ſing 
An their kearts only, as well as pray in 


their hearts? 2. wy, We have Scripture 


Þ e for our War rant in this caſe. 
See Fudzes xxi. 2, 3. © And the 80 


*+ Came to the houſe of God, and : 


-< bode there till even befere God 


4 * 


one tribe lacking in Iſrael 2” See ab- 


1⁰ © OE remarkable place, Ad, iv. 24, 


„ „ $9, $0: * And when 
« « they heard that, they lift up their 


© yoice to God with one accord, ang 


aid, Lord, thou art God, c.“ 
allo the places cited, CR p. II. Res: _ _ 


28, 1 9, ao, out of Revelation, Chap. iv. 


ods 


= 
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and lift up their voices, and wept 
ſore, and ſaid, OLard God of Irael, 
i« Why is this come to paſs in 

Iſrael, that there ſhouid be to-day _ 


wie Ib aaron —- 


— — —ů — 
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Verſcs 8, 11. Chap.v.} cr. viii, to the end, 
eſpecially Chap. xix. to Ver. 7 | 
„% heard a great voice of much peo. 
«K 11 ER {1ying, Alleluia, Cc. 


Ver. 6. And heard as it were the 


« volce of a great mitliitude, and a; 


the voice of many waters, Oc.“ 


Now TI argue thus, Either this wa, a 
real viſion that St J law in heaven, or 


it was ſpokeu in alluiion to what vas 


uled in the Churches on earth in St 
Johu's time; and either of them pros es, | 


That rhe people” 8 bearing à part in 


the w orihip, is both hea; enly and an- 


tient, and that the Church Milit 
ouzht to imitate the Church am * 
pliant, in order, unity and harmony. 


Laftly, It is Objects d, That this is 


an Innovation in Scotland, it makes a 


Schiſn in the Church, it is an impoſi- 


tion on the people, gives offence to the 
weak, and it cannot bring in, nor mcet 


with the yarious and ore onal nece!- 


ſities of mankind. To which it is An- 
{'vered, Firſt, That it is no Innovation; 
for, in the Year of God 1559, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, who aſſiſted 
the Scotch. Preteſtant with ſome Eng- 


| | | % ; * a 
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liſh forces, to beat the French out of 
this kingdom; the Scotch Kirk, then 


called Congregational Men, profeſt and 


pr Actiſed the English Book of Common 


pr ayer, as appears from the Nineteenth 
Book of Buchanan's Hiſtory in Folio, Page 
232. Printed at Edinburgh ; and 8 vo, Page 


5475 Printed Trajecti ad Rhenum 1697. and 
{ Itrajedi cio. ioc. Ixviii, Page 696. The 
words are, The Scors a few Foul be- 


fore, were dehvered from the French 


{lavery, by the aſſiſtance of the Eng- 
_ 2/iſhes, and ther cupon ſubſcribed to the 
nme Worſhip i in Religion, and the Ce- 


_ remonies in common with England.” 


Theſe words are in the Engliſh Tranſ- 


lation of Buchanan in Folio, Page 238. 


only the Tranflator holds out theſe 


words, To the ſame Worſhip in Re- 


ligion,“ which are in the Original; 


and, to confirm this, ive John Knox's b 


Hiſtory, in the old Odtavo, Page 218, 

which was the ſirſt Edition, for it di- 
ters in ſyllabication, and in ſeveral 

; words, from thele that are publiſhed 


in Folio and in Paarto ; ; and this appears 


icrom Page 176th of the Qdavo Edition, 
here he calls the Queen, oa whore, 


Tn 
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whom God would deſtroy in her whoredo ; 


which uncivil Epithets are held out in 


the laſt Editions. But to prove the 


Point, That the Scotch Kirk practitc 4, 
the Engliſh Liturgy, fee Page zd in H- 


tio, and 112th in Quarto, where you 
— find theſe following words: 


© It is convenient, Ku Led and or- 


Galned, That in all Paroches of thi: 
Realm, the Common Prayer Book be 


publicly read weekly on Sundays, and 
other Feſtival Days, with the Leſſous 


of the Old and New Teituments therc- 
in contained, conform to the Order 


of the ſaid Book of Common Praver 


From what is ſaid on this Head, we 
may firſt obſerve, That our Scotch Re- 


formers thought not the Book of Com- 


mon Prayer eitlier Popery Or Idolatry, 


as their pretended ſuccsſſors do. 2:7 


It may appear, That the Engliſh 85 
vice is no Innovation in e e * 
Of all men, our Adverſaries ovight £2 


be molt ſparing, in objecting Innovati— | 


ons to us, for they have not only var 
ed from the Engliin Book of Common 


Eraxer, but alſo. trom Jam Knox 5, 
Wherein the Lord's Praver,  Decalogic 
an 2. 


3 * , 
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nd Creed, were not only ſaid, but 
lung, with other Chriſtian Hymns. 
and was not their Directory an Inno- 
vation, when it was ſet up? And now, 
fſave they not receded from their Di- 


r.:rory, by laying aſide the Reading 


of the Scriptures, and the Lord's Pray- 
er therein recommended ? Are not 
tele Innovations? But, if theſe Inno- 

ations be for edification, let the world 
0 80 5 


Secondly, As for the charge of Schiſin; 


it is very unjuſt and malicious; for, 


Fit. we look upon Schiim as adamna- 
ble fin; a ſin, which an holy Father 
bald, That the blood of martyrdom 
cot not waſh away. And; Mr Dur- 
b on the Revelation, Chap. vt. ob- 


ſenves, That thete who were Schiſmati- 


ca! in their lives, were not chronicled 
tor Martyrs, albeit they had died for 
tlie. Chi lian Religion. 2. Ther 
can be no Schiſm, put fi om a lawful 


MLAVEUTY 3 and NOW many men' eres 
are op ;cned in this Revolution, to doubt 
of their Ordination; for, if th cy be 


i" vt ul Miniſlers, it mutt be by Apoſto- 


3 
1.0 


OS1 > 
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a Succellion: Put this, the mampi- 
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ons for their Cauſe think not nece f- 
| ry, nor claim to it, or elſe their Mini- ill { 
ſtry flows from the Magiſtracy, and 
then they are Eraſtians; or from the 
people, and then they are Independents, 1 
againſt whom their Preſbyterian Pre- 
deceſſors wrote moſt bitterly ; fo there 1 
can be no Schiſin from them, who join 
with no Proteſtant Church in the world, | 
andwhichdoth: approvetheEngliſhW or- 
ſhip, which Worthip is but one; but the 
Scotch Kirk hath a thouſand Worſhips, | 
a different Worſhip in every congre- 
gation, like the ſtreets and trades in 
Paris, every one : TG a different 1 
Sant. 1 
Now, if there can be no lawful Mi- ÞÞ - 
nniſtry, but what comes by A poſtolical . 
diucceſſion, then there can be no Schi'n Il. 
but from an F. piſcopal Order: For st 
Cyprian ſays, It is the ſame thing to 
bb be with the Church, and with "the | 
| } © Biſhop:” And, if this Biſhop was an | ; 
Order above the Preſbyter (as is n- 
| ..,_vincibly made out in the Vindication , 
be Cyprianic Ave, for all the pretended 


Anſwers to it) then ſurely we cannot 
be 
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de guilty of Schiſm, becauſe we do not 


ſeparate from an Epiſcopal Church. 
Thirdly, If they think or ſay, that 
we are Schiſmatics, becauſe they are 
in poſſeſſion ; then it will follow, That 
the Proteſtants in Frarce were Schiſma- 


tics, becauſe they joined not with the 


papiſts, who are in poſſeſſion; and that 
their Brethren in England are Schilma- 

tics, becauſe the Biſhops are in pofſeſ- 
ion; and yet their Brethren do com- 
municate for place and preferment, by 
that Liturgy, which the Scotch Frater- 
nity think Popith and Idolatrous: ſo 


| that it is lawful to be a Papiſt and an 


[dolater, by occaſional communion fer 
2 place, and conſequently, lawful to 
40 evil, that good may come of i. 


Bui, Laſtly, If it be Schiſm, not to jun 


wi: thoſe that are in poflelſion, then 


*reſbyterians were guilty of the dam- 
nable fin of Schiſm, in the time of E- 
pilcopacy, which 8 will not readily 
orant, 
The third ching in their laſt Objecti- 
on, is, That it is an impoſition upon 
Be pope; which is notor iouſly falſe, 
none are compelled to it: and it is 
K conviction 
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_ conviction and choice, that make gur 


finding themſelves, their l - 
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people own it, and ſuch as RTE able to 
give a reaſon for what they ar Wee 


ſervants, more cdified by it, than cer 
they were under aur Epi ö r 
Prefbyrery : But Pray, are not th. 

Extemporizings an impoſition upon 
the people: For their Prayers are nei— 


ther the U 'ord of God, nor the wc: res 


of the Church. I add to this, That!: 


* 


is as juſt, the Church of England men's 


Brethren 1 in Scot lau, ge et a toleration 


in their own country, as tlie Scosch 
P reſbyterian”s Engliſh Bret liren hass 


in that nation. 


Fo: uwrthly, It is aid, That this 1 0 


8 } 


offence to the w eak. To which we 


| Anſwer, Fi: , That! i Tl cher COIL 1238 
and ſtrengthens He: Wer K 3 


have fou: 1. by experiences. 2.4) * 5 


* 5285 7 88 8 


offence that 13: t: aken at 7 brocec 
from the! implicixe faith they giwe a 
the malicious lies of their pretend 


Guides, cry ing out againſt it, as Por; il 
and Idolatrous. vv, Theſe thar a 


| vieak „are eithcrcontenticis ortgas Fl. 


15 they be cn Ttentios, there is n hel 


5 


( 9 
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for their obſtinacy : if they be humble 


aud! tractable; they can be informed 
in the ſpirit of meeknets. 


Laftly, It is aid, That Set Forms 


take not in the various neceſſities of | 


nankind, which is a very groſs mil- 


ke: for, as to the conflant neceſli- 
tics of mankind, the Liturgy is very 


full; and for the occaſional noodles. 


it is plain and full in very many places, 


2nd there is a liberty and latitude 


lelt in Prayers and Thankſgiving for 
naceethiries that are caſual, and could 
no be foreſeen. 


{ add to all that is tia, That there 
cun be no.ſermon more thundering or 


terrible, to rouze men from lazineſs, 


and guard them againſt groſs ſins, 
than that diſcourſe in the Commina- 


ion, which is read on every Aſh- 


tler. and may be read by pri- 


. and maſters of families, 


ten they pleaſe. I add allo, That 


tat Eatemporary Prayer was never 
card, that is ſo full, plain and pathe- 
tic, as the Litany, out of which I con- 
kluge in theſe words, 


1 Fran 


— 


So es . 
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7 F r on all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy and 
Good Lord deliver 11. 
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That it may pleaſe Thee 19 bring wits 


the Way of Truth, all futh as have Err, 


ud sre Decerved, 
Me 1 Thee to bear as, ” Lord. 
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of King CHARLES I. The Royal Mar- | 
tyr's EIK AN BASIAIKH, Upon the | 
eee ice againſt 1 the COMMON Pgav- | 
R-BQOK. 5 


* Lis no news, to have all inno- 
: | Ic vations uſhered in with the 
& nameof Reformation inChurch 5 
* KN andl State, by thoſe who, ſeek- | 
ing to gain reputation with the vul-⸗ 
gar, for their extraordinary parts and 
piety, muſt needs undo whatever was 
lormerlyſettled never ſo well and wiſely. 
So hardly can the pride of thoſe that 
indy Novelties, - allow former times 
any ſhare or degree of wiſdom or god- 
neſs, 
And: becauſe matter of Prayer and 
Devotion to God, juſtly bears a great 
gart in Religion (being the ſoul's more 
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immediate converſe with the Divine 


Majeſty) nothing could be more plau- 
{ible to the people, than to tell them, 


They ſerved God amiſs in that point. 


Hence our public Liturgy, or Forins 


of conſtant Prayers, muſt be (not a- 
mended, in what, upon free and pub- 
lic advice, might ſeem to ſober men 
in convenient, for matter or manner, 
to which. I ſhould caiily conſent, but) 
wholly caſhiered and aboliſhed, and, 


after many popular eontempts offer: d 
to the Book, and thoſe that uſed it ac- 


cording to their eonſciences, and the 
laws in force, it muſt be crucified by 


An ordinance, the better to pleatc ci 
ther thoſe men, who gloried in their 
extemporary vein and fluency; or o- 
chers, who, conſcions to their own 
formality in the ule of it, thought they 
tully expiated their ſin of not uting it 
aright, by laying all the blame upon 


it, and a total rejection of it as a dead 
Letter, thereby to excuſe the deaduct ; 


of their hearts. 
As for the matter — in the 


ea ſober and learned men have ſuf- 


ſteicutly vindicated. | it againſt rhe ca- 


n oy 
| | Vils 


| 
[ 
; 


| Sn Fy 


nnn 
| vilz and exceptions of thoſe, who 
thought it a part of piety, to make 
hat profane objection they could a- 
gainſt it, eſpecially for Popery and Su 
pe -rſtition ; whereas, no abt. the Li- 
turgy was exactly conformed to the 
worth: ine of the Church of England ; 
nd this, by all Retormed Churches, 
1s b confelled to be moſt ſound and or- 
thodox. 
For the manner of ufing Set and 
01 reſeribed Forms, there is no doubt, 
but that wholeſome words being 
town and fitted to men's under- 
landings, are ſooneſt received into 
their hearts, and apteſt to excite and 
carry along with them, judicious and 
eervent affections. 
| Nor do I fee any 1 reaſvis. WW hy Chri- 4 
fins ſhould be weary of a well com- 
1 ed Liturgy (as I hold this to be) 
more than of all other things, wherein 
4 the conftancy. abates nothing of the | 
excellency and uſefulneſs. 2. 
could never ſee any reaſon, why 
any Chriſtian ſhould abhor, or be for- 
bidden to uſe the ſame Forms of Pray 
ar. ſince he prays to the ſame God, 


believes 1 


* 
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believes | in the lame Saviour, it th 
the ſame tcuths, reads the ſame Serip— 
tures, hath the ſame duties upon him, 
and feels the ſame daily wants for the 
mo:t part, both inward and outward, 


which are common to the whole 


Church. 


Sure we may as well before hand 
know what we pray, as to whom we 


pray; and in what words, as to wi: 
ſenſe; when we delire the tame 950 8. 
What hinders we may not uſe the. lame 


words? Our appetite, and digeſtion too, 


may be good, when we ule, as we pray 


for, our daily bread. 
Some mem, T hear, are ts impatient 

not to ule, in all their devotions, their 

own inventions and gilts, that che) 


not only deſpiſe (as too many) bur 
wholly caſt away and contemn the 
Lord's Prayer ; ; Whoſe great guilt. is, 
that it is the warrant ng original Pa t- 
tern of all Set Liturgies in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. 1 ever thought, that 
the proud oſtentation. of men's abili- 
ties for 1 invention, and the valn affec- 
tions of variety for expreſſions in pub- 
lic Prayer, or any ſacred ackminiſtratt 
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ens, Merits a greater brand of fin, 


than that which they call coldneſs and 


barrenneſs: Nor are men, in thoſe no- 
voelties, leſs ſabject to formal and fu- 


perficial tempers, as to their hearts, 
than in the uſe of conſtant Farms. 


where not the words, but men's hearts 
are to blame. I make no doubt, but 
2 man may be very formal in the moſt 


extemporary variety ; and very fer- 
rently devout in the moſt. wonted ex- 
prefſions : : Nor is God more a God of 


variety, than of conſtancy ; nor are 


conſtant Forms of Prayers more like- 
ly to flat and hinder the ſpirit of Pray- 
er and devotion, than unpremeditated 
and confuſed variety, to Aras and 


e 
Though I am not a grave, 


n:odeſt, diſcreet, and humble uſe of 
miniſter's gifts, even in public, the 


butter to fit and excite their own and 


the people's affections to the preſent 
occaſions; yet I know no neceſlity, 
* ** private and ſingle abilities ſnould 


quite juſtle out, and deprive the 
Church of the joint abilities and con- 
current gifts of many learned ande god- 


ly 
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Service-Book were, who may, in a 
reaion, be thonght to have more of 
gifts and graces, enabling them 19 


compole-with-{erious deliberation and 


concurrent advice, ſuch Forms ot 
Prayer, as may beſt fit the Church, 
common wants, inform the hear-:; 


underſtanding, and ſtir up that fiduc4i- 


ary and fervent application of their 
ſpirits (wherein conſiſts the very life 


and foul of Prayer, and that ſo much. 


pretended ſpirit of Prayer) than any 


Private man, by his ſolitary abjlit'e:, 


can be preſumed 0 have ; ; Winch, what 
they are many times (even there, 
where they make a great noiſe and 
thew) the affectations, "emptineſs, im- 
pertinency, rudeneſs, contulions, Has 


nets, levity, obſcurity, vain and vidi 


culous repetitions, the ſenſcleſs, an 


olt-times, blaſphemous expreſſions of 
- .thele, burdened with a moſt tedions 
and intolerable length, do ſunnrientk ny 


convince all men, but thoſe who cis 
ry in that Pharifaic way. 

 VWherein men muſt be frangely im- 
pudentr, anc flatterers of ! hemtcty« 55 


15 x men, ſuch as the n of tlie 


11.9. 1 
not to. liav ea n infinite ſhame of what 
toy io do and fay, in things of lo fa- 
ed a nature but. re God and the 
[cr urch. after 10 Waliculcus, and. iu 
dee profane manner. 
Nor can i be expected, b. at that, in 
di es Of trequcnt performa! nces, as Ja- 
mental Adminifr ations, and the 
Hes, which are {fill the fame; miniſters. 
mult either come to ule their own 
Forms conſtantly, which are not like 
o he ſo found, or comprehenſive of the 
nature of the duty , as forms of public 
con poſure; or elſe they muſt every 
Unie ws neu e expreſſions, v hen the 
ſubiect Is the 3 ; Mhich can hardly 
| ns lanes, in any man's erect 
us iencics, not ro. want, many times, 
much of that compicatoels, order and 
ravity, becomt; ag thoſe duties; which, 
5 this means, are expoled to every ce- 
3: t1ON . to every Winiſter 8 private 
np mitt 58, Indiipoſitions, errors, dii- 
„dars and defect is, both kor Ju! 1gment 
mu er eſſion, 5 
ſerious ſenſe of „. hich inconveni- 
7s in the Church, unavoidably fol- 
ing cyery man's ſeveral manner of 
FO Oles ciating. 
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officiating, | no doubt, firſt occaſioned 
the wiſdom and piety. of the Anticit 
Churches, to remedy thoſe miſchiets, 
by the uſe of conſtant Liturgies of pub- 
*lic compolure. 
The want of which, 1 believe, this 
Church will ſufficiently feel, when the 


verned ignorance, and confident de- 
fects, ſhall be diſcovered in more -r- 
rors, ſchiſms, diforders, and uncharita- 
ble diſtractions in religion, which at 
already but too many, the more is the 


However, if . muſt needs 
bring in, and abett thoſe innovations 
(that men may not { 2m to have no- 
thing to do) which law, reaſon and re- 


Ngien forbids, at leaſt, to be ſo obtrud— 
ed, as wholly to juſtle out the public 


Liturgy. 
Let nothing can excuſe that rofl 


_unjuſt and partial ſcyerity of thoſe men, 


who either lately had ſubſcribed to, 
UlZa nd maintained the Service- Book, 


or refuſed to uſe it, cried out of the 
rigour of Laws and Biſhops, which 


unhappy fruits of many men's ungo- 
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ſi Fered thewd 1 not to aſe the liberty of 
their conſcience, in not uſing it. 25 3 
That thefe men, I ſay, ſhould ſo ſud- : 
denly change the Liturgy into a Directo- 
ry, as if the Spirit needed help for in- 
vention, though not for expreſſions; 
or, as if matter preſcribed did not as 
much ſtint and obſtruct the Spirit, as 
© it it were clothed in, and confined to, 
ft words: So flight and eaſy is that 
Legerdemain which will ſerve to delude 
| the vulgar | 
WM That further, They mould uſe ſuch 
ſeverity, as not to ſuffer without pe- 
nalty, any to uſe the. Common Prayer- 
Book publicly, although their conſeiĩ- $ 
ences bind them to it, as a dutyof pie- 4 
ty to God, and obedience to the laws. 
Thus I ſee, no man are proner to be 
greater tyrants, and more rigorous 
exacters upon others, to conform to 
their illegal novelties, than ſuch, whoſe 
1, pride was formerly leaſt diſpoſed to 
9, the obedience of lawful conſtitutions, 
and whoſe licentious humours moſt 
pretended conſcientious liberties, which 
— with much regrete, they now 
Wl to ME and my Chaglains, when 


4 @ << 8 R 3 . 7 PN : l 28 
1 [ © > — . 55 1 e * "Y : a 
y Ty . 7 — 2 FA * 1 „ _ * 19 5 2 a, a ” Ws 
- * - , * | & ' 1 . — 1 5 Fi = : 7 
* mn * ky 4 
1 o mY * * N 4A” ** | py has: : 
* o " ** 9 +” 4 N 1 v * & 

. K e » 4* VP ; 

_ . . 


they may have leave to ſerve uy, 
whoſe abilities, even in their exten po- 
rary way, comes not ſhort of the o- 
ther; but their modeſty and learning 
far exceeds the moſt of them. 

Bur this matter is of fo popul:r a 
nature, as ſome men knew it would 
not bear learned and ſober debars, 
leſt, being convinced by the evidence 
of reaſon, as well as laws, they thouid 
have been driven either to ſin more 


againſt their knowledge, by taking a. 


way the Liturgy, or to diſpleaſe ſomt 
faction of the people, by continuing 
2 uſe of it. 
Though I believe; they have offe d- 
ed more conſiderable men, not only 
for their numbers and <itates, but for 
their weight and judicious piety, han 
thoſe are, "whoſh weakneſs or 21d: <> 


they ſought to gratify, by taking it a8 


way. 

One of the gr eatel fools ſome men 
found with the Common Prayer-E-0k, 
| Ibelieve, was this, That it taught them 
to pray ſo oft for ME; to which betten 
they had not loyalty: 1 toſay, 4 


nor yet charity enough to 1 re- 
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proaches, and even curſings of ME in 


their own Form, inſtead of praying 


wr ME. FP 
{ wiſh their repentance may be their 


only puniſhment, that ſeeing the miſ- 


chief, which the diſuſe of public Litur- 
ries, hath already produced, they may 
reſtore that credit, uſe, and reverence 
o them, which by the Antient 


Churches, were given to Set F orms of 


bund and holeſome words. 


, K hin, © Tore: which att this 
« Hine God, bleſſed for ever; whoſe 
nercies are full of variety, and yet 


o conſtancy ; thou denieſt us not a 


daily wants, nor deſpiſeſt renewed 


i; ONS. | 


2.6 c united and well adviſed 
g evotions. 

Let the matters of our prayers be 
:greeable to thy will, which is al- 
ways the ſame, and the fervency of 
our ſpirits to the motions of thy 
Loly Spirit IN US. 


LA « And 
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new and freſh ſenſe of our old and 


* affections joined to conſtant expreſ- 
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Let us not want the benefit of thy 
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And then we doubt not, but the 
ſpir itual perfections are ſuch, as thou 
art neither to be pleaſed with novel. 
ties, for matter or manner, nor of- 
fended with the pious conſtancy of 
our petitions in them both. 


* Whoſe variety or conſtancy thou 
haſt no where either forbidden o 
commanded,. but left them to the 
piety and prudence of thy Church, 


that both may be uſed, neither de- 


ſpiſed. 
"= Keep men in that pious mode: 


tion of their judgments in matters 
* of religion, that their ignorance 


may not offend others, nor their o- 


| pinion of their own abilities tempt 
them to deprive others of what they 
may lawfully and devoutly uſe, to 


help their infirmities. 


«« And ſince the advantage of error 
conſiſts in novelty and variety, 4 


truth in unity and conſtaney ; du 
fer not thy Church to be peſtered 
with errors, and deformed with in- 
decencies in thy ſervice, . the 
pretence of variety and nove'ty ; 
nor to be deprived of truth, unit) 


. my 


, oli as ice 
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* ſn pu under this ee That 
conſtancy is the cauſe of formality. 
Lord, keep us from formal hypo- 
„ crify in our own hearts, and then 
Wwe know, that praying to thee (with 
David and other holy men) in the 
« fame Forms, cannot hurt um 
Give us wiſdom to amend what 
« is amiſs within us, and there willbe 
«« leſs to amend: without us. 
Evermore defend and deliver thy 
Ta Church from the effects of blind. 
N zcal, and over-bold devotion. 


i 


F 


A Prayer of the W and "PIR Dr 


HAMMOND, the Peace of the 
Church. 


Bleſſed Loc * in 1 infi- 
nite mercy, didſt vouchfafe to 
_ 2 glorious Church among us, 
and now, in thy juſt judgment, haſt 
permitted our ſins and follies to roor 


it up, be pleaſed at laſt to reſume _ 
— : n - 
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thoughts yy peace wards is. 2 uf W 
may do the like to one another. Lord, 
look doun from heaven, the habitati- 

on of thy holineſs, and behold the 
ruins of a deſolated Church, and com- 


© paſlionate to ſee her in the duft. Be- 
Hold her, O Lord, not: only broken, 


but crumbled, divided into ſo many 
Sects and Factions, that fhe no longer 
repreſents the Ark of the God of 7 
rdel, where the Coxenant and the 
Manna were. conſerved, but the Ark 
of Neb, filled with all various ſorts & 
unclean beaſts; and, to compleat our 

_ miſery and guilt, the ſpirit of Diviſion 
tath infinuated itſelf, as well into our 
affections, as our judgments; that 
badge of diſcipleſhip which thou re- 
commendeſt to us, is caft off, and all 
the contrary, wrath and bitternch, 
Anger and clamour, called in to main- 
tain and widen our breaches. UC 
Lord, how long Thall we thus violate 
Ronny defame that Goſpel of Peace that 

e protets? How long fhall we thus 


Not We = defeat ourſelves, and Toſe hit 


Chriitianity which we pretend to ſtrive 
Thar? O thou which makeſt men to be 
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of one mind in an houſe, be | leaſe 10 


to unite us, that we may be perſectly 
joined together in the ta:ne mind, and 


iv the fame judgment. And now 
mat, in Civil affairs, there ſeems ſome 


aptneſs to a compolure ; O let not our 


ſpiritual differences be more unrecon- 
£:lable. This 
winds blow out of the Sanctuary; let 


not thoſe, which ſhould be thy ambaſ- 


{idors for peace, ſtil] ſound a trumpet 
for war ; but do thou reveal rhytelf to 
all our Eljabs in that ſtill [mall voice, 
which may teach them to eccho thee, 
in the like meek treating with 
others. Lord, let no unreaſonable 
 Aiffnels of thoſe that are in the right, 


0 perverſe obſtinacy of thoſe that are 


in the wrong, hinder the cloſing of 
our wounds; but let the one inſtruct 
in meekneſs; and be thou pleaſed to 
give the other, repentance to the ac | 
knowledgment of the truth. To this 
end, do thou, O Lord, mollify all ex- | 
alperated minds, take off all animoſi- 
ties and prejudices, contempt and 
heart-burnings, and, by uniting their 
REALKS, prepare for the reconciling 
Her 
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Lord, let not the rongheſt 
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their opinions; and chat nothin g may 


intercept the clear ſight of thy truth, 


Lord, let all private and lecular deſig 
de totally depoſited, that gain may 19 


longer be the meaſure of our godli— 
nels, but that the one great and com- 
mon coucerument of truth and rack 
may be unanimouſly and vigorouſly 
puriued. Lord, the hearts- men are 


in thy hands; O be thou pleaſed to | 
let thy Spirit of Peace overſhadow the 


minds of all contending parties; and, 


if it be thy will, reſtore this Church io 
her priſtine ſtate; renew her days as 
of old; let her eſcape out of Egyp: be 

10 entire, that not an hoof 1 may be left 
behind: but, if thy Wiſdom ſee it not 

yet a ſeaſon for ſo full a deliverance, 
Lord, defer not, we beſeech thee, fuch 
a degree of it, as may, at leaſt, ſecure 
her a being; if ſhe cannot recover her 
beauty, yet, O Lord, grant her health, 
ſuch a ſoundneſs of conſtitution, 45 


may preſerve her from diſſolution. 
Let thy providence find out ſome good 
Samaritans tocure her preſent wounds: 


0 And to whomſoever thou ſhalt commit 
that 1 ent work, Lord, „give them 
tkiltub 
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ſbilful hands and ee hearts; : 
direct them to ſuch applications as may 
| moſt ſpeedily, and yet moſt toundly, 
heal the hurt of the daughter of Zion, 
and make them fo advert to the inte- 
reſts both of truth and peace, that no 
la ful condecenſion may be omitted, 
nor any unlawful made. And do thou, 
who art both the wonderful counſellor 
and Prince of Peace, ſo guide and pro- 
per all pacific endeavours, that all 
our diſtractions may be compoſed, ant 1 
our Jeruſalem may again become a ©Q- | 
t5 at unity in itfelf; chat thoſe happßx 
Ee days may at length revert, 
wherein vice was the only Hereſy; that 
all our inteſtine contentions may be 
converted into a vigorous oppoſition 
of our common enemy, our unbrother- 
ly Fends, into a Chriſtian zeal againſt 
all that exalts itſelf againſt the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt. Lord, hear us, and or- 
dain peace for ns, even for his ſake 
whom thou haſt ordained our peace- 


M aker, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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F Short Reaſon for Str Fokus, f Bi- 
bop TayLok's Preface to the Apole- 
HH . Authorized L1TURGIES: 


1. "Hat we may imitate the perpe- 
5 tual practice of the Jewiſh and 
' Chriſtian Churches. 2. That we may 
: follow the example, and obey the 
| precept of our Bleſſed Saviour, who e- 
+ ftabliſhed a Set Form. 3. That all that 
come, may know the nature of public 
- communion, the ſettled principles f 
their religion, and manner of addreſs. 
to God. 4. That we may know before 
Hand what to pray to God, and not to 
do it by an implicite faith of an Extem- 
Porizer. 5. That there may be union 

I of hearts, fpirits and tongues. 6. That 
|| {there may be a public ſymbol of com- 
' {munion, and that our united 282 
may have more weight with God. 
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| Thatthe miniſters leſs learned may have 
proviſions of devotion made for them. 
8. That the more learned may have 

no occalion of boaſting, and ſo their 


Prayer be turned into fin. 9. That 


travagant Levities and ſecret impie- 
ties be prevented. 10. That the Offices 


Eccleſiaſtical may the better ſecure the 


Articles of Religion. 11. That they 
may edify the by their books 
at daily uſe. 12. That men by the 


inter veening of anharity. may be en- 


gaged to devotions. 13. That not 
enly the duty, but the very form of 
its miniſtration, may be honoured by 
the conntenance of authority, and not 
be expoſed to contempt, by reaſon of 
the inſufficiency of its external war- 


rant. 14. To ſecure the miniſtry 


from the intruſion of men whom God 


hach not ſent. 15. That the indeter— 
mi nation of the Office may not intro- 


duce indifferency, nor indifferency 


lead in a freer liberty, nor liberty de- 
generate into licentiouſneſs, or licen- 
tiouſneſs into folly and vanity, and 
theſe come ries attended with 
ecular deſig gns, left thele be curſdd 


with | 


'” with the immaifiion of a  peeviſh ſpirit 
upon our Prieſts, and that ſpirit be a 


teacher of lies, and theſe lies bece::c 


the baſis of impious theorems, which 
are certainly attended with ungen) 
lives, and then either Atheiſm or An- 
tichriſtianiſm may come, according as 
ſhall happen in the conjunction of 
time, and other circumſtances; for 
this would be a ſad climax,aladder upon 
which are no Angels aſcending or de- 
ſcending, becauſe the degrees ; lead to 
na and miſery. 
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The Rules 3 Prafict of « our Church, cou- 


cerning Prayer. By an Eminent Di- 


AVING thus wen the Directions 
1 and Examples, which the Scrip- 
tures affords us, for the public per- 
formance of our Prayers to God, let 
us now corrſider the worſhip of our 
Church, and compare it with them, 
both as to the words and matter of 
our Prayers, and to the comfort of us, 
who are of this Communion, it will 
| clearly appear, i | 

1. That there is not one thing we 
ak of God in them, which he has not 
pacticularly directed us to aſk, or any 
triag for which we ought to pray, 


that it is omitted. This advantage 


we have towards the proof of this 
Point, that our Prayers. are fixed and 
ated, and may be examined by all 
that have a mind to be farisged in 


M = them. 


are more particularly concerned, ::-+ 
ral Conſeſſions of Sin, and the 827 1458 
Frayer. - | 


- people ſome ſhict Anſwers or ito 


Pleſling, e are e to ang fi 


moully ia ſome other ſhort ejacuizti- 
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<t. 38 1 
them. An advantage we gain bh, 
putting them into a Set and prepar: 4 
Form of words, according to the con 

mands of God, and the . 1 af 


holy men ; whereas, it is 11p6llible 


uch as vie only ex zempore Prayer 
thus to juftify their Service, becaufe 
their Prayers are altogether uncertain, 


and depend on the preſent thoug.:s Its 
of the Speaker. 

2. Our Church requires the ons 
to join their voices with the minitier 
in tome of the Prayers in which th 5 


which ſeem of the moſt general 224 
greateſt moment, ſuch are the gene- 


3. Our Church has: ſligned far the 


iponſes to our Prayers, whereby ches 


may be ſtirred up to attention, aud 


lignify ROE concurrence W wich : 


Amen, as we find the people did in 
Church of Corinth ; nd to join una n- 


ae? — ; 9 . . * 
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033, to implore God's mercy, or be- 


ſcech him to hear us In ail which, 
[ have alrcady ſhewed, we have the 


warrant of Scripture ; and it is plain 
to any one that will be at the pains to 
conſider our Service, that we have ta- 


ken the Rules thereof from Scripture, 


and have not invented a Service out 
of our own heads; and then (as is too 
often the cuſtom of Innovators) en- 
deavoured to make the Scripture com- 


piy with it. Ihe firſt Reformers of 


otir Church weak never have retain- 
ed and prepared Ferms ot Prayers, had 


they not found ſuch in Scripture : 


They would never have required the 
pcople to join their voices in ſome 
Prayers, and anſwer 20 others, if che 
examples of Scripture had not led 
themto it. They profeſſed, and their 
190 was, to make the word of God 
heir Rule: and we ſee how exactly 
;cy conformed to it in theſe particu- 


8 3. I with [could fay as much for 


all other ways of Worſhip among Pro- 


telants. 
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7e Practice of thoſe who differ from u: 


1. ND here I muſt intreat ) ou 


you to judge, as God ſhall direct yov, 
and as you will anſwer it at the laſt 


day. 


And here I find, that ſome of your 
Writers are of opinion, That the {pri 


| of Prayer is given to all the children of God 
11 Jome meaſure, for enabling their heart. 10 
cbm, aud their tengues to exp reſi, cone 
nen defires to God ; and that therefore, 
Forms of Prayer are of no neceſſary 


who diſſent from our Worſhip, 
ſerioufly to conſider with me, what it 
is, which you have ſubſtituted in he 
place of theſe things which you have 

intirely laid aſide, though fo exprefly 
directed and warranted by Scripture; 
and examine whether your way have 
2 ſolid foundation in God's word. 
I ſhall endeavour to repreſent it with 
all fairneſs and impartiality, and leave 
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„le, either in public or private; on 


| the contrary, that they ſtint the Spi- 


rit, and hinder men from ſtirring up, 


or uſing the gift that God has given 


them. 
2. Others of you go further, and 
affirm, Thar all Forms of Prayer are 


unlawful to Chriſtians, and that there- 


fore it is a fin to join in a Worſhip 


where they are uſed, or to be preſent 


ar it. 


ly is to ſpeak publicly to God in the 


behalf of the people, and that they are 
not to join their voices, but their 


bearts only, with him. 


pon theſe principles, you forſake 
our Worſhip, and many of you think 


it is a fin to be ſo much as preſent at 
our religious Aſſemblies. It is of 
great importance therefore, that you 
ſhould underſtand what the Scriptures 


determine in this matter; for, if our 


Worſhip, which you thos forſake, be 
plainly enjoined by Scripture (asTthink 
have made it ſufficiently appear) and 


al cheſe Principles 0 your Worllup, 


And 


3. That the Miniſter is the mouth 
of the Congregation, and that he on- 
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and yvufr practice en to chem, 
Have no foundation in Scripture, I cau- 
mot ſee, how you can anf er your for- 
Jaking our Aſſemblies, to God and y oar 
own coniciences. Let us then conti 
cler cach of theſe principles apart. 
II. And, fürſt, for that poſition gt 
your Directory, That the Spirit of FD 
ert given g all the Children uf C 
ſome meaſure, for enabling their * 5 bs 
conceive, and their tongues to expreſs, „ 
-vement deſires to Go, Tentreat you to 
confidler, what prom' ſe or fonnd: ny 
it has in Seriprure. I prof. to +0 
ſerioufly, That, upon the ſtrieteſk en 
quiry I could make, I never could g. 
any luch promt ſe made te all the c 1 
dren of God, in the Old or New ie 
ſtaments; neither did Lever meet any 
Diſſenter, that was able wo ſhew ay 
uch promile, to furniſli us with Herd 
in Prayer, without the uſe of ſet und 
-premeditated Forms. If then there 
tbe none ſuch, as we may be well as 
Aured there is not, was it net too muc 
Prefuraption in the Compilers of » cu 
Directory, to obtrude this doctrine 0! 
0 1 or Jeriimde Fan to de 


"139 | 


| perd on it, and neglect the Wiz I, of 
Forms, which the Sock pture PFeicn 1 


1 

— and recommends to us! Nay, a5 there 

r no promile for ſuch ext.vordivary 

—atliſtance to all the children of Gui to 
conceive Prayer, ſo rcither is there © 

ny command in Scriptufe, requiring. 

- +5 to worſhip or pray to God in a can- 

i ceived extoernporary or unremeditated 

15 Pray er, Cr ſo much as an cumple in 

a ſettled ordinary Congregation, here” 

of it was practiled. 1 then Jou can 

a thew none of theſe in the holy Sorip— 

al turcs, neither prom'ſe ror c. zmmand, - 

ic is a plain caſe, tl:at 11 1; doctrine is | 

mere invention of men, and the WM 

1M Worthi;- built 64 it, a vanity, in the | 

iM tne « our Saviour, Miu vii. 7. If 

vl my deſigu were enly to confute an | 

8 Adverſar:, What I have already faid, | 

call were. fafficient ; but this ſpirit of Praj- 


er is a point of ſuch conſequence, that | 
ll hope it will be both grateful and in- | 
i ftructive to the Readers of all ſorts, to | 
explain it to them, and ſet it in as 
clear a light as I can; which [ ſhall do | 
under the following Heads. 2 
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III. 1 Firſt, ene { doubt nate 
bat it will be granted, That whoer, 
prayeth to God with faith, ſinceriry, 
fervency, love, humility, conform 
to God's will, underſtanding and de- 
cency of expreſſion, prays acceptably 
to him, and is endowed wita the jpirit 
of Prayer ; and whocver prays with- 
out A's does want it- 

. I ſuppoſe no man of himſelf can 
attain theſe graces, that are requiſite to 
make our Prayers acceptable, antdbtlaat 

thereſorr we muſt have the aſſiſtance of 
God's Spirit to beget them in- us. 

98. I luppoſe, that it is poſſible for a 
man to acquire by natural means aud 
ability, to expreſs himſelf devently in 
Prayer; though he cannot fo. acquire 
faith, or any other inward? grace; ſo 
that decency of expreſſion ts the Jowreit 
part of the gift of Prayer, and not al- 
ways a part of it. 
I.᷑. I fay, that one praying by a Form 
may have all theſe qualifications, and 
therefore his Prayer may be acceptable 
to God, and proceed from his Spirit. 

This may be proved to the Diſſen- 
ters, 1. From the Allemblies Larger 
OE; 


it ] | 

| Catechiſm, which acknowledges it * 
For when the queſtion is put, How is 
the Lord's Prayer to be uſed ? The anſwer 
is, The Lord's Prayer is ot only for Direc- 
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tion, as a Pattern according to which we are 


% make our Prayers, but may be atſo uſed 


ſtauding, faith, reverence, and other graces, 
neceſſary to the 5 performance of the du- 
iy of Prayer. 2. Many of the Pſalms 


arc (as I * before) Forms of Pray- 
er, and the Diſſenters make no fer aple 
to turn theſe Forms of Prayers into 


Metre, and then ling them line by line 
after the Miniſter. As for example 


The firſt Verſe of the fifth Pſalm, run 
as in the tranflation they uſe, 


Give ear unts my words, O Lord, 

My meditation — on 
Hear my loud cry, my King; my God, 
For 1 iy thee will pray. | 


This 15 AS much 1 Form of Prayer, as | 
any in the Litany, and by their wing 
it as they. do, they plainly practite 
praying by a Form: And do further 
allo allow, that Prayers as well as Prait- 
= Es ES, 


4 a Prayer, fo that it be done with under- 
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es, may be offered to God with fines 
ing, and that they may repeat their 
Forms of Prayer after the Miniſter, 
With what rcalon then can it be ſüd 
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againſt us, That a Form of Prayer ſung 
in verſe, and after the Miniſters read- 


ing it, is commendable ; but the jane 
ſaid or ſung in proſe, is onlawful ? 


5. Extemporary conceived Prayers, 
may want theſe fpiritual qualifications 


of Prayer, as I believe will not be de- 
nied by thoſe that contend moit lor 
them, and they often arc manifeſtly de- 


kcient ; being ſometimes performed 
without reverence or decency of ex- 


preſſion, and by tome, even without 


underſtanding ; and where theſe qua- 
lifications are found, others may be 


wanting. The Scriptures obferve, That 


a man may make long Prayers, and 
yet, have a mind diſpoſed to devot 


widows houſes. He may want fach, 


humility, fervency, and affiance in 
God, and yet be ahle to pray without 


a Form: and therefore ſuch Prayers 
are not always a acceptable to God 


6. There fore, * he en God pr om! 
the Spi: it of Grace and of Supplicac 
| s 


* 


vo 


ons to his pe 
promiſe doth: not extend to enable all 
men who are God's child-en, to con- 
ceive with their hearts and expreſs 
wih their mouths, convenient deſires, 
w ichout a Form : for as 1 ſhewed be- 
bre every one to whom God gives a 
heart and difpotition to pray, : has the 
ſpirit of Prayer, and he who from this 
principle offers up his nee, to God 
n a Form, prays acceptably ; and 
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te, Zach. ii. 10. this 


he that Offers then without that prin- 
eiple, though he do it in unpremedi— 


ted and extemporary words, is re- 
reted, and therefore the {5irit of Pray- 


er is the grace, the heart, the diſpo- 
ow and ability to pray, and yhi- 


bei it be u wh, or without a Form, 
uch a man's Prayers are acceptable to 
bo and 15 is greatly ſupe titious to 


k or teac otherwise Ie. I; Gad gives 
t a heart to pray, and by his Provi- 
fence Kath prov ided us a Form to ex- 


prels our deſires in, or enable ns to 
MULE one, it is ſuſticient, and we ought 


to be thankful, 
1n Contr mation of this account 
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of the ſpirit of Prayer, 
. obſerve, 


1 | je emay "NW 


1. That no worſhip 18 "acceptable to 
God, that is not offered to him in Spi- 


rit and T ruth, John iv. 24. and there- 


fore the Scriprure recommends to us 


: hes and by the Spirit ; but that 


praying with the Spirit doth not ſigni- 
fy extemporary, unpremeditated Pray . 


ers, or exclude Forms, will appear 
from 1 Cor. xiv. 15. © I will pray with 
„ the Spirit, I will pray with the un- 
* derſtanding, [ will ſing with the 
„ Spirit, I will ſing with the under- 


* 


6. L 


ſtanding alſo.” Here we find ling- 
ing with the Spirit, as well as praying 
with it; and whoever ſings otherwiſe, 
goth not w orſhip God as he ought; 


but though we are obliged to ſing with 


the Spirit, yet we muſt and ought to 


{ing in the congrepation, with a Set 
Form of words, and therefore, for the 
ſame reaion, though we pray with the 


Spirit, we may pray by a Set and pre- 


_ pared Form of Words: The moſt ſpi- 
ritual Songs conſiſt of a Set Form of 


impoſed words, and ſo may the molt 


ſpiritual Prayers, Praying theretore 
with 
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"XL 5 , 
with the Spirit in this place, is ſo far 
from meaning, or being an argument 
for the uſe of extemporary unpreme- 
ditated Prayers, that it is rather an Ar- 
gument againſt them : For either we 
are obliged by it to ling to God in ex- 
temporary Hymns, or we are not o- 


r interpret ſinging with the Spirit, in 
one ſenſe, and praying with the Spirit 
Inn a contrary. 

2. And to confirm this further, we 
find the moſt ſpiritual perſons addreſ- 


on the Croſs, when in his Agony he 
repeated the firſt verſe of P/al. xxii. in 
Hriack, and as ſome believe the whole 
Plalm ; by which. at, he recommend- 


breath, as the moſt 
expreſſing our condition te God, and 
as moſt ſuitable to the Divine Majeſty ; 
ind therefore praying in the Spirit, 
ft Epheſ. vi. 18. Prayingin the Holy Ghoſt, 


Jude 20. and with the _ I Cor. xiv. 


bliged to pray to him in extemporary 8 
Prayers; ; ſince it is unreaſonable to 


ing themſelves to God in Forms; fo 
did Moſes, ſo did David, as I obſerved 
before ; and ſo did our Saviour himſelf 


eth to us Forms. of Prayer i in his dying . 
proper means of 
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hearts; by the aſſiſtance and motion of 


Spirit will afliſt us with this grace in 
our hearts, but we have ne promile| 


the uſe of F orms ; as will appear from 
| Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit ako help- 


4 


not be uttered;“ thole inward mc- 
tions in the heart, called here 9 

ings, are that grace in the heart, ith 
which we nght ro pray, and to which 
the Spirit of God doth, and indeed 
only can help us; and te pray with 
this grace is, to pray in, and with the 
ſpirit, whether we nufe words or no; 


dute chem into a Form firſt, or pour 


ro gur minds; 


the Holy Spirit ; and a man may as well 
pray with grace in his heart, when h& 
Prays by a Form, as ſing with grace 
in his heart, when he ſings by a Form. 
3. We have a promile that God's 


That he will help us to words, without 


eth our infirmities, for we know not 
< what we {hould pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit ttſelf maketh } intercet> 
ſion for us, with gronings that can- 


A 


4 


and if we do uſe them, whether We IC- 


chen Jorth as they preſent themſelves 
but we have no pro- 
ale 
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miſe, that the Holy Ghoſt will always 
firniſh us with fit words on all occa- 
ions, and therefore ought not to ** 
ſume that he will. 

4. It is certain, that he did furniſh 
have with ſuch words; for we find 
both Prayers and Hymns dictated im- 
mediately by him, of which we have 
examples in the Hymns of the bleſſed 
Virgtn and Zacharias, and in the Song 
or Prayer of Simeon, and in Acts iv. 
24. But then it is manifeſt, that this. 
was an extraordinary gift of God, and 
a part of propheſy, and we may not 
depend on the Holy Ghoſt for this 
zift, more than for any other extraor- 
dinary gift, till it be made appear, 
that it was to continue always in the 
Church, and to be communicated to 
all the children of God. Prayiag, 
and ſinging the Praiſes of God, are 
duties incumbent on all Chriſtians ; 
but we are no more oblige 2d to prav 
Extemporary Prayers, from any e, 
ample of infpired men in Sc:ipture, 
than to ſing Extemporary Hymns from 
the like examples ; to which yet none, 
[ think, pretend. 
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thofe, who compoſed their Prayers 
and Hymns by immediate Infpiration, 


in the Congregation, til they had firſt 
reduced them ato a Form. Thus 


Prophets, 1 Cœr. xiv. 26. did the func, 
for they are ſappofed, every one to 


Revelation, Oc. that is, te have them 
ready, and reduced inte Form for the 
uſe of the Church, 


of having a Pſalm, Ge. in this place, 
will appear very probable, not on!y 
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in 
5. It is very obſervable, that even 


did not generally offer them to God 


David firſt penned his Palms, and 
then delivexed them vo be ſang, rt 
Chron. xvi. 7. And i is probable, the 


have a Pſalm, à Doctrine, a Fongue, 


ee tos de came 
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together. That this is the meaning 


from the word, whick naturally im- 
ports this, and can hardly be other 
wiſe interpreted, but likewiſe from 


the Apoſtles making a difference be-. 
tween what theſe Prophets had pre- 
pared, and what was revealed imme- 
diately, at the time of their being to- 
| gether, Der. 30. A If any thing be re- 
„ yealed to another that fitteth by, 


6c Tet the firſt hold his * Which 


thews, 


110 42 
ſhews, that © Pfalms, Cc. were to 
give place to ſuch as were immediate- 
ly inſpired: So far were thefe inſpired 1: 
men from countenancing an extempo- 
rary unpremeditated way of ſerving | 
God, except where there was an im- 
mediate Revelation for it, and ſo ut- 
terly void of Scripture Proof is this 


great principle of the Diffenters Wor- | 
I ſhip, That the fpirit of Prayer is given 
to every one of the faithful, to ena- 


ble them to conceive with the heart, 
and exprefſs with their tongues, their 
© gneceſſities to God, without 4 Form | 


of Prayer.” 


8. It lies therefore, my friends, on 
your teachers, who are of this perſua- 
ſion, to produce plain Scripture for 
your principles, or elſe to confeſs, that 
you have laid aſide Prayers by Forms, 
commanded by God, and practiſed by 
holy men in Scriptures, to make room 
for this way of praying, of men's own 


m vention. But further, that place, 


Eccleſ. v. 1, 2. ſeems to me to afford 
a ſtrong argument. againſt ſuch Pray- 
ers,“ When thou goeft to the houſe 
E of God, — not * with thy 
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mouth, and let not thy heart be ha. 
i ſty to utter any thing before God; 
„ for God is in heaven, and thou u p- 


on earth: Therefore let thy words 
be few.” It is hard to fay, what it 


1s to be raſh with our mouths, ar Ha | 


utter any thing before God, if it be not 
raſhneſs to truſt the expreſſing all our 
deſires to ſuch uncertain and unpr e 
meditated words, as our Invention 
ſuggeſts unto us, when we come buf: e 
him, which (as I ſhewed before) 

Scriptures give us no promiſe of being 
ſupplied to us by the Spirit, on o di- 
nary occaſions. I appeal to you, Whe— 
ther it would not be looked on as rath- 
nels, for an ordinary perſon to fen 


to a Prince or ſolemn aſſembly, con- 
cerning a matter of great moment, in 


words unpremeditared a and untorm:, 
and we ſhall hardly find any fo rafl: 2 
to venture on it, King Solomon here 
f:ems to have recommended the fame 
modeſty to men in their addretles t 
God. 
But in as much a8 God has not ©: 

preſly forbidden all extemporary P. 5 
ers, T would not be underſtood 7 

th: , 


this, to condemn all ſuch as unlawful. 
There may be tome men (though not 


occaſions, when a man has not time 
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very many) able to expreſs themſelves 


ſignificantly, and decently, ex rempore ; 
and there are ſome occaſions that re- 


quire it even in public; and on theſe 


allowed him to reduce his deſires into 


Forms, before he offers them, he may | 
depend on the affiſtance of God's Spi- | 
rit, as we may in ali other caſes of ne- 
ellity, or at leaſt hope for pardon of 
courſe, to our infirmities: but to de- 
pend on that Spirit, and neglect the 
means God has given us to provide | 
ourſelves, looks fo like tempting him, 
that we ought carefully to avoid it: 
and find prudent, modeſt men are a- 
ware of this, and though they be ve- 
ry famous for extemporary Pr ayers, 
yet they pray really as muchby a Form, 
43 if they had the Common Prayer be- 
fore them. The Secret is only this, 


they compoſe Forms of Prayers of le- 


veral forts, digeſt them well in their 


minds, and commit them to memory ; 


io that they can, on occaſion; tranſ- 


pole parts of them, change, add, or 
leave 
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feave out, as they lee reaſon; and thus 
they are, in effect, provided with 


Form, though the people cannot per- 


cCeive it, and admire then for their rea- 


dineſs and fluency. It is eafy for any 
man of moderate parts, to manage the 
matter thus; but the more ignoram 
and ordinary Preachers, that know 
not, or are not capable of the method 
of it, fall into very indecent and vain 
_ repetitions, and are often at a loſs, 
when they ftrive to practiſe this Way 
of addrefling to God. 


conſcience of ſecret Prayer to God, and 
have grown up in a conſtant diſcharge 
of this duty, do, by degrees, fall into 


| a Form even with themſelves ; for how 


much ſoever their Prayers were ex fer- 


pore at firſt, yet having continual occa- | 
ſion of praying to God for the fame. 


things, they find in time, that there 


is but one beſt way of expreſſing the 
ſame thing; which neceſſarily leads to 
a Form. However, the various ways 


Another Account may be given of 
theſe ſeeming Extemporary Prayers, 
not much different from the former, 
namely, That good men, who make a 
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they made uſe of before they ſettled 


on. one, ferve them as fo many Forms, 


when they come in public; and, by 
changing. of theſe, they ſeem to pray 
ex lempore. 


to. Laſtly, Let me obſerve, That the 


fe of extemporary conceived Pravers, 
even in caſes of neceſſity, is founded 
on a general rule of Scripture only, 
which commands us ro afk of God 


hat we lack; of which rule, our own 


prudence makes the application in 
| freh extemporary occaſtons; but when 


we fer up this humane application of | 
this general Nul dle, in oppoſirion to that 


particular manner of aſking command- 
ed by God, and practifed by holy men, 
whick is, by fet and premeditated 
Forms in the ordinary worthip of God, 


aud turn God's way out of his wor- 
ſhip, to make room for one of our 
on: This is to diſplace a particular 


command of God, on pretence of 


guiding ourſelyes by * general one; 


in which, we are not only more liable to 
miſtake, but we fail of paying due re- 
let to God's dir ections. For gene- 
ral command; ought only to take 


place 
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. ee in ſuch caſes, where God has 
not laid down a particular Rule. 
And thus I have examined the firſt 
principle of Diſſenters, That the ſpiri; 
of Prayer is given to all the children of God, 
whereby they are enabled to conceive with 
the heart, and expreſi with the mouth, con- 
. - venient defires ts God. 
IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Sc- 
cond ; That all Forms of Prayer are uu. 
| lauf to Chriſtians ; and, that it is 6 /.4 
to join in a worſhip where they are uſed, o- 
£ much as to be Preſent . 
be any of you, for whom I intend. 
theſe Papers, of this opinion, as I fear 
ſome of you are, and-All of you do in 
your practice comply with thoſe that 
maintain it, and therefore cannot ac- 
quit yourſelves from countenancing 
it; I deſire you to obferve, That it 
there were no harm in the Opinion ; 
or, if it were a mere ſpeculation, we 
' ſhould not be much concerned at their 
, miſtake, But, by what I have ſhew- 
ed of the Scriptures* Authority of 
Forms, it is plain, That they who 
maintain this Principle, do not only 
teach for Doctrines, the Command— 
men's 


33 


ments of Men; but, in effect, fer 
chemſelves up above Chriſt, and coun— 


:crmand what he has required. They 
not only add to the Golpel a new 
Command, by teaching that to be un- 


lawful, which Chriit has no where 


condemned; but they teach that ro 
be unlawful, which he has poſitively 
commanded. Whoever therefore do 
rcach Forms of Prayers to be unlaw-— 


tul, or countenance hoe that do teach 


riss doctrine of me n, cannot acquit 


themſelves from the imputation of re- 


ifting the Holy Ghoft, by whote in- 
tpiration the Word of God ts penned. 
I can foreſee only one ching that 


an be alledged i in javour of thett who 


maintain this opinion; and it is, That 


70 pra with, or without a T'orm (ex- 


cepting the Lord's Prayer) is in itſelf 
indifferent; and that therefore, tlie 


aſſerting the ute of Forms, is not 2 
matter of ſuch weight, as to juſtify our 
contending wtth our Brethren about 


Ge 4. 


it; and chas | it ſeems uncharitable i 
us to inſiſt on a thing, which they are 1 
fully perſuaded is unlawful, and We 
eurſclyes count indifferent, 

2. Bur 
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1. But in anſwer to this, it is to be 
obſerved, Firſt, That an opinion which 


neceſſarily divides him, who believes 
it from the communion of all the eſta- 


blihed Churches i in the world, cannot 

be of fo little moment as the objecti- 
Ons would make it. And ſuch is this 
opinion of the unlawfulneſs of Forms 


of Prayer ; ſince there neither is, nor 
has been any eſtabliſhed Church thet: 
fifteen hundred years, but has main- 
tained their lawfulneis and uſed them 
in the ſervice of God; and therefore 
whoever believes them to be unlaw ful, 
in what ever age he had lived, he mut 


have ſeparated from all the eſtabliſh d_ 


Churches of the world at that time 

and ſurely, an opinion that neceſſarily 
produces ſuch a diviſion, muſt be of 
mighty conſequence, whether true or 


falſe, and ought to be carefully exa- 
mined ; and if falſe, to be zealouſly op- 


poſed. But, 


of Prayer, and of leſs concern to the 


| fouls of men; and at therefore to 


. I ſuppoſe, it will be granted, That 
eating ſwines fleſh, or drinking wine, 
are as indifferent, as uſing @ Form 
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teach theſe to be unlawful, would be 


as innocent a miſtake, as to teach the 


unlawfulneſs of Forms. For if we com- 
pare theſe two doctrines together, and 


ly conceivable, that the forbidding the 
ute of ſome particular meats, ſhiould 
have ſo many ill effects, as the forbid- 
ding Forms of Prayer has had already. 


Ti 


» 
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heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doc- 


, 


A 


x 


and toabſtain from meats whichGod 
hath created to be received with 


e 


10 


PN counts it a departure from the 


which God has created for the uſe of 


God has not forbidden it, then ſure, 


lawful, when God I zas commanded it, 


the miſchiefs that each of them have, 
or may hereafter produce; it is hard- 


Yet it is obſervable, how St Paul judges 
of that doctrine. 1 Tim. iv. 1. In 
the latter times,” ſays he, © ſome 
ſhall depart from the faith, giving 


trines of devils, forbiddin g to marry, 


faith, and a doctrine of devils, to forbid, 
as unlawful in itſelf, any fort of meat, 


man: and, if it be ſo criminal, to teach 
any ſort of meat to be unclean, when 


to teach a Form of Prayer to be un- 


thankſgiving. ” You ſee here, St 


* 1 36 1 
muff be a very ill doctrine. And this 
conſideration alone, ought to make ff 
thoſe who maintain it, or any iuci 
doctrine, whereby they are obliged i; | 
condemn their brethren, as practiſin 8 
unlawful things, to examine it care 
ly and impartially by the Word of Gd, 
leaſt they be 8 on by feducing 
ſpirits. 
The great deſign of the devil, 


to bring us into an intire ſubjec 


| to his will. But w hen he ny 5 
j this, his next attempt is, to ſhare v. 
1 God in our obedience, and imc 


new commands of his own upon i. 
as if they were God's; and ſo to pou t 
cure himſelf to be obeyed. This he! 
doth moſt ſucceſsfully, by giving taem n 
an appearance of Religion, and of more p 
than ordinary ſtrictneſs. Thus, in Ste 
Paul's time, under colour of mortiſicu- 
tion, he forbad meats and marriage, WP 
as unlawful, which Cod had ajlowed ; 1 
ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, and under 
ſhew of Religion. And thus, it is 10 v 
be feared he- has prevailed on ſome, 


under colour of great ſp! irituality, £9 
N 
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abſtain from Forms of Prayer, as un- 


i:wful, which God has cnjoined. 

And here, it is very remarkable, that 
wherever the devil gains this point with 
men, and brings them to believe a 
thing to be forbidden by God, which 


hk: has not forbidden, he ſoon brings 


2 faper added command of his own, 
in competition with ſome of God's, 


aud prevails with them to prefer his 
commands to God's, and fo plungeth 


from marriage, they ſoon fell, not only 


to commit fornication, but even, in 
ſome caſes, to allow it rather than 
marriage, as the Papiſts do; and, by 


perfuading men to abſtain from Forms 
of Prayer, ann unlawful, he has de- 
prived them in many places, of all op- 
0 rtunity of public Worſhip, and made 

hem chuſe rather not to ferve God at 


by in public, than with a Form; 
which is the caſe of many thovlands 


now. in this kingdom, who worſhip 
( od publicly no where. But, 


G 3. This 


Y 


them into direct diſobedience, which 
was his deſign at firſt. Thus, when 


he had prevailed with men to abſtain 
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3. This doctrine of the unlawful. 


nets of praying by Forms, is no ſuch 


indifferent thing, that we may fate:y 


CONE men in thieir own ſenſe about 


; ince it is very apt to puff them 


5 and make them take falfe meaſures 


aw judging of their own On, 
aud cf 'the influence of God's Sp: 


CE of on them. 


We know, that all good men have 
the Spirit of God, and are guided and 


influenced by it in the whole tenor of 

their lives; we make no doubt, but 

they are aſſiſted by him in their Pray- 
ers, but no leſs in forgiving an injury, 


or reſiſting a temptation ; and his in- 
fluence on a good man's mind, 1s ra- 


ther greater and more ſenſible, in theſo, 
and other acts of Religion, than in 


Prayer. Love, joy, pcace, long-ſufferis;, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, ten:pe- 


rance, are the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v. 


22. And it is principally by theic 


we ought to conclude, that we have 
that Spirit. But the opinions of the 
unlawfulneſs of Forms of Prayer, on 


a perſuaſion, that the Spirit of God end- 
bles | every child of God, to conceive with cle 
ed!“ 7 
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heart, and expreſi with the month, ſuitable 
&-fi7 es, intitles every one to God's Spi- 

rit in ſome meaſure, that is able to ex- 
preſs himſelf in apt and fluent words, 
though without the other graces of the 
SH irit, and expoſes every one to de- 
pair, that is not able to do this, as 
ſooking on himſelf to be deſtitute of 
the Spirit, though otherwiſe meek, 
| bumble and charitable, and endowed 
Leith ſuch grazes as are much more 
ertain figns of his preſence. Nay, ſo 
tar are many deluded by this opinion, 
hat they judge themfelves or others 
children of God, and in his favour, 
according as they are more or leſs en- 
BE lowed with this gift, without reſpect |} 
to other qualifications. And I dare 
appeal to yourſelves, Whether ſome 
very immoral perſons, guilty of groſs 
and ſcandalous crimes, have not been 
eminent for this gift of Prayer? and 
whether ſuch perſons are not apt to 
Harter themſelves, that they are the 
ze children of God, and endowed with 
un bis Spirit, notwithſtanding their wick- 
%- edueſs? And, it is impoſſible, either to 
bavince theſe perſons of their miſtake, 
7155 LS O > . 


2 ——— — — *** 


3＋—öB _” 


* 4 0 * 
4 = = ay pe = 
i Gy * p g * „ pe : * , 7 Y 4 - k 1 5 . — 
p * a oy U . By * ” oY * WB A! % 4 = * * q * AX. bes Is © 1 g P 
* 1 * 19 * "= P \ : : Fl a 4 uk * N. = . , 5 
* „ . „ * 9. 13 N » — * , \ "4 YE. . 4 * Þ 
p "WW . * . N - 4 « ö l 1. pep , p * 
* 6 8 9 * * ih « 
' ſe i - 
: . 3 
* - - 
| * 
o 


4 vr to comfort poor ignorant people, 
. *dejected only for want of this But, 
whilſt they are poſſeſſed with this opi- 
nion of the unlawfulneſs of Forms. 
Which, in the fourth place, ought 
not to be countenanced, or indulged 4 
as an indifferent thing, becauſe it has 
been a great hindrance to fecret de- 
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votion: Every Chriſtian ought, at! 
twice a day, to addreſs himſelf ts God 


in fecret Prayer; but a great part of 
the world cannot do it without a Fo: mm; 

Children and ignorant perfons arc ate 

loſs for words: and even other pcople 


Aare often not able to find them rend. 

I x, eſpecially when wearied, dull, 
indiſpoſed, as is ſometimes the can. 
tion of the beſt Chriſtians; this m 

ſlecret Prayer, at leaſt, aconflant re; 


| lar courſe of it, uneaſy to moft tint 


mie abſokitely againſt all uſe of Forvis, - 
and it vceafions too inany*ta-negic ef 
| it, Which other wife would not; . 
As for children and ignorant pr opt 
F amongſt thoſe of this perſuaſion, : 
__ well affured, many ef chem never oo 

| their knees in ſecret to God; and 
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forced to ſpeak aloud, or cannot pray 
at all, which 1s againſt the nature of 
jecret Prayer, and expoſes not only 
the perions that ule it, to the cenſure 


of hy pocriſy, but the duty to con- 
tempt. It is on this account, that the 
pious cuſtom of training up young 
people ro a conſtant courſe of devoti- 


on, in their morning and evening ſe- 


cret Prayers, is too uuiverſally laid a- 
ſide among you, as Ihave found by 
experience, and for the truth of the 


oblervation, I dare appeal to all of the 


Diſlenters. On the contrary, I am 
well aſſured, that there cannot be a 
more effectual or caly method to revive 
and continue this regular and conſtant 
ule of ſecret Provers, than to oblige e- 
very one to ſome certain Forms every | 


morning and evening, which they may 


not omit, whatever other Prayers they 


ule : But this can never be done, whilſt 


* 221 


the opinion of the unlawfulneſs of 
Forms prevails; and therefore all good 
people are obliged to oppoſe it, as they 
_ would retrieve the conſtant ufe of ſe- 
eret Prayers; which fhews, that this 
15 no indifferent matter, a3 the objec⸗ | 
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l tion would ſuggeſt, but of great weight, 


and fit to be contended for. 

| will not mention ſome other rea- 
ſons, that are of great moment, be- 
cauſe they would but exaſperate, aud 


tend to make the duty of Prayer. when 


performed ex tenpore, ridiculous, which 


ill men mighc extend (as too often hap- 
pens) to expoſe devotion in general: 
ſuch are the indecent exprethon:, 


which ſometimes fall from perfon- 
that neay thus: I will only obſerve to 


you, that the Fxtemporary Prayers of 


ſame Preachers, have too oſten given 


occaſion ot offence to ſerious perion- 


even among yourſelves. It is certain, 


that to print ſome of them, as they bad 
been ſpoken, as thoſe that we make 


uſe of are printed, would hot be for 


the honour of the Holy Spirit, to whon; 
they are 'aſcribed, nor much recom- 
mend them to {ſerious men. But Je- 
ſteem it an ill thing for men, to ridi- 
cule one another's W whatever 
it is. 


E V. There remains yet the third O- 


pinion of Diſſenters, which they ad- 


vance againſt us in this matter of 


e 


«/ 
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Prayer, to be examined, That the Mi- 
ſter is the mouth of the Congregation ; und 
that the people have nothing to do, but 10 
'9in with him in their hearts; an opini- 
on far from any Authority in Serip- 
ture, which expreſly requires us, Rom. 


| elorify God. we produce this, and many 


other Places and Exam ples in Scripture, 
tor the people's joining their voices, 


and bearing a part in their Praiſes and 
Prayers; and we. are aſſured, there is 


no Scripture forbids it; and therefore, 
when you condemn it, or teach it to 


be unlawful, we mult charge it upon 


you, as an inſtance of your reaching for 
Doctri inet, the Co; nmandments of Men. 


_ is all, I think, needful to be 


aid to this Head, after what [ have 
3 before, in defence of our con- 
trary practice from Scripture ; and, I 


think, ſufficient to induce you tert- 


cuſly to conſider it. 

And thus, I preſume, I have faithful - 
ly examined the Rules and Examples 
the Scriptures afford us, for the per- 
iormance of that part of our public 


Vorſhip, that conſiſts in Pr ayers; and 


compared 


xv. 6. with one mind, and one mouth, to 


. 
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„„ 
compared the Service of our Church, 
and the Diſſenters way of praving 


with them; and made it appear, that 


our performance of this duty, both as 


to the matter and manner, is agreea- 


ble to the commandments of God, and 


to the examples of holy men recorded 


m Scripture; and that the Service the 


Diſſenters have ſubſtituted in the room 


thereof, has, in many particulars, laid 
aſide God's commands, and defſerte:! 


the examples of Scripture, and is, in 


the main part thereof, an immediate in 
vention of men. 


And I intreat you, who are of this 
perſwaſion, and adhere to theſe prin- 


| ciples of worſhip, which I have now 
7 mentioned, and thewed to be diſagree- 
able to Scripture, io conſider ſcrioutly 


whether you are not thereby literally 
guilty of that fin, with which our Sa- 


Voiour taxeth the Jews, Mark vii. 7. ot 


Teaching for the Do@rines, the command 


\ mei of Men ; aud alſo of that ſuperi'i- 
tition condemned by St Paul, Col. 2. 21. 


which faith, Touch not, taſte not, han 
uot ; that is, which teaches io Haar 
thale things waich God has made lau 

Lal. 


ful, after the Dori ne: and Commandmexts. 

_ of Men; and I beicech God to enligh- 
ten your minds, to make a true judg- 
MENT in it, that you may deliver your 
1ouls. I 
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W bat the Holy Scriptures preferibe concern 
— a 
I. CANE great defign of our Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies is, Hearing: 
and +; = which is to be heard, is the 
| Tori of God.. T ſhall proceed in exa- 
mining this; and conſider, What Di- 
rections the Scriptures afford us, for 
the public performance cf this duty. 
PFirſt, then, God has poi tively com 
manded us to read his Word in our wh 
lic Aſſemblies. So, De: 11. XXxi. 10. 
I. the Feaſt of 7. . ef, 7 »her all Iſrael 
is come to appear before the Lord thy God, 
ia the place which the Lord ſhall c chooſe, Thou 
Halt read this Law b: fare all Tract in their 


Hearing. 
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Hearing. Gather the people together, ne., 
women and children, and thy ſtranger that 
ir within thy gates, that they may hear, anc 
that they may learn, and fear the Lord your 
| God, aud ot fer de to do all the words of thi, 

Law. And it is obſerved, 70%. viii. 33. 


that there was not a word of all that Moss 
commanded, which Joſtua read not a Here dil 


The Congregation. 


Neither was this confined to their 


ſolemn Aſſemblies at Fer uſalen: ; it was 


likewiſe a conſtant part of their Sab. 


_ bath-fervice in their Synagogues. As 
we learn from Acht 13. 14. where it i 


obſerved, that Paul and Barnabas went. 
into the Synagogue on the Sabbat! 
day, and fat down; and after the 
reading of the Law and the Prophets, 


«Cc 


the Rulers of the Synagogues ſent 

« unto them, Oc.“ and St Paul takcs 

notice, verſe 27. that the Prophets 
« were read every Sabbath-day,” 


meaning undoubtedly, in their aſlſen:- 
blies. And St James Ads xv. 21. of 
Moſes his being read in the. Syna- 


- gogues every Sabbath day.“ 
II Ihis reading the law was the 
Areat, and moſt eftectual means, God 


prov idee 


P 


— 


or” 


1 o 
"4 - 


-H 
4% | 

=. 7 
* * 
A - 


ol 2 
— - 
"—=— 


FD, * 5, p 2 9 As * 

a 7 N 

n 4 992 x. 

i EI. "AF * 

*$5-F % : N * * 8 24 4 74 

NES 3 4 * , : 
” E 


provided for ee the knowledge 
of himſelf amengſt his people; and 


where it was omitted, the people im- 


nediately funk into idolatry ; and the 
2eft Reformation began, and was car- 
ried on, by reſtoring this Ordinance. 
Thus, it is obſerved of Foſtah, 2 Chror. 


<XX1v. 29. that he gathered together 


all the Elders of Judah and Feruſalem--- 


e Frieſti, and the Levites, and all the peo- 
tle great and ſmall, and he read in their 

cars all the words of th: Book of the Cove- 
rant, that WAS found in the houſe of be 


Neb. viii. 3. Aud he read therein befare 
the ſtreet, that was before the Water-gate, 
hom morning until mid-day, before the men 
aud women, and all that could under ſtaud. | 


it is remarkable, that after the capti- 


rity, the Jews never fell in idolatry ; 
And the chief reaſon given by them- 


{clves, was the ſtrict obſervation of this 


Ordinance of God; the Law being 
conſtantly read to them afterwards 


publicly in their Synagogues: o power- 


ald doth God bleſs bis own Ordi- 


nances, 
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And all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and 


Lord. The like is obſerved of E-ra; = 


nances, to preſerve thoſe that uſe them 
from error and ſin. 

ill. From the practice of the Syn 1 
gogue, in reading the Law and the 


Prophets, the like order was brought 


into the Church, and reading wa: 
made a part of the office of the Chri- 
itian Elders, as it was before of th. 
Jewiſh. And hence it is, that Tim”! 
is commanded by St Paul, 1 Tim. 


13. To give attendance to reading, as wel] 


as to exhortation and dyctrine. And tie 
inſpired Writings of the Apoitles were 
read in the Chriſtian Aſlemblies, 
well as the Law and the Prophets - 
mong the Jews, according .to S: Pau,“ 
Forman, Cal. ii. 16. Vi ben this -- 

“ piſtle is read ee vou, cute 
„ that it allo be ead in the Caurc'i 
* of the Lao. e. 450 chat ye Ae wit 
* read tlie Epiſt l from Laodicea.“ Ani 
it was but reaſon, ſince the Golie! 


12 contained the Chriſtiau . thai i 
- 2 ſhould be read in the Chriſtian Alec 
| blies; ad well 48 tie La * of-- Maſes \V - 


in the Synagogues. And that it we: 


. > & 


fo read in the firſt Chriſtian 3 
might ſlew, * many inſtances os 


© the Antient F ahi; if there WW ere 
3 


IV. This public reading the Law, 


was of fo great reputation, that it is 


termed Preaching it; as we may {ec 
from A&s xv. 21. For Moſcs of old 
„ time, hath: in every city, them that 


nagogues every Sabbath-day.” The 


65 God, as a- hefrald or crier proclaims 


o:3ly thoſe that proclaimied the Goſpel 
to fuck as had not heard i it before, or 


are fil to H ¹ẽ,et. Preaching is diſtin- 
iſhed from Teaching and Exhorta- 


ion; and it is odſervabls, that in the 


2. OP... 


Oo 2 New Teftament, though reading 


che Scriptures is called Pr eathing, yel 
juterpreting them; applying them, or 


exhorting the people from then, in a 


Chriſtian Auditory, 1 is never called by 
that name. 


If it be objected, That St Paul is ſaid 


tc preach to the Diſciples, „ 
E 2 when 


preach him, being read in the Sy- 
od Preaching, has a peculiar ſenſe in 


me New Teſtament, and ſignifies pro- 
perly, to declare or proclaim the Word 


the laws or orders of a king. Hence 


read the Old Teſtanſent to the people, 
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_ when he only, in probe ie made a 


Sermon or Exhorration to Believers, 
as is uſual now. From all which, 
1s manifeſt, that there are only two 
ways, Ly which the word of God 


prope: ty Preached ; the firſt i is, 3 


:t is declared to thoſk that never heard 


of it before; and the ſecond is, When 
the very words of the Scripture are 


read publicly to the people, as a cric: 
doth a proclamation, which he dot! 
not word himſelf, but reads it in the 


| words In which it 1s delivered t 
him. = 


In ſhort, the Scriptures are Sermo 1: 


out of the mouth of God, being di-- 


tated by his Holy Spirit; for the read 


ing of which to the people, for thc: 
conviction and inſtruction, there is 


peculiar command of God; and, where 
ahis ordinance is duely obſerved, thin 
they are ſure of the Word of Life; and 


1t is impoſſible they ſhould be ignorant 


of their duty, for the Scriptures are fuji 


cent to make them wiſe to ſalvation } and 
the hearing them with humility arid 


attention, is,a means ſufficient to be- 
e faith in the hearts of thoſe th. 
| hc: * 


. 
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hear them; for they are“ proftsbie 
for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 


rection, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
* nels, that the man of God may be 


«© perfect, throughly furniſhed to all 


good wor — as we ſee, 1 TOR ii 


17. 
V. We find in eb Seriptute, that 


the public reading of the Word of God. 


was with great SORRY It is ob- 


ſerved, Neh. viii. 3. When Ezra o- 


<< pened tlie Book, Ml the people ſtood 
up, and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, tlie 


great God; and all the people an- 
ſwered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up 
| + their hands; and they bowed their 
heads, and worſhipped the Lord, 
: with their faces to the ground.” 


And I find it generally agreed, that 


both the Readers and Hearers ſtood 


up whilſt the Law was read, though 


not when other things were read or 
taught : hence it is obſerved, Luke i iv. 


16. that our Saviour ſtood up for 10 read, 


and, ver. XX. after cloſing the Book, 


that he ſat - - down (o teach : Hence, . 
ev. 5. God is repreſented, in allufion 


a) the High Prieſt, with a Book 3 in his 
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Z right Hand, containing the Revelati. 
ons of his Will; and the Lamb, as his 
Miniſter, takes it out of his Hand to 
declare the Contents of it; and, ver. 
viii. When he had taken the Book. 
the four Beaſts, and four and twen- 

„ ty Elders, fell down before the 
„Lamb. And they ſung a pew 


Song: The Angels join with chem, 
4 der. 11. and. the whole Creation, ve, 
at 1-3, From whence. we ſee, the e 
tures teach us, to receive the Revelati- 


ons: of God's Wi U out of the Book ot 
Life, with Adorati ion and Praiſcs: And 
therefore, we find, that at the pe / 
of the Law, Confetlions and Praiſes « 
God, were intermixed, and ſucceeded 
one. un2ther; Neb. ix. 33 And 09 5 
« ſtood up in their: place, and read in 
„* the Bodk of the: Lord their: God, 
« one. fourth part of the day, and u. 
e nother fourth: part, they confefled 
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ö 
| * and: wor thipped © the! Lord: their Fr 

EE God”. = 7 
n VI. We find, that the 3 of Ged - Wt 
; is. to be read in ſuch a language, as the j 
people underſtand. After che captivi- Ni 
y. the pesple — 8 born and educat- IF 
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ed in a ſtrange land, their language 


was changed, and they did not ander- 


4 ; | {> . | » ; 4 Os 1 
Fand, at leaſt unirerfall/, the pure 


= 45 


Hebrewin which the Law was fe writ 
en; therefore when Eg rend in the 

aw, a certain nuinber of the Priefts 
inal Levites interpreted the words of 


- 


he Law, as E-rareadthemionhe people: 
Veh. viii. 8. And they cauſed the. 
people to underitand te lau, and 


60 


46 


the people ood in their plac: ; {of 
they read in 8 Book, in the W of 
" Gott diſtinctly, and gave the tenſe, 
and: cauted 11005 to underſtand the 
* reading :” And the cuſtom continu- 
eh among the Jews to this day: Firſt, 
the: brew text is read, and then a 


tranſlakion or R in a lan- 


"wage underſtood by the hearers. And 
e there may be good reaſon for 
reading the orig inals in public Aſſem- 
blies, ſuch a cut tom being an eftectual' 
means to preſarve the knowledge of* 
mem; but they cannot be uletul to 
UC: people. without: a - tranflation. 
i heeefore St Paal doth not abſolute I 


{orbid ſpeaking in unknown tongues 
the Church, but orders,” 1 Cor. xiv. 
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27. © Let one inter pret ; but if there 
+ be no interpreter, let him keen 1 
lence in the Church.“ 
VII. We find, that after readiny 
the word of God, there was tometnne. 
an enlargement or comment on loom 
part of it, and an (xhortatlon to th 
people: thus when our Saviour he 
read a portion of Scripture, he app: - 
ca to the pcople, in a diſcourſe to thi: 
purpoſe. But it doth not appear. 
that this was conflantly done; on the 
contrary it is rather probable that 
was not. For had there been à con- 
— _{flant proviſion for ſuch enlargement, 
and cxpoſition of che Law, and exho:- 
tation ſrem it, there had been ne oc- 
caſion for the Rulers of the Synagogue 
Ads xiii. 15. to ſend to St Paal an 
Barnabas, after the reading of the Law 
ane Prophets, chat meſſage we finn 
there, © Ye men and Brethren, it 
„ ye have any Word of Exhor:ation 
ps for the People, fy on.” St Paul 
ſuppoſes him who Teaches, and Jin 
whoſe office it was to exhort, „ dliſtinc: 
from him that Ruled, and das that Mi- 
niſtred, Nom. xil. And it doth not ap 


Pear, 


. A 


pear, that every Church was furnithed 
with all theſe officers, the ſame St Paul 
joined Exhortation and Doctrine with 
reading, in his charge to Timothy, 2 


Tim. iv. 13. which ſhews that they 
went together, but whether indiſpen- 
fbly or no, doth not appear; though 


it is manifeſt in the practiſe of moſt 


Churches in the ages after the Apoſtles, 


they were all gener ally exerciſed in 
the public Worthip. 

VIII. Laſily, We find that they had 
A Summary of the principle Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, which they delivered to 


the people, and by which they order- 


ed their own diſcourſes, and judged of 
what was delivered by others. Thus 
St Paul to Timothy, 2 Tin. i. 13. © Hold 
« faſt the Form of ſound Words which 


« thou haſt heard of me;” and Chap. 


n. ver/e 2. © And the things that thou 


«« hait heard of me amongſt many wit- 


« neſles, the ſame commit thou to 
« faithful Men, who fhall be able to 

« teach others:“ Perhaps this may be 
Fs portion of taith,acco: ding to which 
the Prophets are exhorted to prophely, 


Row. Xii. 6.1 thi ak, it is not doubted, 
but 
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Bur this Form of ſound Words con- 


” tained the main fundamentals of 
Chriſtianky; and St Paul tell us what 
| thoſe were, Heb. vi. 1, 2. Therefore 
„ Jeavingthe principles « of the Doctrine 
of Chrilt, let us go on unto perfec- 
tion; not laying again the foundati- 
' © on oBRepentance from dead Works, 
and Faith towards God, of the Doc- 
e trine of Baptiſms, and of laying on 
of hands, and of the Reſurrection 
s of the Dead, and ef the eternal judg- 
à ment.“ In all probability therefore, 
' the Form of ſound Words, delivered 
by St Paul to Timothy, and by him to 
others, contained theſe fix Heads of 
Principles of Chriſtianity; ; which eve- 
b ry Chrittian- was obliged to hear and 
: learn. D 
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The Practice of our Church in Raa and 


Pr edching the IFord. 


FPHESE are the rules and examples 
the Scriptures propoſe to us, for 
| our feeding the pcopie with che Word 


of Life, and their hearing it in public. 
Let ue, in the ſecond place, compare the 


rig nal. 


Practice of our Church with them, and 
furely no copy can come nearer the o- 


1. For, F, Our Miniſters are ex- 


pre fly oblived + in their ordination, di- 
ligen ey to rœad all the Canonical Serip- 


tire of the Old and No wv Tefame: t 


antothe pcopleaſlembled in theChurch, 
where they (hall he a 5 ginted to ſerv: 


2. Oar Church! has“ 41 poied the RE 


ly Scriptures in a certain order, and 
| has appointed four or more Chapters to 


be read every day in tie public con- 


gregaiion z 
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gregation; by which means, all the 


moſt edifying parts of theOld Teſta- 


- ment are ordered to be read once a 
year, and the New Teſtament (except 
the Revelations) thrice in the fame 


time; and ſome ſelect Chapters of the 
Revclations are appointed on extraor- 


dinary occaſions: there are indeed 


ſome Chapters (about one tenth) of the 
Old Teſtament left out of this order : 
but then it is to be obfer ved, that thoſe 


which are left aut, are either Genealo- 


gies, names of perſons and places, hi- 


| ſtoricatrepetitions, or ſome obſcure and 

_ myſtical Prophecies of Ezekiel, which 
are not ſo proper for an ordinary A\- 
ſembly (for which reaſons, ſome par: 


of the Revelations is alto left out) yet 
theſe are not excluded, though not 
particularly commanded. The gene- 


ral obligation on every Clergyman, 
in his ordination, to read all the Canoni- 
cal Seriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, ſtill allows them to read theſe, and 


alſo obliges him to it, when he ſhall 


perceive, that it may be for the edift- 


cation of the reep. 


5 Beſides 


Seriptures, on every Lord's day, and 


other ſolemn occafions, there are ap- 
portions out of 


pointed certain felect 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels to be read, 
whieh are adapted to the occaſion; 
and contain ſome great myſtery of out 


f.ith, or other weighty matter neceſ- 


fry to our edification. 


4. For the more folemnity of theſs 
rer dings, our Church joins with each 


of them Praiſes, Thankſgivings, or Con- 
feſlions, according to what we find 
| practifed in the Holy Scriptures. 


5. That the people may benefit, and 
be edified by hearing the word of God, 


A 9 authentic, and moſt excellent 
tranſlation is provided by public autho- 


rity, in which the Scriptures are read 


This was the firſt eare 
of our Church in the Reformation, and 


to the people. 


the generality of Diſſenters are forced 
to: be beholden to it for the word of 


Life, and draw all the knowledge that 
| they: hare. from the fountains which 
our Biſhops opened for them, by tranfſ- 


lating the: word of God, and putting 
* * PRI 
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3. Beſides this order for the whole 


they underſtand. "Y 
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OY EY is . in our Church. . 
* Miniſters ſhall explain ſome part of 
the Scriptures every Lord's day, and 
exhort their congregations in a ſer- 
ag 


| + Fo: inculcate the great myſteries 
of our faith the better, our Church has 
appointed certain ſolemn times, Where- 
in, once in the year, they are obliged 
I explain, and inculcate every great 
myſtery of our faith, and moſt materi- 
al paſſages of the Goſpel; ſuch are the 
; Conception, Birth, Paſſion, Reſurrecti- 
on and Aſcenſion of our Saviour, 
Laſtly, there is provided a Form of 
found Words, in a ſhort. and. plain Ca- 
techiſm, in which are contained the 
firſt principles of the Oractes of God ; 
this is adapted, as it ought to be, to 
be to the capacity of children, and i- 
j Indeed ſincere Milk, without School-no- 
tions, or hard Words. And all che fix 
g . Principles, which the Apoſtle mentions. 
Deb. vi. f, 2. are briefly explained in 
it, and yet largely enough, to makc 
thoſe that attend to it, wHe to Salvati- 
on. The teaching and explaining theſe 
Fundamentals, is 4 er of our public 
2 | | inflruRions 
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duty on Miniſters and people in our ſo- 


lemn Worthip. The Minitter in each 
pariſh being required diligently, upon 
Sunday and Holy days openly in the 
Church, to inſtruct and examine ſo ma- 


ny children of his parith tent into him, 
as he ſhall think convenient, in ſome 
part of the Catechiſm, and the people 


are obliged to come at the time ap- 
pointed, and obediently to hear. 


And by our twelfth Canon, for the 


better grounding of the people in the 
principles of Chriſtian Religion, it is 
ordained that the heads of the Cate- 4 


chiſm, being divided into ſo many 


parts, as there are Sundays in the year, 
ſhall be explained to the people in eve- 
ry pariſh Church, ; 5 


1 his is the care our Church has ta- 


ken, to teach the people in their pu- 


blic Aſſemblies, and the method 15 o 
effectual, that it is ſcarce conceivable, 
how any one, who duly conforms to 


theſe Orders, ſhould be ignorant of ſe 


ny thing that concerns his foul, 
And by the bleſfing of God, the ef- 


fect | is ſuch, that we may affirm, with- . 


out 


5 4 . : 
i a f 5 444 ' L *— „3 „„ 
—— — . — —.— „ 


oY 70% * * * 
| | n * „ 


N 


2 * — 


——— — a 


- $ AY 2 * N 8 Þ 
= as. * n 
» ” 


A OR — — N 


ing life; which then haſt 
* our Saviour Fes Chriſt. Amen,” 
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out vanity or partiality, that our Cler- 


By, and Laity, eſpecially where we can 


prevail with thein, to conform to the 
rules of our Church, are generally 


much more knowing, modeſt govern- 


able, devout and charitable, than per- 
haps may be found inany other Church, 
of which our late conteſts with the Pa- 


Piſts, and behaviour under their go- Þ 
vernment, and ſinee the preſent Revo- 4 
lution, are evident proofs. i 


23 AF 57 
% Blefled Lord, who haſt caufed all 


4. holy Scriptures to be written for our 


5 learning: Grant that we may in ſuch 
% wiſe hear them, read, mark, learn, 


„ and inwardly digeſt them, that by 
„ patience and comfort of thy holy 


word, we may embrace and ever 


hold fat the bleſſed hope of everlaſt- 
given us in 
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